Moodle

Blending your VLE pages with your learning & teaching aims and objectives
When thinking about how to build your Moodle VLE module there are a number of considerations:
Consider first, who are your students?

Are they PGs, UGs, campus based, distance learning.  This will influence how you use your VLE space.  Considerations and questions therefore could be:
· Who is using the VLE

· Why are they using it

· What do they need to know

· What you what them to know

Scaffolding

'Scaffolding'; is a term used to describe the ways in which we help students build their understanding of a concept and within the VLE how we provide structure that enables students to know where they are, what they need to do as they move through the course.  Considerations when thinking about the VLE include:

· Tone
· Signposting

· Sequence

· Appropriateness

· Resource quantity

· Linking
· Activities

· Consistency
What ever you decide to do with your VLE space first think about what your students will discover from the activity…..  Learning comes before tools…!
Considerations for module content and design
	Topic
	Supporting Resources

	Name of your module
Welcome

Essential information related to your module
Contact information
Your expectations of your students

What your students can expect from you as their tutor

Discussion sites:

Introduce yourself

Questions & comments

Assignment discussion area
	Module handbook
Assignment information 

Method of assessment

Important dates

Contact information

	First week (topic)
What is the objective of the week - Set the scene for your module

Consider your scaffolding - linking forward
	Think about the relevant resources

Think about how these will build week on week turning your module VLE area in to a good reference area for students

	Second Week (topic)
What is the objective of the week?
Think about how this is related to your first week and how you will link to your next
Is there any information you need to be thinking about related to the assignment.  

What is your scaffolding for this week - how are you going to signpost onto your next topic?
	Relevant resources:
Links out - why those links?  
Activities - why those activities?

	Third Week (topic)
What is the objective of the week?
Again think about links forward and backward

Remind students about assessment

What is your scaffolding for this week - how are you going to signpost onto your next topic?
	Relevant resources:

Links out - why those links?  

Activities - why those activities?


Tools and activity consideration and options
	Blended Activities
	Tools
	Learning Skill

	Brain Storming
	Mindmapping
	Knowledge organisation

Collaboration

Teamworking

Prioritisation

	Collaborative writing
	Document sharing (wikis)

Document building

Collaborative reviewing (social networking)
	Teamworking
Organisation

Negotiation

	Discussions/debates
	A/Synchronous Chat

Video Conferencing

Chat spaces
	Oratory

Articulation

Synthesising

'On the spot' thinking

	Longer term group projects  
	VLE 

Shared Documents 

Groupworking sites 
	 Collaboration 

Teamworking 

Negotiation 
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