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To conclude, critical thinking is a vital part of academic success. Organisation, persistence and perseverance and Reflection are all skills that will help to develop your critical thinking skills in Education.
Reflection
(Craig, 2005:105) states that ‘Reflection is an active process that enables you to transform experience into learning’. Reflection is when you make a conscious effort to look further into something, which in academic learning could be an experience, presentation or assignment. By reflecting, we attempt to critically analyse ourselves to improve future performance and study skills. 
Reflection does not come naturally to everyone, and therefore it is a skill that individuals work hard to develop. Some individuals may be able to reflect efficiently without the use of a structured model. But there are models available to help support the reflection process. For example, Giggs (1988) Circle model of reflection. This cycle includes  
Description- what happened?
Feelings – How were you feeling?
Evaluation – what was good/bad about the situation?
Analysis – What sense can you make from the situation?
Conclusion – what else could you have done?
Action plan – If this happened again what could you do?
(https://my.cumbria.ac.uk/media/MyCumbria/Documents/ReflectiveCycleGibbs.pdf, No date)
Reflection does not only need to be done after a certain academic task. It is also useful as a student to undertake a Personal SWOT analysis.  This aims to help you reflect upon your own strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. 

Organisation
The ability to be organised is an essential part of student life. Organisation is a skill that will not only Influence the development of Critical thinking in Education, but also serve you throughout your future career and life in general. By enhancing these skills, you ensure you can cope and manage academic study successfully.   
A degree is intense study and requires a lot of time and effort. Lack of organisation whilst undertaking a degree may lead to feelings of being overwhelmed or stressed. Organisation is not a skill that comes naturally to everyone, therefore there are certain techniques that can be put into place to support you as a learner. 
Time management is a skill that can be challenging at first, especially when you have commitments other than your degree. (Cottrell, 2003). Family, Jobs and maintaining a social life are all important, but can often come before your studies and therefore take away from time spent studying. It is important that as a student, you learn to prioritise and compromise. Craig, (2009) suggests that at times you need to make sacrifice in the short term, in order to meet your long-term ambitions. 
Whilst in university, although you will be given deadlines, you are the one responsible for when and how long you study. Therefore, by prioritising a set amount of time each week to sit down and focus on your work, you then give yourself the opportunity to maintain focus (Craig, 2009). Cottrell, (2003) places emphasise on the importance of effective diary keeping during your academic studies. This could be by using a diary or even creating a timetable. Craig, (2009) agrees with this, and believes that the use of a grid or timetable to list helps to clarify what needs to be done and in what timeframe. 
Another important factor of organisation is your study space. www.cmu.edu (no date) believes that even if you attempt to organise your work, a poor study space will have a negative impact on the quality of your study and work.
· Clear desk space
· Quiet Environment free from distractions
· All required resources in your area
· Comfortable chair or space
Organisation is also an essential part of working in any early years setting. Children need consistency, and therefore as a practitioner it is vital that we are organised.
Persistence and Perseverance
Persistence and perseverance are two skills that help to support your academic learning. Whilst undertaking any form of learning and education, you may come across times of hardship. 
The locus of control- Individuals who believe that they are in control of their own life and therefore are able to make changes and do something about it have a High locus of control. Individuals who believe that they have little to no control over their lives, and that everything is decided by external factors have a low locus of control (Eggert, 2013).
This essentially links to our ability to persevere during our academic studies, and also life in general. The locus of control has an impact on how we decide to handle any struggles, setbacks and obstacles to our learning. Therefore, if we try to understand that we are capable of making our own success, by taking risks, remaining motivated and persevering we will be on the path to academic success. 
http://learningandtheadolescentmind.org, (no date) states that ‘Persistence is evidenced by willingness to continue to try in the face of challenge’. One way of ensuring you remain persistent, is to set yourself clear goals. By taking time to write down what you'd like to achieve, whether that be for your specific assignment, or even by the end of your degree, you are able to give yourself something to aim for. If you are unaware of your personal goals, you will have nothing to actually persevere for, as you have no aims. You also need to be prepared for any obstacles that may come your way. If you are not prepared for a setback, it will come as a shock and will feel as though you will never be able to push through. By being prepared, you will have a plan of action and therefore have a more positive outlook on the situation. During your degree, there will often be challenges, but the ability to overcome them will further your commitment and push you out of your comfort zone (thiswomancan.org, 2017). This links back to reflection. By taking the time to reflect and understand why you are facing difficulty, you are enabling yourself to improve, persevere and push through. 
This is a vital skill to have whilst working in an early year setting. Whilst working in the school, I often face times of hardship where I think I am not doing my job to my full potential. On these days, it can feel as though the easy option is to give up, and to continue to not give one hundred percent. But, as a practitioner it is vital I persevere and look for new ways to improve my practice. For example, while teaching a certain topic I may create a lesson plan and think that my way of explaining is easy to understand. This is not always the case, and some lessons can fall apart. Rather than giving up and not teaching that topic, I must be persistent and look for other ways of ensuring the children fully understand. 


Critical Thinking in Education
     Introduction
This presentation will be discussing certain skills and qualities that influence the development of critical thinking in Education. Critical thinking, as defined by criticalthinking.org (1987) is ‘actively and skilfully conceptualizing, applying, analysing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating information gathered from, or generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication, as a guide to belief and action’ 
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