Introduction
	The contemporary Western media has portrayed Islam and Muslims negatively by representing them as the “other” group in the West, depicting Islam as a belief that is rooted in oppression, and associating them with terrorism, extremism and violence. Understanding how the Western media represents the Muslim world is important as media plays a significant role in shaping the Western world’s perception of Islam and its adherents. With little social contact with Muslims and limited understanding about Islam, the audience in the West relies on the framing and representation of the media as a framework to comprehend the minority group. By the term West or Western world, I am referring to the countries in Western Europe, North America, and Australia, which are characterized by democratic political system, developed economies, and affiliation with Christianity[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Halim Rane, Jacqui Ewart and John Martinkus, Media Framing Of The Muslim World (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014). p. 2. ] 


Framing of Islam and Muslims
	Media can influence the way societies view Islam and Muslims. The issue with the Western media’s representation of Islam and Muslim is not about inaccurate reporting[footnoteRef:2]. The central problem is the framing, which refers to the way that media organises and presents information about Islam and Muslims[footnoteRef:3]. Through framing, the media select some aspects of reality and present this piece of information, including images, facts and sources of interviewees that become salient to the audience[footnoteRef:4]. The presented information has significant influence on how the readers understand and respond to issues related to Islam and Muslims. Research has shown that the Western media tends to frame and present Islam and Muslim negatively and more negative than other religions[footnoteRef:5]. This research shows that Islam and its followers have been represented negatively in three ways[footnoteRef:6]. First, the Western media has taken on the orientalism perspective by characterising Muslims as the other group in the Western societies that are exterior to the dominant group[footnoteRef:7]. Adopting a binary perspective, the western world is viewed as superior to the Muslim world. Second, Muslims are viewed as a homogenous community with a belief in Islam that has been represented as a religion from medieval times that promotes oppression[footnoteRef:8]. Although Muslims in the West come from different parts of the world with varying cultural and religious practices, their heterogeneity is neglected and presented as a monolith. Third, Muslims and Islam have been portrayed as anti-Western and are associated with terrorism, violence and extremism[footnoteRef:9]. The subsequent sections illustrate how these perspectives have been used by the Western media to represent key issues related to Islam and Muslims.  [2:  Ibid, p. 2]  [3:  Kimberly A. Powell, 'Framing Islam: An Analysis Of U.S. Media Coverage Of Terrorism Since 9/11', Communication Studies, 62 (2011), 90-112 (p. 93). ]  [4:  Halim Rane, Jacqui Ewart and John Martinkus, Media Framing Of The Muslim World, p. 6.]  [5:  Erik Bleich and van der Veen, A. Maurits, 'Media Portrayals Of Muslims: A Comparative Sentiment Analysis Of American Newspapers, 1996-2015', Politics, Groups & Identities, 9 (2021), 20-39 (p. 20). ]  [6:  Mahmoud Eid, 'Perceptions About Muslims In Western Societies', in Re-Imagining The Other: Culture, Media, And Western-Muslim Intersections, ed. by Mahmoud Eid and Karim H. Karim (New York: Palgrave Macmillan US, 2014), pp. 99-119 (p. 100). ]  [7:  Ibid, p. 100.]  [8:  Ibid, p. 102.]  [9:  Ibid, p. 104.] 

	
Association with Terrorism
	The negative portrayal by Western media is best depicted by the continual association of Islam and Muslims with terrorism. The event of 9/11 and the subsequent various terrorist attacks in the West have led to an increasing coverage about Islam and Muslims in the Western media[footnoteRef:10]. According to Poole, the 9/11 tragedy is a significant event that associates Muslims with terrorism[footnoteRef:11]. The Muslims involved in the 9/11 attacks became a public symbol of Islam and because the West views that Islam is what Muslims do, Muslims are homogeneously associated with terrorism[footnoteRef:12].	 [10:  Amir Saeed, 'Media, Racism And Islamophobia: The Representation Of Islam And Muslims In The Media', Sociology Compass, 1 (2007), 443-462 (p. 454). ]  [11:  Elizabeth Poole, 'Change And Continuity In The Representation Of British Muslims Before And After 9/11: The UK Context', Global Media Journal -- Canadian Edition, 4 (2011), 49-62 (p. 54). ]  [12:  Kimberly A. Powell, 'Framing Islam: An Analysis Of U.S. Media Coverage Of Terrorism Since 9/11', p. 92. ] 

	There are three discernible themes in the ways Western media portrays Muslims with terrorism. First, Muslims are often associated with terrorism, violence and extremism. This is illustrated in the analysis of media coverage of 11 terrorist events that occurred in the U.S. between 2001 and 2010 conducted by Powell[footnoteRef:13]. The study shows that when a terrorist event occurs, the perpetrators were often quickly labelled Muslims even before there was a certainty in the identity, revealing the stereotype in the media that terrorists are Muslims[footnoteRef:14]. The study also shows that the U.S. media framed terrorists who were Muslims differently from domestic terrorist (U.S. citizen terrorist who were note Muslim)[footnoteRef:15]. For example, when a terrorist act was committed by a domestic terrorist, the media was more likely to portray them as individuals who were mentally unstable[footnoteRef:16]. In contrast, Muslim terrorist agents were more likely to be described as being angry or extremist[footnoteRef:17]. The U.S. media also differed in the way they framed the motive for the attack: the motives of domestic terrorists were attributed to factors such as creating of fear, anti-government message and attention seeking, while the motives of Muslim terrorists were revenge against the killing of Muslims, Islamic radicalism, and to kill[footnoteRef:18]. From the description and attribution of motive, we can see that when a terror act is committed by Muslims, they are associated with the stereotypes of Muslims as being terrorist and violence, which is not observed among the domestic terrorists.  [13:  Ibid, p. 95]  [14:  Ibid, p. 97]  [15:  Ibid, p. 98]  [16:  Ibid, p. 99. ]  [17:  Ibid, p. 99. ]  [18:  Ibid, p. 100-101.] 

	Second, Islam is often portrayed as the root cause of terrorism. In the analysis of post 9/11 coverage of Islam and Muslims in Britain, Poole found that the media tend to link the acts of terrorism with Islamic belief without providing historical or political context[footnoteRef:19]. This can be seen in the coverage of the trial that involves the perpetrators of the Glasgow Airport attack where the defendants are described as people who “adhere to Islamic beliefs” and yet were “intent on murder” [footnoteRef:20]. By emphasizing the Islamic belief of the perpetrators but not their motivation, the article assumes that their Islamic belief was the cause of their behaviour[footnoteRef:21]. Third, Muslims are depicted as the “other” group that wants to cause disruption and destruction to the dominant group. A common frame to portray the tension between the Muslim world and the West is a clash of civilization and culture[footnoteRef:22]. For instance, the U.S. media often framed terrorist attack by Muslims as Muslims/Arab/Islam working together in organized terrorist cells to attack the Christian America[footnoteRef:23].  [19:  Elizabeth Poole, 'Change And Continuity In The Representation Of British Muslims Before And After 9/11: The UK Context', p. 55. ]  [20:  Ibid, p. 55.]  [21:  Ibid, p. 55. ]  [22:  Saifuddin Ahmed and Jörg Matthes, 'Media Representation Of Muslims And Islam From 2000 to 2015: A Meta-Analysis', The International Communication Gazette, 79 (2017), 219-244 (p. 231).]  [23:  Kimberly A. Powell, 'Framing Islam: An Analysis Of U.S. Media Coverage Of Terrorism Since 9/11', p. 90.] 


Oppressed Muslim Women
	The status of Muslim women is another topic that has drawn much attention from the Western world[footnoteRef:24]. The Western media has portrayed Muslim women homogenously as victims of Islamic culture and oppressed by Islam. Unlike Western women who live in a liberated world free of sexist constraint, Muslim women are deemed to be in a subordinated position as they live in a patriarchal society that legitimizes the rule of male over female[footnoteRef:25]. Muslim women are also depicted as a symbol of women’s oppression stipulated by the Quran, such as the association of lack of human right with wearing of Muslim clothing such as hijab, niqab or veil[footnoteRef:26]. Such monolithic stereotypes of Muslim women continue to be perpetuated and reinforced in the contemporary Western media. A case in point is the Western media representation of Muslim women who participated in Olympic 2012[footnoteRef:27]. At the London 2012 games, Muslim women from 28 countries participated in 20 sporting events[footnoteRef:28]. Muslim women’s participation in sporting events has been a concern as bodily movements and attire could be at odds with Islamic principles pertaining to women’s public visibility and sexuality[footnoteRef:29]. This leads Western media to frame Muslim women’s underrepresentation as a symbol of gender inequality in Islamic culture. An analysis of the media coverage during the opening ceremony shows that the media focuses on the ratio of men and women in Islamic countries, emphasizing that they are evidence of gender inequity[footnoteRef:30]. Not surprisingly, the veil becomes a focus during the game. In the analysis of Samie and Sehlikoglu, they observe misrepresentation of veil such as the idea that being veiled and being competent in sports is incompatible, and unveiling would civilize Muslim women and conform them to the dominant society[footnoteRef:31]. The portrayal of Muslim women in a secular Olympic event that embraces diversity reveals the deep root of bias towards Muslim women in the Western media.     [24:  Saifuddin Ahmed and Jörg Matthes, 'Media Representation Of Muslims And Islam From 2000 to 2015: A Meta-Analysis', p. 233.]  [25:  Rochelle Terman, 'Islamophobia And Media Portrayals Of Muslim Women: A Computational Text Analysis Of US News Coverage', International Studies Quarterly, 61 (2017), 489-502 (p. 491).]  [26:  Michelle D. Byng, 'Symbolically Muslim: Media, Hijab, And The West', Critical Sociology, 36 (2010), 109-129 (p. 110).]  [27:  Sumaya Farooq Samie and Sertaç Sehlikoglu, 'Strange, Incompetent And Out-of-Place: Media, Muslim Sportswomen And London 2012', Feminist Media Studies, 15 (2015), 363-381 (p. 363). ]  [28:  Ibid, p. 365. ]  [29:  Ibid, p. 364.]  [30:  Ibid, p. 370.]  [31:  Ibid, pp. 372-375.] 

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]The “Other” Group
	Another framing that Western media uses is the portrayal of Muslims and Islam as the other group with different values that conflict with Western values[footnoteRef:32]. Beyond the fear of physical threat from terrorism, the Western media is representing socio-cultural elements of Islam as cultural threat to the west[footnoteRef:33]. An example is the media’s portrayal of Islamic schools in the United Kingdom (U.K.). In the U.K., Muslims have been advocating for Islamic schools to preserve their religious and cultural identities. However, since the events of 9/11 and 7/7, the media has framed the Islamic schools as a facilitator of radicalization of young Muslims towards extremism[footnoteRef:34]. An analysis of media sources in the U.K. shows that stories of Islamic schools in the national media have been negative with the use of inflammatory language and biased representations[footnoteRef:35]. For example, Islamic schools are viewed as evidence that Muslims are not keen on integration into the British society and are a hub for Islamic terror providing threat to the society[footnoteRef:36]. Such portrayal perpetuates and intensifies the perception of Muslim and Islam as incompatible with the Western society.  [32:  Elizabeth Poole, 'Change And Continuity In The Representation Of British Muslims Before And After 9/11: The UK Context', p. 58.]  [33:  Rochelle Terman, 'Islamophobia And Media Portrayals Of Muslim Women: A Computational Text Analysis Of US News Coverage', p. 490. ]  [34:  Myriam Cherti, Alex Glennie and Laura Bradley, 'Madrassas' in the British Media, (London: Institute For Public Policy Research, 2011), p. 1.]  [35:  Ibid, p. 8.]  [36:  Ibid, pp. 8-9.] 


Conclusion
	Muslims are a minority group in the West that has been marginalised and misunderstood. This essay shows that perpetuation of the misrepresentation could be attributed to the framing and representation of Islam and Muslims by the Western media. By characterising them as the “other” group, as the “oppressed”, and as “terrorist”, the Western media propagates the perceptions that Muslims are against the Western society and need to be helped. This has shaped the negative public attitude towards Islam and Muslims. 
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