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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Within Wales, legislative frameworks have shifted from the Children’s Act (1989), integrating safeguarding procedures for children within part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBWA). While the overarching legislation is now within SSWBWA (2014), the duty to investigate and protect under S47 of the Children’s Act (1989) continues to be a core aspect of safeguarding procedures in Wales. This legislation plays a vital role in child protection. It establishes the principle that the child’s welfare must be the primary consideration in all safeguarding decisions. The act provides the legal mechanisms for protective interventions, such as care and supervision orders, allowing local authorities to act when a child is in danger or experiencing significant harm.
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP) (2025) were developed to provide guidance upon safeguarding procedures in Wales. Within the WSP a child at risk is a person under the age of eighteen who is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect or harm, whom also has support needs. The definitions of harm encapsulate sexual, emotional and psychological abuse alongside neglect, impairment of physical, mental, intellectual, social, emotional and behavioural health and development. In addition to such forms of harm, there are further risks in regard to criminal exploitation, sexual exploitation, female genital mutilation and modern slavery. This is not exhaustive and accumulative and intersecting factors must be assessed in formulating decisions, such as being withdrawn, injury, behaviour changes, unkempt appearance and environmental risk factors (WSP, 2025)
Protecting children from harm is a core responsibility for professionals working across health, education, and social care in Wales. The legal frameworks that support safeguarding practice is designed to uphold children's rights, ensure their safety, and promote their well-being. Several key legislative instruments work together to guide practitioners in responding effectively to concerns and making decisions that prioritise the needs of the child.
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) serves as the foundation for safeguarding procedures in Wales. There is a clear focus upon early intervention and the identification of concerns. From this point, the duty to report, as within adult’s services is relevant which will then determine the most proportionate response. In some cases, S 47 enquiries are required, which may result in the need for immediate protection but can also highlight the need for care and support protection. When a report is received the LA has to decide upon the course of action with a focus on working with families in the least intrusive way to protect the child. Reports can result in no further action, identified care and support needs under part 3 of SSWBWA (2014), immediate and urgent protection or that the case needs to be taken forward to a strategy discussion; a multi-disciplinary process held under S47 of the Children’s Act (1989). Legal consultation is often required alongside multi agency input, particularly surrounding immediate protection cases and S47 enquiries. 
Recent developments in Welsh law has further strengthened children’s rights. The Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act (2020) removed the legal defence for physical punishment, reinforcing the message that all forms of physical discipline are unacceptable. This change aligns with the values of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which, although not legislation, is a key framework guiding policy and practice in Wales. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding in Wales is governed by distinct legal frameworks for adults and children, reflecting their differing needs, rights, and vulnerabilities. Despite these differences, both are underpinned by shared principles, particularly those outlined in the SSWBWA(2014), which promotes a person-centred, rights-based approach to protection and well-being across all age groups.
The Children’s Act (1989) remains a cornerstone of safeguarding legislation, establishing that a child’s welfare is the paramount consideration in all decisions; ensuring interventions prioritise safety, development, and best interests. Consent in children’s safeguarding is typically obtained from parents or guardians, but Gillick competency (NSPCC 2022) allows children under 16 to make decisions about their care if they demonstrate sufficient maturity and understanding. This introduces complexity, requiring professionals to balance autonomy with protection.
In contrast, adult safeguarding is shaped by the MCA (2005), which affirms the right of individuals to make their own decisions, even if unwise, provided they have capacity. Adults can refuse safeguarding interventions, and their capacity must be presumed unless proven otherwise. This legal framework places strong emphasis on autonomy, informed consent, and respect for individual choice. Another difference within safeguarding processes is that alongside the requirement for care and support needs, the adult must be unable to protect themselves from harm, or the risk of, because of these needs (WG, 2014)
Despite these legal distinctions, there are notable similarities in safeguarding practice. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2025) stress the importance of gathering sufficient information, capturing the individual’s views and wishes, and ensuring decisions are evidence-based. Whether working with adults or children, practitioners are expected to focus on clear outcomes and multi-agency collaboration. The development of regional safeguarding boards (** WSB, 2020) and shared responsibilities across sectors has brought adult safeguarding more in line with children’s procedures.
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2025) define a child at risk as someone under 18 who is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect, or harm, and who has care and support needs. Categories of harm such as physical, emotional, sexual, financial, and neglect apply across both adult and child safeguarding. However, children’s procedures place additional emphasis on developmental impact, offering alternative routes for intervention. Children’s procedures also highlight stricter timescales and enhanced LA power within legislation in comparison to adult’s services because of consent, capacity and self-determination within adult services. This raises interesting reflective points about maintaining core principles of children’s legislation whilst exercising such levels of power within legal frameworks.
While the legislation differs in its application, the overarching aim remains consistent: to protect individuals from harm while promoting their rights, dignity, and well-being. For social workers, understanding these complexities is essential to delivering effective and compassionate safeguarding support.

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
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