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Blog Post: Concerns Arising About The Future of Electric Vehicle (EV) in Malaysia

Introduction: This blog discusses the current situation of endorsing the purchasing of EV as the replacement to the traditional internal combustion engine vehicle (ICE) in Malaysia and concerns about incorporating them in this country. 
Main Body:
EV can be defined as vehicles that operate independently from internal combustion engines and fully powered by electrical machines which means that they do not emit such harmful substances to the environment such as carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide (Vascan & Szabo, 2022). The idea of incorporating EV has risen only recently when Elon Musk, the multi billionaire owner of SpaceX and Tesla, released his own model of EV which has attracted a lot of crowd because the Tesla EVs are operated fully on electric, which has not been achieved by any car manufacturer. Shortly after the release of Tesla, the race to produce EV by car manufacturing brands has started ever since. In Malaysia, names such as Beyond Your Dreams (BYD), Ionic and Ora started to earn their reputation as producers of EV besides Tesla. 
Although there are abundant benefits of using EV instead of ICE, the question regarding its relevance, efficiency and suitability in the Malaysian context still persists. In terms of relevance, is the Malaysian environment ready for the changes it takes to incorporate EV? One of the prominent challenges faced by Malaysians to incorporate EV is the lack of charging stations, which could negatively impact the distance that can be travelled by EV and limit its usage (Abdul Yamin, 2023). According to the Malaysian Automotive Authority (MAA) there are only 4000 charging stations in Malaysia which is primarily focussed on the urban areas in the western region of Malaysia Peninsular as of 2022 (Muzir et. al, 2022).
The Malaysian economy is also very dependent on fossil fuels regardless of government initiatives such as the establishment of Malaysian Automotive and IoT institute (MARii) to endorse the purchasing of EV (Veza et.al, 2022). The government also implemented a discount on the purchases of EV by exemplifying the buyers from paying road tax until 2025. Although, are these steps significant enough to make a change? Relying on endorsement alone while not developing infrastructure for EV to operate might also hinder the progress to get Malaysians to opt for EV instead of ICE cars. There are also questions about the country’s economic well-being, since petroleum is one of the biggest income sources for the country. According to the Malaysian Investment Development Authority (2023), the oil and gas sector alone contributes around 20% of the country’s Growth Domestic Product GDP. Trying to move from ICEs to EVs might be self-destructive without a proper layout for the country’s future economy. Even a slight change in the country’s diesel incentive policy already resulted in a significant price raise for raw materials. Therefore, a thoroughly designed, inclusive plan is needed to execute this mission. Otherwise, instead of benefitting our country, incorporating EV might hinder our country.
Therefore, how can we reconcile with these problems to manage the development of EV in Malaysia? Though the quest to achieve a better future for EV is still long, the problems stated are mostly infrastructural. With the outstanding increase in the number of EVs being imported to our country, the number of charging stations should increase with it. This includes increasing the number of charging ports for EV in public parking spaces, adding EV charging posts in petrol stations or even creating special charging stations that function the same as petrol stations,just that it is for EV. Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB) as our power conglomerate should capitalise from this situation since the market is still at its infancy stage and TNB as the only company in the power sector should look at this issue as an opportunity. The government should also target to incentivise activities that are supporting the adoption of EV by manufacturers, parking space developers, condominium developers and other entities that are directing their goals towards the expansion of EV in Malaysia. 
Conclusion: The initiatives to adopt EV in Malaysia should not stop at ‘hopping on the trend’, instead a thorough research is needed in order to determine effective measures to do so. The endorsement to incorporate EV must be more holistic in the form of education and incentive. The infrastructural development should also be sped up, suitable to the increasing numbers of EV, especially in the eastern region where the development seems to be very slow. Lastly, we should not give up on the idea of adopting EV when our country’s economy relies heavily on the oil and gas sector, but instead we should capitalise on the new market opening due to the EV trend.








Blog Post: Government Responsibilities in Containing Bullying Cases Among  Young Adults. 

Introduction: This blog discusses contemporary bullying cases and the relationship with the role of the authority to prevent the act .  
Main Body:
Bullying as defined by the Centres of Disease Control and Prevention and the United States Department of Education is any hostile behaviour(s) without the consent of the victim that can be done either individually or in a group by youths that are not considered as a dating partner or family members (Le Menestrel, 2020). Bullying can be classified as four categories which are physical, verbal, relational and damage to property. Cyberbullying is another type of bullying that involves sending threats or messages to intimidate the victim using computers as a medium to transmit the message ( Sonone et. al, 2021). Cyberbullying can take the form of one of the four types of bullying.
Recently, there have been two cases that shook the public, one in cyberspace and one in an education institute, with both cases resulting in the fatalities of the victim. This case happened in 2017 where the victim, a student of Universiti Pertahanan Nasional Malaysia, Zulfarhan (21 at the time) was pronounced dead, with the post-mortem of the body finding out that 80% of his body was covered with burn marks. They later found out that the victim was not only burnt with iron, but also tied up and beaten up by a group of his seniors. Among the 13 of the accused students, six students were found guilty of causing the death of Zulfarhan and they are charged with murder under Section 302 of the Penal Code with death sentence by hanging as the punishment for the act. The sentence was pronounced on 23 July 2024.
The second case is about a girl named Rajeswary Appahu or also known as Esha, who was famous in the social media platform TikTok. The girl was found dead in her apartment in 5 June 2024, believed to have taken her own life. It is found out that she was assaulted by her own TikTok community in the form of rape and death threats, and also defamation. The case is still under investigation with two TikTok accounts owners that are involved in the cyberbullying detained over the involvement. 
In the first case, the public primarily attacked the government over the six years period to bring justice to the family of the accused which should not be a problem considering that  this is a significant case, with numerous witnesses to help them solve the case. This has given the police and the authority a bad reputation and could potentially ruin the trust of the public towards these entities. Secondly, the public also condoned the government for being silent throughout the whole investigation, specifically the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia. Worst of all, the agency even opposed the death penalty to the six students, while not even commenting about the death of the poor victim Zulfarhan. The circumstances would be different if the agency is condoning the death sentence as a whole, but they specifically disagree with the death sentence to the convicted murderers. This is in a way showing a biassed judgement towards the victim’s family.
In the second case, the public condoned the very lenient fine of RM 100 towards a woman who was involved in Esha's harassment. This has angered the public and shows the flaws in our law. How can a person, who was responsible for the death of someone, be only charged with RM 100 while the victim’s death is caused by her? The public demanded a reprimand towards the current cyberbullying law because the degree of the case is simply severe enough to be charged with a heavy penalty.
These cases are indicators that the government is not doing a good job in containing bullying among the young adults. This is very worrying since it is found out that 25% of the youths were cyberbullied in the past (Ahmad Ghazali, 2020). It is also found that bullying in the higher education sector can be the result of academic stress, financial strains, relational intricacies, and identity conflicts among students which are common among students (Abdul Halim et. al, 2023). With these emerging trends of bullying, the government should be more aggressive to contain them or the public will lose their trust in the authorities, which could lead to chaos among the youth and their parents.
Conclusion: The government should aim to address these issues and have a clear stance over the cases that have happened. The government should also aim to protect the young adults from cases as such from happening ever again by implementing a more aggressive approach and implementing a stricter law among those who are caught and found guilty.







Blog Post: Transforming Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) to Embrace the Future Technological Advancement in Malaysia.

Introduction: This blog aims to address the importance of TVET in the usage of AI as well as the challenges this sector faces in their education.  
Main Body:
TVET is the vehicle to achieve poverty reduction, technical advancement, rapid industrialization and wealth generation through preparing the students for the workforce and employability especially in the field of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) (Amin et.al, 2023). For the contemporary situation, the roles of TVET expand beyond the traditional technical and vocational roles, but they are the movers for the current Artificial Intelligence expansion.
We can increase the students’ readiness and competency by implementing AI in their learning and equip them with necessary skills to face the digital era (Amdan et.al, 2024).  The combination between AI and TVET is highly beneficial to transform education in the STEM field. Not only are they equipped with the right skills to enter the workforce, they can also be the movers of the Industrial Revolution (IR) 4.0 in Malaysia. 
The government is encouraging school leavers to join the industry as their potential is limitless under this sector. The government has targeted for the TVET graduates to have 85% employability just under 6 months of their graduation! Although there are certain issues regarding this sector that should be addressed to the public. Many people look at TVET as the last resort for dropouts, where the reality is people who joined this sector have  really big potential in the education system (Subramaniam & Loganathan, 2020). 
TVET education sectors also have technological problems which are bias in AI algorithms, lack of access to technology, overreliance on AI and lack of training and support (Amdan et. al, 2024). Bias in AI algorithms is a problem to ensure the credibility of the quality of the works done by the students. We also face a lack of access to technology due to our bandwidth connection problems and hardwares such as virtual reality and augmented reality. We also need to solve the problem of students over relying on AI, such as the usage of ChatGpt in doing their assessment that might hinder the quality. Therefore, students will lack critical thinking and problem solving skills. Lastly, we are also facing the problem of limited resources in TVET education to actually allow the students to master this field. 
Though, this is not an excuse to not integrate AI with TVET in the education field. The benefits of TVET are still unmatched by other education sectors. With the increasing demand in technological fields, TVET is the only sector that can fully capitalise on this demand. Students in the TVET sector are also job-independent compared to other sectors. That is why they are recognised as the movers that enables this country to have a sustainable and prosperous future in the shares of prosperity 2030 (Abd Hamid et. al, 2023). 
The government must play its role to further extend the capabilities of education in TVET sectors. Encouraging students to join TVET by increasing their employability is the minimum that the government should do. Just like other education sectors, the quality of education in TVET sectors must also be developed along with the technological changes. We cannot let the fact that the high teacher dropouts in TVET sectors due to satisfactory reasons become a barrier to achieve our goals for the TVET sectors (Saharudin et. al, 2020). The government should also eliminate the stereotype that TVET is for dropouts in order to increase participation in this sector. 
Conclusion: Encouraging and improving the TVET sector is necessary to produce more competent graduates in this digital era. The government should  address the issues regarding the usage of AI in TVET education so the process of integrating AI and TVET can be achieved. Lastly, the issues regarding the infrastructure of TVET should also be dealt with immediately to ensure the quality of education.  
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