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Ford exhibition in Goodwood, UK
I think the perfect place to hold a Ford Racing exhibition is at the grounds of the Goodwood Festival Of Speed. Located in Great Britain, West Sussex the Goodwood house hosts the world famous Festival Of Speed and it offers a thrill to the spectators with whole three different racetracks – rally stage, hillclimb, and a racing circuit. 
[image: ]Figure 1
Henry Ford is known as the father of cars as we know them today. In 1896 he introduced the 1st. combustion engine car to the world – the Quadricycle with an 4hp engine. In 1904 Henry Ford founded his own motor company – Ford Motor Company in Canada. In 1907 the famous Ford logo is trademarked and the rest is history. 
[image: C:\Users\Acer\Desktop\280px-BarneyOldfieldHenryFord.jpg]As a way to promote his car company, Henry Ford became actively involved in auto racing. Between 1901 and 1912, Ford's racecars, including the famous "999," broke records across the country and made legends out of drivers such as Barney Oldfield. In the 1st room stands this particular car – The “999” Racer in which Henry Ford himself set the landspeed record which stood for whole 8 years.

Figure 2

When you exit the first room you are taken to a big room with a dome roof which leads to two different paths. The two corridors represent two different categories of racing and each one of them takes you on a history trip down a different discipline of the Ford Racing heritage.  
The path on the left side is the rally history hallway. 
[image: C:\Users\Acer\Desktop\220px-1981_Ford_Escort_RS.JPG]It all started in 1979 with the World Rally Championship winning Ford Escort RS1800 which is the 1st car presented in the hallway. Driven by drivers Hannu Mikkola, Björn Waldegård and Ari Vatanen , this was Ford World Rally team's first championship title. After winning the WRC title in 1979 Ford World Rally Team withdrew from the WRC.


Figure 3
[image: C:\Users\Acer\Desktop\Blomqvist_RS200.jpg]   Figure 4In 1986 Ford came back strong with the mighty RS200, which is the 2nd car displayed in the hallway. Ford's new RS200 featured four-wheel drive, a turbocharged 450 bhp engine and a new blue and white Ford Motorsport livery.Fifth place for Grundel on the Lombard RAC Rally marked the end of the road for the RS200, as Group B rallying was banned for 1987, Ford finished fifth in the manufacturers championship.

[image: ]In 1987 after the Group B was cancelled, Group A rally was presented to the world. Ford Motorsport presented their new car in development – the Sierra RS Cosworth .The Sierra was a formidable car, particularly on tarmac events, wining 26 International rallyes and six National championships in 1987. It also dominated various Touring Car Championships around the world. All that racing heritage makes the Sierra RS a significant part of the Ford Racing history and that’s why it’s the 3rd car on display.


Figure 5The year 1993 marked the introduction of the successor of the Sierra RS – the Escort RS Cosworth which is the 4th car on display. The rationale behind the Escort Cosworth's design was that it should win the World Rally Championship. It did not achieve that goal, but it did win eight events between 1993 and 1996 as a Group A car, and two more in World Rally Car guise in 1997-8, before it was replaced.


[image: C:\Users\Acer\Desktop\Ford_Escort_(group_A).jpg]
Figure 6The Ford and M-Sport-built Ford Focus WRC replaced the Escort WRC for 1999. It debuted on the Monte Carlo Rally in January, with Colin McRae and Simon Jean-Joseph driving the two Martini Racing-liveried works machines. Ford’s Focus WRC stayed consistent by remaining in the top 5 every year in the early 2000’s but real success came in 2006. The all-Finnish team of 2000 and 2002 champion Marcus Grönholm, codriven by Timo Rautiainen, and the youngster Mikko Hirvonen brought back the manufacturers championship title to Ford and the drivers placed 2nd and 3rd in the driver’s championship in both 2006 and 2007. That’s why the 2006 Focus WRC is the 5th car on display.
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Figure 7

[image: C:\Users\Acer\Desktop\pontus-tidemand-ola-floen-m-sp-1.jpg]Ford stayed consistent in the next few years with the Focus WRC each year being 2nd in the manufacturers championship. The Focus was later on replaced by the shorter wheelbase Fiesta WRC in 2011 and the Fiesta platform is still used in 2019. The last car on the rally display is the all-new 2019 Fiesta WRC developed by M-Sport prepared for the WRC 2019 season packing 380hp and weighting only about 1190kg.


Figure 8

That’s it for the rally history hallway. The other path you can take from the main hall is the Le Mans Racing History hallway. 
This hallway is dedicated to one of the most iconic racecars of the past century – the mighty GT40. It was born out of motorsport’s most infamous grudge. Ford was ready to do a deal with Enzo Ferrari to purchase his company. The Old Man, as wily as he was, knew he needed some major investment, and Ford wanted to go endurance racing. A deal was about to go down between Ford and Ferrari to create road cars and competition machinery. There was only one catch, the deal said that Ford gets all rights to the Ferrari Racing Division. When Enzo read that, he just left the pen on the table and left the building. Empty-handed on his return to Detroit, Ford’s point man, Don Frey, was told by Henry Ford II to ‘go to Le Mans, and beat his ass.’ Or so the legend goes. The result was the GT40, a car that most definitely is a legend. Everyone knows that the GT40 dominated 1960s sports car racing, but the fact that you’d probably struggle to name any of the winning drivers confirms the power of this particular car.The Mk.I was the original Ford GT40 and it’s the 1st car on display at the hallway. The engineers at Ford were really pressured to make the Mk.I ready for Le Mans as they only had 10 months to make the car. However, none of the cars finished the 1964 Le Mans race and rivals Ferrari took the podium with a 1,2,3 finish. The first success came after their demise at the Nassau Speed Weekend Nov 1964 when the racing was handed over to Carrol Shelby. Shelby's team modified the Ford GT40 and the first win at Daytona February 1965 was achieved.


[image: ]
Figure 9
Henry Ford II was furious with the results of the 1964 Le Mans, so he ordered the team to put in whatever it takes to make a car to win the Le Mans. The 1966 Le Mans race was revenge time for Ford as the team of engineers came up with the GT40 Mk.II which was much more developed and an overall much more stable car and Ford entered the Le Mans race with confidence. The Fords scored a marvelous 1,2,3 podium finish at the 1966 Le Mans and also dominated the next 4 years. The Mk.II is one of the most important cars in Le Mans history ever, bringing Ford their 1st ever Le Mans win. That's why it's the 2nd car on display in the hallway.


[image: C:\Users\Acer\Desktop\375px-Ford_GT40_(front).jpg]
Figure 10
[image: C:\Users\Acer\Desktop\Ford_GT40_Mk_IV.jpg]Next up in the exhibition is the Mk.IV GT40. The Mk. IV ran in only two races, the 1967 12 Hours of Sebring and the 1967 24 Hours of Le Mans and won both events. Only one Mk.IV was completed for Sebring; the pressure from Ford had been amped up considerably after Ford's humiliation at Daytona two months earlier. Mario Andretti and Bruce McLaren won Sebring, Dan Gurney and A. J. Foyt won Le Mans. The 1967 Le Mans remains the only truly all-American victory in Le Mans history — American drivers, team, chassis, engine and tires.


Figure 11The Ford GT40 disappeared for a long time after the 1970’s but at the 2002 show, a new GT40 Concept was unveiled by Ford. The all-new Ford GT was officially presented as a production car in 2005. The racecar version of the 20-th century Ford GT was the Ford GT1 presented in 2009. This is the 4th car displayed in the hallway. Three Ford GT1’s developed by Matech Concepts competed in the 2010 24 Hours of Le Mans race. Unfortunately, the GT1 didn’t have as much success as all three cars retired in the race.


[image: ]
Figure 12
In 2016 the 2nd generation Ford GT was presented to the world. After another 10 years of absence the Ford GT was resurrected again. This time it packed a twin-turbocharged Ford EcoBoost V6 engine instead of the traditional 4-litre V8 in all the previous GT variants. Despite the smaller engine the car boosted more power peaking at 647hp which is more than any previous generation. In 2017 a racecar version was introduced – the Ford GT LM GTE which is the last car on display in the hallway. On June 19, 2016 the Number 68 Ford GT of Ford Chip Ganassi Racing finished 1st at the 24 Hours of Le Mans in the LMGTE Pro class; the victory marked 50 years after Ford won the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 1966, where they came in 1st, 2nd and 3rd with the GT40.


[image: C:\Users\Acer\Desktop\27696530511_479c053dd3_o.jpg]
Figure 13

[bookmark: _GoBack]That’s it for the Le Mans history hallway. Both the paths of the Rally and Le Mans History hallways lead to the outer side of the exhibition where the two new models of the road versions of the cars await to be test-driven by spectators. The Focus RS can be driven on the dirt track for a rally-like experience and the Ford GT can be tested on the racing circuit to feel the thrill of Le Mans track racing. Also, outside the spectators can find catering services and toilets.
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Ford Racing Exhibition
Goodwood FOS 2020

About Goodwood FOS:

The Goodwood Festival of Speed is an annual hill climb
featuring historic motor racing vehicles held in the
grounds of Goodwood House, West Sussex, England in
late June or early July; the event is scheduled to avoid
clashing with the Formula One season, enabling fans to
see F1 machines as well as cars and motorbikes from
motor racing history climb the hill.

In the early years of the Festival, tens of thousands at-
tended over the weekend; as of 2014 it attracts crowds
of around 100,000 on each of the three days it is now
held. A record crowd of 158,000 attended in 2003,
before an advance-ticket-only admission policy came
into force; attendance was subsequently capped at
150,000.
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Exhibition Summary:

Dive deep in the Ford Racing history

in the 2020 exhibition at Goodwood FOS.
The exhibition offers an exciting trip down
memory lane in Ford’s amazing racing
history in different racing disciplines.

Henry Ford is known as the father of cars as we
know them today. In 1896 he introduced the 1st.
combustion engine car to the world — the Quadricy-
cle with an 4hp engine. In 1904 Henry Ford founded
his own motor company — Ford Motor Company in
Canada. In 1907 the famous Ford logo is trade-
marked and the rest is history.
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Exhibition Details:

Le Mans

Ford Motor Company returned to Le Mans for a
rematch with Ferrari in 1967. While Ford bested
the Italians with the GT40 Mark Il in 1966, this
time it fielded an all-new car. Dan Gurney and
A.J. Foyt piloted a Ford Mark IV around the Cir-
cuit de la Sarthe for 24 brutal hours. The two
drivers, like the crew members and Ford execu-
tives there with them, hoped all the while that
neither they nor their machine would break
under the strain.

Rally
Ford Rally team has been dominating the scene

from the 1980’s scoring huge success and re-
maining still one of the top teams in the scene.
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To find out more about the exhibition and
other tours avalible from 2020 please contact:

Boris Kamarashki
Head of exhibitions
+44889741246

bkexpo@gmail.com
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Copyright
Copyright © 2019, Ford Motor Company.
All rights reserved. All text, images, graph-
ics, animation, videos, music, sounds, and
other materials on this website ("site") are
subject to the copyrights and other intel-
lectual property rights of Ford Motor Com-
pany, its affiliated companies, and its li-
censors. Ford Motor Company owns the
copyrights in the selection, coordination,
and arrangement of the materials on this
site.
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