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Describe how Specific Learning Difficulties in Literacy impact on learning and achievement.
Introduction

Firstly what are Specific Learning Difficulties? SPLD is an umbrella term that is used to                       cover a range of difficulties such as; Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, Auditory and Language Processing and ADHD. These affect the way people learn and process information. These difficulties can be heredetary in families and is a neurological disorder rather than psycological. People on the Autistic spectrum are also likely to have SPLD as it co exists alongside Autism. 

This essay is giving a deeper insight into the impact Dyslexia has on an individuals learning and achievement. Dyslexia is a lifelong condition and is known as the most common concern. Researchers are not 100% sure what actually causes Dyslexia, but are definate it is to do with genes and the brain. Siegel (2006) suggests “Dyslexia is a neurological condition with a genetic basis” A person with dyslexia is misusing their left hemisphere; which is programmed to enable them to read, by using the right one to read and spell, and a wasted central piece of tissue in the brain, which is called the Corpus Colosum.“ Dyslexia is evident when accurate fluent reading and/or spelling develops incompletely or with great difficulty”. Unlike a learning disabiliy, intelligence is not affected.
 Although the principal difficulties related to dyslexia is being able to read fluent and accurately. Children may find it difficult to understand questions given to them regarding the text they have read, but if it is read to them, they may not find any difficulty in answering the questions independently. 

Signs of dyslexia in children become more apparent when they begin school and begin to focus on learning to read and write. Children with dyslexia may show signs of;  a slow pace when reading and writing, become confused with the order of letters in words and writing letters such as “b” instead of “d” . They will shows signs of poor or consistent spelling, find difficulty to carry out a sequence of directions and struggle with planning and organisation. 
Children with dyslexia tend to be stronger vsually and kinisthetically, as opposed to auditory.  Cognitive difficulties can also be apparent in children, which includes memory and organising information which are often quite major difficulties that the dyslexic child would have to overcome for them to carry out efective learning. There is also the emotional impact that dyslexia can have on individuals whilst in a learning environment. These include; Anger, frustration, low self-esteem, lack of motivation and showing signs of poor behaviour. They soon become to realise that some aspects of school can be challenging for them. This can lead to them feeling a failure, which can lower a child’s motivation and self-esteem in their learning journey. 

Here are some statements from individuals on how it feels to be dyslexic. ( British Dyslexia Association, 2018)
“ I know what i want to say, but i can never find the right words”.
“ It’s like my computer crashing with too much information”.

“ Sometimes when i am being told what to do, the words i hear get all jumbled up in my mind and i just can’t take in what is being said to me”.

A web based study was carried out by Reid (2004) which involved  parents perspectives on how they had to deal with the problems associated with dyslexia. The outcomes were very interesting as it touched on the emotional aspect of dyslexia. 
There are numerous procedures that are available for identifying and assessing dyslexia. Early identification is important for effective intervention to avert the spiral of failure which can acompany the learners performance with literacy difficulties. There are two different assessments used to for dyslexia. They are formal and informal assessments. If a teacher has a suspicion that a child in their class may have dyslexia, and conducts an assessment, it is imperitive that they liase and give feedback to the parents/ guardians if the specified difficulties are to be properly overcome. It is important that the school, child and parents work closely together. Research undertaken by Heaton (1996; Riddick, 2009; Reid et al., 2008) shows “the relief that parents often experience following the many months of uncertainity prior to a formal assessment”.
The informal assessment involves using checklists or headings. This is a starting point which enables the teacher to distinguish the children that are not performing as they should, and showing some common behaviours.The informal assessment can be more useful than a formal standardized assessment, as it has more detail and useful information. An informal assessment is seen as more dynamic than a formal one, as it does not only calculate the present, they can be applied over time and accommodated to suit different stages. It is also flexible, and evidence of behaviours can be logged over time. 
Dyslexia should not only be identified through using a test. Classroom and curriculum factors need to be considered when carrying out an informal or observational assessment. The child’s preffered learning style and his/her specific strengths and difficulties. Pupil voice, asking the child will also contribute to the assessment. The tenants of an assessment can be logged whilst carrying out and the interpretation of an assessment: It is important that the teachers have an understanding of dyslexia so that these attributes can be recognised. It is important that the teacher looks at the assessment diagnostically even if formal or informal tests are used. The teacher must link assessment with teaching. Suitable resourses and teaching activities need to be developed that link in with the results from the assessment. 
It is important for children with dyslexia to feel they are vaued and equal in the classroom. With the help of a dyslexia friendly classroom, this can help the individuals achieve this.  

For this to happen teachers need to immediate action, rather than wait until they are faced with a child in their classroom with dyslexia! In a dyslexia friendly school all teachers are authorised by specific training, policy and ethos, to enable them to identify the learning issues and take swift action. (British Dyslexia Association 2018).
Here are some strategies that may help to make it dyslexia friendly; Use displays to remind students of the key words in a topic. Provide writing frames and vocabulary for written work. Give students extra time to read and complete their written tasks. Avoid asking pupils to copy from a board. Repeat and reinforce instructions frequently as many dyslexic pupils have visual and auditory memory deficit. Allow access to a word processor for long pieces of work. Always build on learner confidence and use positive re-inforcement. Technology such as computers and speech recognition software that can be used to support pupils with dyslexia in reading and writing when they are a bit older. 
There are many available resources that can be used in the classroom to support pupils with dyslexia. Resources can be purchased from the Senco and can also be made by hand. Visual timetables which are symbolised, enable pupils to undertsand what their school day consists of and also over a longer period of time. They can give the pupil a structure for their day which helps them to reduce their anxiety levels. Resources like  this are going to benefit most of the pupils in the setting. Mind maps and thought showers are a simple  and highly effective way of connecting thoughts. A mind map only uses keywords to prompt memory and encourages the use of colour and imagery. Mind maps can also provide dysleic people with a much better way to organise and assimilate information. These can also help with dyslexia by breaking down large pieces of information into smaller esay to read chunks. It is important that the teacher has the correct tool for the individual to use to enable them to benefit from it.  
There are useful apps on the website that can be useful for pupils to use. Memory games, colour overlays, rainbow alphabet can also be used in classrooms to help. Support from teachers, learning support and teaching assistants are paramount in the classroom to enhance pupils progress, self esteem and confidence for their future.
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