This Is Not My Hat by Jon Klassen
Jon Klassen's This Is Not My Hat displays many characteristics associated with postmodern picture books.
The words and pictures tell different stories
The small fish confidently narrates that he will escape after stealing the hat, but the illustrations reveal evidence that contradicts his claims. Meaning emerges from the tension between text and image rather than from either mode alone.
The reader knows more than the narrator
Readers can see the big fish pursuing the thief long before the narrator acknowledges the danger. This dramatic irony makes the reader an active participant in constructing the story.
The narrator is unreliable
The small fish insists that everything will be fine and that the theft is insignificant. The visual narrative repeatedly undermines these assertions, encouraging readers to question the narrator's version of events.
It requires reader inference
The ending never explicitly states what happens to the small fish. Readers must infer the outcome from the visual clues, making interpretation part of the reading experience.
It embraces ambiguity
Although most readers conclude that the big fish catches the thief, the book never directly confirms this. Multiple interpretations remain possible.
It subverts traditional children's story conventions
Rather than presenting a clear moral lesson and a neatly resolved ending, the story offers moral complexity and uncertainty. The protagonist is also a thief, challenging the expectation of a wholly sympathetic hero.
The illustrations carry equal authority to the text
Readers cannot fully understand the story through the words alone. The visual narrative provides crucial information, demonstrating a postmodern challenge to the dominance of written language.
It encourages multiple readings
Children may enjoy the simple chase story, while older readers notice themes of justice, deception, consequences, and perspective. Different readers can construct different meanings from the same text.
It questions objective truth
The small fish presents one version of events, while the illustrations suggest another. The story demonstrates that perspectives are partial and that truth may depend on how events are viewed.
It uses irony and dark humour
Much of the humour comes from readers recognising that the narrator's confidence is misplaced. The contrast between what is said and what is shown creates a sophisticated ironic tone.
It leaves gaps in the narrative
Significant events occur off-stage or are implied rather than depicted. Readers must fill these gaps themselves, a common feature of postmodern texts.
It blurs the boundary between child and adult literature
Children can follow the plot, while adults may appreciate the irony, morality, and narrative complexity, making it a crossover text that resists a single audience.
This Is Not My Hat is postmodern because it uses an unreliable narrator, dramatic irony, visual-textual contradiction, ambiguity, reader inference, and the subversion of traditional story conventions. Rather than delivering a fixed meaning, it invites readers to actively construct their own understanding of the story from the gaps and tensions between words and images.

