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Introduction
This essay will look back at the historical development of Blaenafon town, how its fortunes changes over time and then an analysis on what exists today in terms of its assets, structures and economic character to help create an appraisal for its regeneration that will outline future oppurtunites. 













Historical Development
Blaenafon town was developed around the opening of an Ironworks in 1788 and a community was established due to the migration of people set to work at the Ironworks. (Wikipedia 2020). Big Pit coal works and steel manufacturers opened and then closed in 1980 due to decline in call for welsh steel and the competition from abroad.  In 1988, Big Pit reopened as a museum. 
Changing Fortunes
Blaenafon built up a population of 20,000 before the year of 1890 but declined along with the demand for coal and welsh slate during The Great Depression of the 1920’s and 30’s. By 1961 the population had drastically fallen to 8451 and even more rapidly after the closure of Big Pit in February, 1980. Blaenafon was just one of the many mining towns that suffered as a result of pit closures all over the UK. 

Existing Assets, Structures and Economic Character










Local/Regional Development Strategies
Torfaen Rural Development 


Stakeholder Map

Residents  - Shop Owners - Employers - New Business Start Ups – Council – Tourists & Visitors

Appraisal
Blaenafon could benefit from a well being centre that includes a gym, swimming pool, hydrotherapy pool, rooms for fitness classes, rooms for therapy and counselling, educational classes and to be accessible to all of Blaenafon town residents. Fitness and positive conversation are recognised as vital elements to living a happy, productive and healthy lifestyle.(NHS, 2020). Not only will this centre provide a new lease of life for Blaenafons residents who may be deprived in ways such as socialisation, a good mental health or healthy body but it will also bring employment, vibrancy to a forgotten town and help towards creating a new version of Blaenafon. With sustainability in mind, the centre would be built on the foundation of exisitings buildings of Blaenafon that are vacant or in need of repair or modernisation using sustainable, local materials and tradesmen. Along with the wellbeing centre, eating outlets, internet cafes and shops that provide basic necessities but be an appropriate attritubute. 
Blaenafon has some charities that may allow locals to access clothing and shoes but this systems would seem to be more hit and miss as sizing and quantity would be an issue. One residents we spoke on our trip to Blaenafon town said that he would like to see a shoe shop in the town. A clothing and shoe shop that had the basics for men, women and children would be a great addition to the town, not only for its residents but for neighbouring towns that rely on shops further afield and also for tourists that would shop locally whilst they visit. 







