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Manifesto 
1. Art/textiles may not always have a purpose behind it and can be made by one’s imagination for their enjoyment. 
2. I will make sure to try the composition of outcomes more than once to explore the possibilities of one outcome.
3. If possible, I will create more than one variation of an outcome.
4. I will focus my work on my strengths. 
5. I will showcase my skills to the best possible ability. 
6. I will try and make sure that all parts of an outcome link together like the fabric and colour to the theme of the piece so it all correlates.
7. I will try to reuse fabric and minimise wastage.
8. I will focus on abstract art 

“I will focus my work on my strengths” 
One of my main strengths I would say is my ability to create abstract imagery. Throughout my work I have had issues with creating real life drawings so instead have been focusing on creating more abstract drawings through my style of drawings. This then works well being heat pressed onto fabrics or sown in with free machine embroidery which are also two skills that I would consider my strengths. An artists that has inspired me to do this is Menno Pasveer who works on embracing his strengths in his work, in a interview with Tiana Dueck. They discuss how he does this in his work saying “ if I see something beautiful, my mind immediately makes it into a painting”. This inspires me to use my strengths in my work as a positive. 

“I will focus on abstract art”
Abstract art can be tracked from the early 20th century where artists attempted to break away from traditional forms of art in a way of expressing themselves in a new form of art. However along with this new form of art comes criticisms, one of the main ones being the “my kid could do that” criticism. This stems from the idea that due to abstract forms of art being less detailed and some would describe as simple and easy to do.Book and art.com share this as “implying that the work lacks the depth and skill associated with traditional art forms”.This outlook causes some to think less of this art form and believe that a child could create the same outcome. Book and art. Com also argue this point in saying “critiques fail to acknowledge the thought, intention and artistic exploration that goes into abstract works. Arguing that although the outcomes may look less detailed there is a lot more thought that goes into an abstract piece than what meets the eye and that isn’t seen by critiques. 

“I will try to reuse fabric and minimise waste”
Through my work I do my best to use old scraps of fabric or cut off pieces of previous fabrics in new pieces do reduce waste which over time decreases the negatives of fabric waste on the environment. When fabric is not used and put into land fill its burnt to get rid of it which is really bad fumes for pollution and overall just creates a negative impact on the environment. A study done by the European Parliament showed that “ In 2020 textiles consumption per person in the EU caused a carbon footprint of about 270kg.” Along with this the increase of fast fashion has caused the amount of fabrics to be reused or recycled to be reduced. The European Parliament also stated that “ On average, Europeans use nearly 26 kilos of textiles and discard about 11 kilos of those every year and around 87% of that goes into landfill”. 
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Chandler (2007) stated that semiotics are the study of signs and that semiotics imply that every aspect of a product is there for a purpose and holds a meaning. Through signs it allows semiotics to be a powerful aspect of decoding and analysing images or texts to gather the meaning and representation of the semiotics through advertising, art and texts. Chandler also believes that there is no direct correlation between a name and a physical object or individual, instead naming things the way of categorising objects as an attempt to make sense of the world. Along with this idea, names are used as an attempt for humans to build and identifying for an individual. This allows people to become their individual selves, they are also used as a form of signs which contribute to other identities. Signs suggest that content analysis allows readers to identify and understand the main meaning and themes in text and images, whereas semiotics delve deeper into providing the meaning of the overall image or text whilst also giving the reader a reason for decisions made in the creation process of the outcome. 

[image: ] Gillian Rose (2023) states that many writers would argue that the meaning of things go so deep as the state the technologies used to create certain pieces themselves add to the meaning of the piece. For example, an artist's creating a piece will choose their technique used dependant on effect they want to achieve in their outcome. Like an artists will choose an acrylic paint to create a more solid look in contrast to a water colour or oil pastel to create a more textured outcome. Or for a photographer in an advert for example, when analysing it would be important to understand the type of camera, film and developing process used to create that certain outcome and why it was done. 

In 2017, Dior released the advertisement for Dior Sauvage with the main feature being Johnny Depp. The advertisement focuses on Johnny Depp and his dark features which could be seen as a representation of the scent itself as a form of advertisement. One example of a semiotic shown in this advert is the stance that Dior placed Depp in, this having its own meaning being it’s shown in a Z shape that allows viewers to follow his stance from the lower part of the image to the top and across to the writing itself. 

Semiotics can be used to analysis an image or art piece to give a deeper meaning. Through adverts specially as it allows the viewer to understand the meaning as to why certain aspects have been using through any features, hair and makeup, backgrounds, props e.c.t. 





Practice based writing. 
A high heel is a staple accessory in many going out/ classy looks in fashion. To define a high heel from another shoe would be “a women’s shoe with a small thin heel” by Oxford languages. Another definition of high heel would be “Hight heels are generally 3-4 inches. Shoes that are typically reserved for dressy occasions like parties or evenings out” (Clark’s). You can tell that this definition is quite dated as it only describes one very simplistic design of a heel which was the first to be created, whereas now there are a lot of designs that don’t fit this definition due to having a wider heel or wedge.
The history of a high heel in comparison to what it’s like today is really interesting. Information from googles arts and culture describe that high heels we’re originally worn by men in the 10th century mainly by Persian solider to “help there feet stay in their stirrups to give them stability”. By the 17th century a small heel was still being worn by men and became “the norm for Persian riders” and was a way to signify wealth and power  along with there horse. 17th century male fashion could be seen now as very feminine including stockings and heels to emphasis there legs. Throughout the 18th century is where fashion in shoes became how it is making shoes increasingly gendered. Women’s shoes became more narrow and had a larger heel whereas men shoes became wider and sturdier and lost the heel completely. Consequently men completed stopped wearing heels in around 1730 “as a reaction against there perceived feminism”. This idea has stuck until the current day and heels have just become more feminine. 
 The high heel is seen as a capture of femininity as there sophisticated and a crucial part for a woman portraying a put together image. Some would argue high heels became a symbol of women for a period of time. As many girls growing up stickers or colouring books aimed for girls would be themed around makeup, high heels, handbags and hair whereas boys would have football, trucks and cars. Through my work I look at swaying away from any originally placed gender roles around specificity colour and pattern and look at expanding that to fit more of a gender neutral role. For example using blues in a wall paper that can be used for both men and women. Or a t-shirt design that’s orange that is designed to be worn by both genders. 
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