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Task 2. In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.

Touring theatre allows the creators to tailor-make a performance that produces work which is most effective; both for their given audience, the style they generate and the content of the work.
“by tailor-making performances for known audiences these companies hoped to change their audience in some way, however marginally. Not only that, if a number of audiences in similar type of community […] could be changed by such a show, there might be a wider effect. Such a show might contribute to some sort of progressive social, even political movement”. (Kershaw. 1992: p03)
This creative freedom allows a company to invent work, which not only holds up a mirror to society but also challenges the social, political and cultural standing point of the audiences watching. “Don’t start from good old things, but bad new ones”. (Kershaw. 1992: pxi). Touring theatre is performed in the environment that the audience is familiar to; in schools, village halls, parks and prisons to name a few, making the work tangible. It is also financially accessible, and a response is encouraged, both at the time of performance and beyond. This aids a company to address important topics that are ailing our society in order to bring about change. 
Our society is riddled with the nonchalant and ignorant contribution to plastic pollution, often unaware of the damage being caused on a global scale. “More than 1 million birds and 100,000 sea mammals and turtles die each year because of the plastic we continue to dump—some 12 million tonnes globally a year” (Hansard: 02 May 2018) Plastic pollution transcends all culture, religion, status, class and politics because it affects our ecosystem. “Our planet has only one ocean, wrapped around it like a cloak” (Hansard: 17 May 2018). Microplastics are found everywhere on earth.  It is a tragedy we all face. 
The age demographic of our audience is year 5 and 6, which naturally allows us to cross into theatre in education. However, all issue-based touring theatre is used to inform and therefore this show would be just as revealing to an older generation. When increasing awareness among the general public, young people are a good place to start because they are able to influence social circles, such as their family. If they start to make changes (such as refusing single-use plastic and challenging the habits of parents and guardians) the adult will become more aware of their own plastic consumption.  This knowledge then ripples out to other family members, friends, colleagues and acquaintances. Small changes are enforced through the community, starting at the central hub of a primary school. Refusing single-use plastic may seem trivial but as Melina Glimbovski says in her talk: “Why care about a little piece of plastic? Because it starts a conversation” (TEDx Talks, 09 August 2017) 
We have created an obsolete culture around these children; “40% of Europe’s plastic production is packaging” (TEDx Talks, 22 November 2017). However, educating young people and following through on improved practises at school can eradicate the ignorant habits that contribute to plastic pollution. Touring theatre offers an engaging insight to the harm plastic is doing, and what the solutions are. This practical advice will enable the audience to reduce their personal and corporate plastic waste. Individuals will then be empowered to encourage younger pupils at their primary school to follow suit, but also to carry through what they have learnt into secondary school. 
These pupils are who we are leaving this planet to. ''We don't inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children." (eNotes, 1 Mar. 2012).  With the 25year government plan things are moving too slowly for a problem which is now increasing in such epic proportions. We must encourage them to make a difference for themselves and empower them to become; politicians, educators and inventors of the next generation. Whether they play a direct role in the race against plastic pollution, or simply understand it so that they can make informed decisions into their adult lives, then it is important we start now. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“When it was suggested to them that perhaps it was teenagers who had dropped all the bottles, they said, “No it’s not; it’s adults,” and they picked the bottles up. That is testament to our young people and their understanding of and connection with the environment, which is something to be hopeful about and something we should promote”. (Hansard: 02 May 2018)
Finally, children have a heart of compassion, which leads to action. 
“in saying that so often it is children and young people who, on occasion, get a bad reputation for engaging in litter and plastic waste, but often they are among the most concerned about the issue, and are involved in some of the most positive examples we have seen in clean-ups and taking action, which is delivering a benefit to coastal communities.”  (Hansard: 02 May 2018)
They see and understand the need, often far more clearly and with less prejudice than adults. Our piece will give them the knowledge, tools and passion to make a positive change.
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