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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


The duties and powers for safeguarding children and young people are largely outlined in the following pieces of legislation; The Children Act 1989 and the Social Services Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. There is also the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 for Children which is designed to help practitioners apply the newer legislation (Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014). The procedures detail the essential roles and responsibilities for practitioners to ensure that they safeguard children and adults from harm (Social Care Wales, 2023).
Importantly, section 130 of the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 places a duty to report concerns about a child or young person if they have reasonable cause to suspect that a child may be at risk of harm. Under this legislation, a young person is seen to be at risk if they are experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm or has care and support needs, regardless of whether they are being me and appear to be at risk of harm, abuse or neglect (Social Care Wales, 2023). 

Should a child be deemed to be at risk of harm then a child protection investigation under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 might be authorised via a strategy meeting with police. This is the duty to make enquires where a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that a child who lives or is found in their area suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm (Children Act 1989). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to legislation there are internal policies and procedures that need to be adhered too. NHS Wales has a Safeguarding Policy which is written by the Teaching Health Board which outlines the reporting process and in particular states that advice should be taken from your line manager or a member of the safeguarding team and if a safeguarding referral is required, then the Child at Risk Flow Chart is followed. 
Furthermore, children and young people up to the age of 18 years are protected by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) which came into force in the UK in 1992. It is the most complete statement of children’s rights ever produced and is the most widely ratified international human rights treaty in history. The Convention has 54 articles that cover all aspects of a child’s life and set out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights that all children everywhere are entitled to. It also explains how adults and governments must work together to make sure all children can enjoy all their rights. There are four articles that are seen as ‘special’ and are regarded that the general principles; Non-discrimination (Article 2), Best interest of the child (Article 3), Right to life survival and development (Article 6) and Right to be heard (Article 12). 

Word County = 468













	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


There is a slight difference in the number of conditions that are to be met which defines an adult at risk compared with a child at risk; 

The adult at risk is defined as (i) experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect (ii) has care and support needs (whether or not the LA is meeting those needs and (iii) as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it. The third condition there is not relevant to a child at risk. I suspect that this is largely relating to capacity and consent. An adult can choose not to accept care and support and place themselves at risk of harm and the local authority will not take any action, unless there is a concern relating to their capacity to make that particular decision. However, a child cannot do the same, the local authority is under a duty to intervene to protect that child or young person. 

Consequently, should an adult at risk who has needs for care and support not be able protect themselves because of those needs place themselves at direct risk of harm, it may raise a concern with their capacity and a capacity assessment may be required under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, which could lead to an intervention against their wishes. 

Put simply a child at risk is assumed to be more vulnerable by virtue of their age however an adult at risk is assumed to be less vulnerable by virtue of their age, hence why there has been more legislation to safeguard children and young people than for adults previously. Legislation for adults has largely focussed more on protecting their rights and freedoms than safeguarding in particular. There are exceptions where Gillick competence and the Frasier guidelines which show a child or young person has the capacity to have their say in the decisions being made (NSPCC, 2022).

There are differences in the categories of harm for example; financial abuse is a category in adults and not for children. There are also the newer Adult Protection and Support Orders which were introduced under part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act concerning safeguarding which are not obviously applicable to children’s Safeguarding. The APSO allows a specific person to speak with an adult suspected to be at risk, to establish whether they can make decisions freely and if any action should be taken, an important recourse for safeguarding adults (Social Care Wales 2023). 

Word county = 419
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