

Discourse Chain for small talk between friends/colleagues

A discourse chain is a role-play activity in which you have to create the language yourself from a series of instructions. In the following example, work with a partner. Read the instructions for each stage, decide what you need to say, and work with a partner. When finished, swop roles and restart:-
 
	STUDENT A
	STUDENT B

	Instructions to help you decide what to say:-
	Instructions to help you decide what to say:-

	
	

	(1) Ask your colleague how they feel about
The weather in Swansea 
	

	
	(2) Reply in a negative way

	(3) Agree with your colleague
	



	(4) Now ask if they have been to the Glyn Vivian
Art gallery yet
	

	
	(5) Reply that you have not. Then ask if they have visited that place themselves

	(6) Tell them about the Glyn Vivian (use your 
Information box below)
	

	
	(7) Explain that you are impressed and that you might go there yourself

	(8) Explain that it is a good place to go if the
weather is bad.
	

	
	(9) Ask your colleague to expand on this
Statement

	(10) Tell them about the café
	

	
	(11) Ask them if it is possible to smoke there

	(12) Explain that all cafes in Swansea are non-
Smoking. You have to go outside to smoke.
	



Examples of structures that could be used:-
(1) What do you think about the weather in Swansea? / Do you like the Swansea weather?
(2) I hate it / It’s awful / No comment!
(3) I agree / Your’e not wrong there! / You can say that again!
(4) Have you ever been to the Glyn Vivian Art Gallery?
(5) No, I haven’t. How about you?
(6) Yes, several times. Once I saw an exhibition showing drawings by Leonardo Da Vinci.
(7) I’m impressed. I might give it a go.
(8) It’s ideal when the weather is bad.
(9) Tell me more.
(10) Well, there’s a cafe so can get something to eat and drink.
(11) Do they allow you to smoke there?
(12) No, all Swansea cafes are non-smoking. 



Now start a similar conversation about Swansea Market…
	Information about the Glyn Vivian Art Gallery
In general

World famous Swansea porcelain depicting Chinese gardens and temples. Biography of Glyn Vivian. Exhibition of drawings by Leonardo Da Vinci. A small library contains books including engravings by Gustav Dore. Also, there are engravings by Hogarth on general display. Art installations, including a movie about German graphic design

Information about the Glyn Vivian Art Gallery
The Cafe

A range of tea, different coffees, hot chocolate, cold drinks, sandwiches, baked potato meals
And other meals

A souvenir shop as part of the café area where 
you can buy art postcards, books on art and numerous small works of art often made by local artists
	Information about Swansea Market
About 100 businesses under one roof
Europe’s largest indoor market

Many Cafes and a huge variety of Shops

Many stalls sell fresh fish while others sell fresh meat and poultry. Other stalls sell a wide variety of goods including newspapers, magazines, books, stationery, electrical goods, chocolate, seafood (try the cockles and mussels), ice-cream,. 

A souvenirs shop sells goods to remind you of your time in Wales (T-shirts, love-spoons, mugs, badges, pictures, artwork)etc…

You can get passport photographs taken by a professional camera man. There is an IT shop
Plenty of places to buy fresh vegetables, fresh fruit, perfumed candles, a stall specialising in watches and clocks, to name just some of the more than 100 stalls/small shops
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