LAVINIA BONFATTI SABBIONI 
XENOPHON, HELLENICA, 1.1.23-26
Xenophon’s Hellenica is a history of the events that took place between 411 BC and 362 BC, from when the Peloponnesian War was still raging, to the famous battle of Mantinea. The text that we have picks up that of Thucydides where he left it unfinished, though not exactly at the same point. Because of stylistic and formal reasons[footnoteRef:1], most scholars agree that the work was written in (at least two) different periods: one (1.1.1-2.3.10) not long after the end of the Peloponnesian War, and the other (2.2.11-end) an unknown number of years later[footnoteRef:2]. A largely debated topic on Xenophon’s Hellenica is not only its nature of “continuous history[footnoteRef:3]” and the dating of its writing, but also the truth of what is contained, and the aim of the work itself: the text has no preface, which leaves us empty-handed on Xenophon’s programmatic intentions. To find them, an analysis of the entire work is necessary. It has also been argued that the heavily moral insertions make it hard to conceive this piece of prose as a historiography. According to Hau[footnoteRef:4], not only it is possible to view Xenophon’s work as both historiography and a moral treatise, but also that moral elements are often found in Greek historiography.  [1:  Gray, 1991.]  [2:  Hau, 2016. Gray, 1991: it seems reasonable to date the writing of the sixth book to the 350s BC due to a reference to contemporary events. ]  [3:  Meaning that the Hellenica is the continuation of Thucydides’ account. At the very beginning of Xenophon’s summary we find the words “metà dè tauta”, literally “after these things”, or “after which”. ]  [4:  Hau, 2016.] 

At 1.1.23-26, Xenophon spills the contents of a spartan letter that was meant to be delivered to Lacedaemon but was intercepted and taken to Athens instead, and gives the account of Pharnabazus’ moves and the instructions he gives his Peloponnesian allies in order to gather the timber necessary to reconstruct the ships, after they had been burned in the battle against Alcibiades and the Athenians.[footnoteRef:5] A point has been made by Gray[footnoteRef:6] that Xenophon’s writing style – specifically his use of synonyms and particles – would be a piece of evidence in support of the idea of chronological breaks in composition. He brings a series of examples[footnoteRef:7] but he also points out that the collection of data on its own proves nothing, as stylistic variation could be explained with a deliberate stylistic choice, a simple desire for variety. This is shown very well in Xen. Hell. 1.1.1-26, where the order of subject and predicate in main clauses is broken[footnoteRef:8]. The most common order would be SP, but in those passages it is broken by PS. The variety of word order can be both prescribed by content or employed for its own sake, but what is more interesting about this is that it looks like PS order is frequently related to passages of significant content such as speeches or dramatic action. In Xen. Hell. 1.1.23 - the spartan letter, whose contents in the text we find written in direct speech –, in fact, there is a triple chiasmus. Along with subject and predicate variation Gray signals the different use of particles. It seems to the author that they occur more frequently in speech than in narrative, but the passage taken into consideration here[footnoteRef:9] does not seem to contain any relevant information to the matter.  [5:  Xen. Hell. 1.1.18.]  [6:  Gray, 1991. ]  [7:  See Gray, 1991, pp. 213-220. ]  [8:  Gray counts each occurrence in Xen Hell. 1.1.1-26: SP 22 PS 9. ]  [9:  Again, Xen. Hell. 1.1.23-26.] 
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