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‘Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing’
The use of body worn cameras in policing has become an increasingly popular topic of discussion in recent years. Proponents of the technology argue that it can provide a range of benefits, including increased transparency and accountability in policing, improved officer safety, and more accurate documentation of police interactions with members of the public. However, there are also concerns around issues such as privacy, data security, and the potential for footage to be selectively edited or presented out of context, (Jennings et al, 2014).
The purpose of this essay is to explore and evaluate the use of BWCs in evidence-based policing. There will be a discussion of the core ideas of evidence based policing as well as a description of what body worn cameras are and how they are used. There will also be a discussion about the potential benefits of using BWCs, such as their ability to provide valuable evidence in criminal investigations and to improve transparency and accountability in policing, as well as some of the potential drawbacks, such as privacy and data protection concerns, and evidence tampering. Additionally, the ethical limitations of body cameras will be examined, and the effectiveness of using such evidence during traffic stops will be assessed.

The term "Evidence-Based Policing (EBP)" is frequently based on the theories of Lawrence Sherman and describes a cycle of problem-solving in which police officers and personnel employ the best available evidence to inform or test their own policies, judgements, and practices, (College of policing, 2023). EBP uses a range of models that the police utilise as self-evaluation tools, allowing the police department to assess how well it is putting EBP into practice, (College of policing, 2023). An example of an EBP model is ATLAS, this stands for ask challenging questions, test and evaluate new ideas, learn from new and existing approaches, and adapt current practices and policies based on the best available evidence. Models like these provide information to EBP so that the police may identify the regions where crime is more prevalent, assign more officers and resources there, choose the best prevention strategies, and reduce crime, (Pepper et al, 2020). 
Routine activity theory is a classical criminology theory created by Cohen and Felson (1979), and it is one of several that assist to inform evidence-based policing. Crimes, according to their hypothesis, occur when three conditions come together: a determined criminal, a suitable victim, and the absence of a skilled guardian such as the police or security. Routine activity theory and the SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment) model of evidence-based policing can be used together to help prevent crime.
Eck and Spelman developed the SARA model, which is a problem-solving framework that assists police agencies in identifying particular criminal problems and developing focused strategies to solve them (College of Policing, 2022). Routine activity theory may be used to discover underlying elements that lead to crime in a certain location, such as the existence of eligible targets or the absence of capable guardians (Wright et al, 1996). This information may then be utilised as part of the SARA model's scanning phase to identify particular criminal concerns and build tailored actions to solve them. By integrating these two techniques, police agencies may design evidence-based tactics that are suited to the unique crime concerns in their communities (Weisburd et al, 2008).

Body Worn Video (BWV) cameras are small, visible devices worn on the officers' clothing, typically on the chest. When responding to various types of incidents, they use cameras to record both audio and video evidence. All officers who interact with the general public are given them. When an incident or interaction begins, officers turn on their cameras, and under typical circumstances, they record continuously until it is no longer "proportionate or necessary" or another system takes over, such as CCTV in a police station, (Metropolitan Police, 2023). 
Body worn cameras can be a valuable tool for evidence-based policing because they provide an objective record of police interactions with the public. By capturing both audio and video evidence, body worn cameras can help to ensure that police officers are following best practices and using appropriate tactics when responding to incidents. This evidence can be used to evaluate the effectiveness of police training and tactics, and to identify areas where improvements can be made.

Body worn cameras have several strengths. For example, they can create evidence by capturing audio and video of police encounters with the public. According to the Metropolitan Police (2023), body worn cameras can be utilised as evidence in criminal prosecutions and can serve to offer objective proof of what happened during the event. For example, according to Transport for London (2021), body worn cameras played a crucial part in obtaining a conviction for an assault on two London Transport employees. After being ordered to leave the station for being verbally abusive to officers, Agris Grisins got hostile and physically attacked the officers. Body cameras captured the whole event and were used as evidence in court to help obtain a conviction; Grisins was sentenced to 12 months in jail.
Another strength is that the use of body worn cameras can increase accountability and transparency in police work. According to Coudert, et al (2015), body worn surveillance is frequently advertised as a tool for accountability and an effective means of eliminating violence, prejudice, and corruption. For example, according to a report from the Metropolitan Police (2015), a trial was conducted between 2014-15 where body worn cameras were distributed amongst metropolitan officers. It was theorised that Officers and members of the public are likely to be more conscious of how they behave when they come into contact with each other while wearing a camera. Their findings suggest that cops using body cams reduced complaints by 15% in the Isle of Wight region and by 5% in Hampshire. This study demonstrates how body worn cameras can assist to promote accountability and transparency in the police by giving an impartial record of police interactions with the public.
A further strength is that when members of the public know that their interactions with the police are recorded, they are more likely to behave respectfully and cooperate with officers. According to Gaub et al. (2016), officers have noticed a shift in how the public responds to the police; the public is more obedient, lowering the need for the police to use force. Henstock and Ariel (2017), for example, undertook a study to determine the effects of police body cams on use of force during arrests. According to their research, there was a 35% reduction in the use of force during arrests when the body cams were activated. This research supports the notion that when body cameras are activated, the public acts more compliantly.

However, there are also a number of weaknesses to the use of body cameras. For example, the cost of implementing body worn cameras can be a significant barrier for some police departments. According to Williams (2021), police departments frequently claim financial barriers to upgrading and purchasing new equipment such as body cams owing to its high cost. For example, it was noted in a news piece written by Cox (2017) that leaked data revealed how much police agencies spent on body worn cameras. The top ten biggest spending police forces for body worn cameras were revealed, with the Metropolitan Police paying the most at £15 million, and the Cambridgeshire Constabulary spent £442,370.65. This demonstrates how costly body worn cameras are, and how smaller departments would struggle to afford such technology. 
Another weakness is body worn cameras may not always capture the full story. According to Digital Evidence Solutions (2023), it is impossible for a police officer to catch the whole incident on video. Furthermore, if the officer is constantly moving, the entire video may appear blurry and distorted. Also, the details of the encounter may differ depending on where the officer is wearing the camera, as a body worn camera captures a different perspective than a head mounted camera. For example, the Home Office (2018), demonstrates the proper way of mounting a body cam, and if the body cam is not mounted in a certain way devices could fail to capture the best possible evidence. This demonstrates the importance of camera arrangement in recording the incident and ensuring useful proof.

There are also certain ethical constraints associated with body worn cameras, such as the usage of body worn cameras raising privacy issues among the general population. According to Miranda (2021), numerous concerns have been expressed about recording access and storage, as well as data privacy and security. The main concern with the cameras is whether the police are able to manage such large quantity of data whilst upholding data protection requirements. The Home Office (2018), states that in order to keep data secure, non-removable internal media is preferred, but if the media is detachable, there should be a precaution to avoid loss. Sergeant Nelson, a participant in Miranda's (2021) study, reportedly expressed his worries about accidentally losing both the internal media and the device. He claimed that if the camera is torn off during a fight, there is no way to protect the data because there is no backup copy. This demonstrates the ethical constraints of body-worn cameras because there is no way to ensure complete data security.

Body worn cameras can be useful in traffic stop situations because they provide a clear, unbiased depiction of the interaction between the police officer and the individual being searched. If necessary, this video evidence can be used to support criminal charges as well as the officer's account of events. Taylor and Lee (2019) found that after questioning a large number of detainees that were stopped by the police, 907 of them desired to have body cameras on because they feel it provides better accountability and improves officer conduct. This demonstrates that when body cameras are used, the public feels safer and are more compliant. Furthermore, body cams can provide evidence in court if a traffic stop was successful in revealing criminal activity. For example, Code Blue Cam (2022), posted a video in which a police officer has conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle after witnessing it going 20mph over the speed limit. During his search he found $100,000 worth of cocaine. This was all caught on his body cam which was then also presented in court as evidence. This shows that when a body camera captures criminal activity during a traffic stop, it can be used as evidence to get a conviction. 
However, in opposition to this, the body footage that body cameras capture is not always reliably as they do not capture the whole story and can even be tampered with by the police themselves. For example, A&E (2021), posted a video in which a police officer is seen placing drugs in people's vehicles during routine traffic stops. This was captured on his body camera, and some footage appears to have been deleted or tampered with. This shows that body camera footage is not always credible and can easily be tampered with. Having said that, this could also be viewed as a positive because the officer would not have been caught without the body camera footage.
Overall, while body worn cameras can be a useful tool during traffic stops, but it is critical to use them in conjunction with other investigative techniques and be aware of their limitations. Moreover, it is critical to ensure that the use of body worn cameras is done in a way that prioritises public safety and well-being.

To summarise, the use of body worn cameras in police has grown in popularity in recent years, and the technology has the potential to deliver a variety of benefits. Body worn cameras can give an objective record of police contacts with members of the public, which can be used to corroborate or question officer versions of events if differences develop. Furthermore, body worn cameras can help to increase transparency and accountability in policing, which can help to build trust between officers and the general public. However, the use of body worn cameras in policing is not without challenges, and there are concerns about privacy, data security, and the possibility of footage being selectively edited or presented.
Overall, while body worn cameras are not a silver bullet solution to the challenges that law enforcement faces, they can be a valuable tool when used in conjunction with other investigative techniques and when implemented in a way that prioritises the safety and well-being of members of the public. As a result, it is critical to continue to thoroughly assess the use of body worn cameras in police in order to find areas for improvement and ensure that the technology is used in an effective, ethical, and just manner.
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