In-depth of how the Greek Hero of Achilles was treated in Latin Texts from the Period Roman Empire 

 During the rise and height of the roman empire how would the tale of Achilles be held in the tradition of the Romans? The tale of Achilles is one that was originally made in Greece but with the fall of Greece under the Roman empire the texts were translated over and adapted to the more roman style of writing. Though much was not actually changed in these texts, only the names of the gods were adapted, the way that the story tells itself from staying in period of the mythic heroic Greece and the events not crossing over into the Romanic areas can tell something about the treatment of the texts in the roman period. The structure of this essays will follow why the location of the texts are important to the romans, the way that Achilles is presented and then looking at the impact that the story of Achilles would have on the Roman empire. This essay is also limited to the use of two different texts to use as examples to points made in these texts. 

[bookmark: _Int_1TIPi0ll][bookmark: _Int_B6jZG0Uc]To start off with looking at the location that the event of Achilles takes place. The location of the Achilleid, which is the story of Achilles, takes place primarily in Greece during the period of what is called heroic Greece. This is the period in which most mythical events such as Heracles and Perseus take place in. The Latin texts use of the Greek locations allowed for the Roman empire to keep the negatives of the story such as the hubris of the Greeks against some gods since this was a moment that was best keep outside of the Roman empire to keep all the romans believing they are better than those they have conquered. A way this can be seen is with the use of how the now translated texts are making reference to the roman version of the gods while talking about Greece and its islands. This can be seen quite easy in the Deidamia Achilli since the reference to the God Janus is made within the first ten lines and then is followed by the saying “the whole of Greece asks for my help” (Parks, 2011, p.28). looking at the Deidamia Achilli allows for the insight into the events of the Achilles and Troy from the perspective of the lover of Achilles, Briseis. Looking into why the location of this myth is so important is that when looking at the Deidamia Achilli is that it is from the viewpoint of a women and with Briseis having a vast impact on the story of Achilles is fairly unnatural for the Romans, so the relevance of this story taking place in a different place to the Romans allows for them to touch upon the more political and cultural differences that the two cultures had. This is very important to maintain since with the way that Rome held itself as a patriarchal empire the holding of the location with the relevance that women had in the story of Achilles allowed for the Roman empire to keep hold of its patriarchal state while keeping the story of Achilles together since Briseis being taken by Agamemnon was impactful on the Achilles and the Roman empire would not have wanted to cause any of their generals or soldiers to act in this way by keeping it as a Greek style of culture and weakness that the Rome would not be connected too. 

Continuing to look at the importance of location for the story of Achilles from the Latin texts, relates to the many different use of the islands that were used in the original Greek texts of the events of Achilles. Such as in the Achilleid there is an abounding amount of location mentioned and talked about in passing. This is keeping with the original version of the story since during this heroic period of Greece, there were a great many kings of the different city state (Shackleton, 2003. P.238). This would have been kept in from the Greek texts since the roman empire only had the one emperor that oversaw the Roman empire. The Romans would have wanted to keep the texts about how Greece had so many different rulers for different places in to show the cultural differences between the Greeks and the Romans and why they were not able to defeat the Roman empire since with so many kings of different places there would have been internal wars in Greece and the Roman empire would not allow since it was the emperor and the senate that would elect province leaders that would report to them about most things that would happen. This is importance when looking at the importance of the reason that the Latin texts kept the story in Greece since with the many different kings and city states under their own individual rule, it shows the romans that they live in a unified empire.

With the different reasons that are shown from the texts for why the location of the story is important in the Latin text when looking at the viewpoint of the Roman empire, there is also the reason that it is important that they include the locations from Greece is to make sure that the roman citizens know this myth took place long ago before the roman empire since with the fall of troy that is linked to Achilles story marked the beginning of the roman empire since if Achilles and the Greek did not invade and wage war against troy then Anaeus would not have had to leave troy and start the beginning of Roman empire since in the myth for the beginning of Rome, Anaeus is the ancestor to both Romelus and Remus. 

Now looking at the way that the story of Achilles is presented in the different Latin texts would be seen in different aspects depended on the way that the text is interpreted. Such as in the Deidamia Achilli can be seen as the aspects of Achilles being more towards the side of graceful lover from Briseis point of view that the Deidamia Achilli is taken from. Such as the way that Briseis morns the departure and separation of Achilles from her, this interpretation would be more for the women of the Roman empire. This is important since in the Deidamia Achilli the way that Briseis says about “See, I am more and more weighed down and, impatient of grief, I beg for your return day and night” (Parks, 2011, p. 29). This would be important for the roman empire to keep in since while helping the women of the Roman empire that the story is more than just about the war but also about love. This relevance can be seen as hugely important since with the first emperor of Rome being Augustus and his connection to the Goddess of love Venus through the adoption of Julius Ceasar brings around the connection that the power that the supposed patron goddess of the emperors has over all of life and not just the Roman citizens and this then would have been able to bring the power back to the emperors since the story of Troy begins with Paris choosing Venus over the other goddesses and this then follows over with the end of the story of Troy end with Paris killing Achilles who was meant to be the interpretation of the best solider that the Greeks had to offer. This links the Roman empire as being mightier than the Greeks and would show the people that the gods protect them. Also, in the text of the Deidamia Achilli, there is a small mention to the goddess of love and how that it the cause of the wounds in Briseis (Parks, 2011, p. 29) but also this could lead to further examination that the Latin text want to show that the goddess Venus was in favour of Troy in this war and that the fate of Anaeus was always meant to happen to allow for the legacy of Rome to be made after he flees the battle.

[bookmark: _Int_DmWPohe4]Going onto the second text of the Achilleid. The way that Achilles is talked about in this Latin text translation is that he is more willingly accepting of his destiny to go to Troy and that he must go to war even though it was against his mother the Nereid, Thetis, wishes (Shackleton, 2003, p. 387). The importance for this for the Roman empire and why it would be made mention of is that Achilles is honour bound by his father Peleus that he must go help Agamemnon in his war against Troy. This would be important to the Roman empire since they want the reads of the roman citizen to have the to think of the Greeks as more of an honour bound systemic people since this would bolster the view on the roman army since the army was also considered to be honour bound for each legionnaire to their legion. With this view on Achilles, it can be seen that the romans from a military standpoint would have respected Achilles in the way that he was a true warrior that even thought it was fated that he would die at the sacking of Troy he would still fight on and not give into the fear of death. Following the myth that Achilles was dipped into the river Styx that gave Achilles his near immortal fighting ability would also have some impact on how the romans would have seen Achilles since with this added advantage that he could not be hurt apart from his Achilles heel and this can be seen as unfair to have been fated to only die in one place at the end of the war so this would have negatively impacted the view the roman solider would have had of Achilles as a great warrior. 

So having looked over the 2 Latin texts the importance of how the story portrays Achilles is that the way he is presented to the empire would have changed from text to text that was read back in the Roman empire period. This is from the different texts' way of interpretating the view of Achilles because there are texts that would have viewed Achilles as a mightily warrior, those that made Achilles look like a graceful lover or as a man who would accept his fate that was given to him by the gods and that he would die a hero in the sacking of Troy. Because of the different interpretation that went along with the story of Achilles there is no one way that his story is presented in the Latin texts and make it harder to gauge what the roman public would have judge Achilles when it come to a warrior or a person. 

Now looking as to why the story of Achilles would have impacted the Roman empire within the two Latin texts chosen for this essay. Firstly, looking at the Deidamia Achilli. When looking into how this Latin text would impact the Roman empire, first it must be considered why the story of Achilles would affect the empire overall. The reason that the story of Achilles would impact the empire is that looking into the how Achilles is always told to be a Greek warrior and was meant to be the best warrior that the Greeks had to offer in the Trojan war, with his victory over Hector who was meant to be one of the best Trojan warriors that was fighting against the Greeks, his death can be seen as a heavy burden in the myth for the Romans since it was the Trojans that later became what was the Romans. So, from this the myth in suit shows that the Greeks were the better warriors against the Romans so this would negatively impact the empire but with the Deidamia Achilli being the perspective of Briseis it can be seen that while Achilles was separated from her that it cause turmoil and grief to her which can be implied to effect that the Greeks cared not much for love but only for in this mythological campaign (Parks, 2011, p. 29) and that would again show the impact that the story would have on the Roman empire since with this reasoning that the Greeks fought this war without love that even though after the sacking of troy happened the Greeks still lost since it was the later Trojans that had become Romans went onto to then dominate the Greeks and conquer them and put them under there ruling. The reason that love is such a heavy reasoning that it would impact the empire is that with the first roman emperor Augustus being the descendent of Venus the Goddess of Love being a well-known fact in the empire would lead the Romans to feel superiority over the Greeks and mark down Achilles for his hubris over the feeling of not needing to show his love. 

Now looking at the Achilleid on how the story of Achilles would have impacted the Roman empire. With the Achilleid it can be seen that Achilles is more accepting of it fate then his mother, Thetis, is and because of this the way that it would have impacted the empire is that with the because of Achilles more soldier like attitude towards going to war (Shackelton, 2003, p. 387) and how he is going to fight against the trojans against the command of his mother, it can be assumed that he would have been respected in this capacity and made the legion solider of Rome think about how they should share that attitude especially since this worthy quality was being showed by a Greek and this then impact the army to try and show they have some similar qualities to Achilles which could have led to them being inspired to fight harder and follow the orders of the commanders more even if it would lead to their deaths since this is how the mightiest Greek solider fought against the Trojan who are the predecessor of the Roman empire. Also, with how in the Achilleid how he was talked about by the “son of Laërtes” is very complementary to how he was the god chosen warrior against the Trojans and how he was “awaited by War standing tall at his unbarred threshold” (Shackleton, 2003, p. 387). This sort of complement can be seen as an extremely high regard for the ability to fight that Achilles had and how he would be the embodiment of war that the Greek needed to beat the Trojans and with Achilles on the Greeks side there was not a risk of losing the war against Troy since Achilles would have the blessing of the war god on his side. 

To conclude this essay over the story of Achilles and how it was treated in the rise and height of the Roman empire is that with Achilles being the main character focused upon in this story it can be seen that the Latin texts all vary in how that interpret Achilles as a protagonist since keeping the story in a Greek setting allowed for the Romans to have many ways to portray him. Such as with the Deidamia Achilli, Achilles left his lover Briseis behind and that would impact that way that empire saw him since denying himself love was something the emperors would not have wanted from the first dynasty of emperors since they were meant to be descended from the Goddess of love Venus. With the Achilleid, Achilles is shown in more of a warrior kind of way following an honour bound oath to help in the war even though it will lead to his death, and this would be looked kindly upon by romans since he is honour something his father Peleus had promised so with this that the romans can also look favourably upon him in the sense that he is a good warrior even though following the roman myth that the Trojan was there predecessor. To Finalise the way that Achilles is treated in the Latin texts will vary from perceptive to perceptive, however he will always be look upon as an elite warrior for the Greeks whose hubris against love could have been what lead to his downfall. 
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