Summary of David Atwill and Yurong Atwill’s “Sources in Chinese History : Diverse Perspectives from 1644 to the Present”, chapter 3.
This article is about the Taiping Rebellion and the fall of the Manchurian city. Primarily it suggests that the ways the Taiping’s came to rule were largely destructive, however the reforms put in place afterwards could be seem as successful collectivism. The main question tackled is how could the Qing government under oppression from simply one hundred thousand rebels? (p.51)

Firstly, Atwill states the Manchus were hated for “making the Chinese forget their roots” (p. 50), however Hong XiuQuan can be argued as doing the same. Not only did the Manchu’s order men to shave and to stop wearing robes, they are also described as “dogs” and “pigs” (p. 50). These both are negative Christian symbols of laziness, greed and uncleanliness, also shown through stating they raped many Chinese women to control families and continue their blood line. The concept that society felt as if they were betraying traditional ideas, can also be seen with Hong XiuQuan as he created Taiping doctrines adapted from Christianity, such as the 10 commandments, rejecting traditional Chinese religions (p.53). Atwill suggests the Christian element possibly wasn’t needed as the Taiping leadership simply “tapped into a deep and widespread ethnic prejudice against Manchu Qing court” (p. 49), therefore suggesting society would stand with anyone who rebelled against the Manchurians. Additionally, this is further shown by suggesting that the Taiping’s 10 commandments were “a superfluous departure” (p. 49) from the Christian commandments, and thus unnecessary to their rise to power. Overall, Atwill suggests it is more the idea they were rebels, than they were religious, that created public support to cause the Qing Empire to collapse.

Atwill uses multiple pages to show evidence that the rebels seem to have caused the Manchu city to fall through destruction. Rebel armies gathered forces to “fire rifles and canons” (p. 52) and segregated men and women with disastrous consequences. Atwill argues breaking entire groups by gender led to whole families committing suicide rather than being split up in a warzone (p.52). After the Manchurian city fell, the Taiping plans sought to “regulate, systematize, and classify Chinese society” (p. 56), through collectivization. Hong XiuQuan seemed to “displace traditional regimes of landed wealth” (p.56), by making everyone have equal food and land. For example, every family received 5 hens, every child was sent to church and every man got a manual occupation, such as carpenter, blacksmith or potter, all regardless of social positions (p.57). This reorganization of society seemed to be effective as it lasted for decades and rejected ideas of class and encouraged equality

Atwill’s main theory is that the Taiping rebellion left long term impact on China. Mainly this because it “diverted Qing’s attention from its border regions” (p.58), therefore leaving them open for future attacks. One example, given by Atwill, is the Panthay rebellion, which led to the massacre of 10,000 Muslim men, women, and children (p.58). Primarily this case study is used to reflect the “lingering religious and ethnic ties with Asia” (p.58), thus suggesting the Taiping was not only rebel group causing the Qing Empire to collapse.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Atwill’s argument is that as the Manchurians were considered barbarians, society may have sided with rebels regardless of religion. Additionally, the Taiping created positive social reforms and future rebellions which created “effective and independent governments that ruled over large areas of territory for more than a decade” (p.58).
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