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Curatorial Task

My show will be on how artists raise awareness for environmental issues through the use of art, music and also in the media. I will be talking about artists like Michael Jackson who used music to deconstruct environmental issues and also the likes of David Attenborough and other artist who used paintings and art to show an emotional response towards the environment and how these issues are affecting us and how they use these to raise awareness. 

Environmental issues are spoken about daily for example plastic is one of the largest issues we face, in my exhibition I will include David Attenborough who narrates the documentary ‘Blue Planet’ which is used to raise awareness of the environmental issues for example plastic and also how the future depends on us humans and how we must do more to protect the planet. David Attenborough (2018) says ‘our actions are having a significant impact on the worlds oceans’ this shows how lethal it can be when plastic ends up in the ocean, the problems that occur is vividly highlighted throughout the serious to show the importance to the millions watching how much of an impact it can have on our planet and this is why change is needed now.  
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Matthews, H. Better dust than plastic (2018)

Going back to the theme I have selected ‘environmental issues’ I believe this is a very important topic as it has a massive impact on us humans and species around the world. Some of the main examples of environmental issues are Global warming, Deforestation, air and water pollution, overpopulation, Soil erosion, littering and destruction of biodiversity. Air Pollution is one of the main problems we face, this is due to industry and motor vehicles being the main pollutants also heavy metals, nitrides and plastics are also toxant’s responsible for pollution. Wild water pollution is caused by oil spill and acid rain and air pollution is caused by various gases and toxants released by industries, factories and combustion of fossil fuels. Within my exhibition I will hand out paper and bamboo straws in order to raise awareness and ditch the plastic straws’ which are only used once and then thrown away, I believe this will create a positive atmosphere and make it more interesting.  Parkinson (2018) says “plastic straws are one of the top 10 items found in beach clean- ups” this goes to show they are extremely popular and have a negative effect on the environment, this is why I will be promoting paper and bamboo straws within my exhibition. 
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         Rex Features, The best NO 1 records: Michael Jackson – Earth Song, (2012)


I am going to be using this within my exhibition because the song ‘earth song’ by Michael Jacksons is related to environmental change (1982). Michael Jackson wrote the lyrics himself in order to promote his message and give his own person opinion.  Michael Jackson (2009) discusses the pain us humans are causing to the earth ‘what about sunrise’? ‘What about rain?’ ‘what about killing fields’ this shows he is very concerned about our planet and also mentions ‘deforestation’ which has a massive effect on the environment as it results in a massive impact and a loss of habitat for millions of species. He continues to address throughout ‘what about us’ this shows he is clearly upset and frustrated and feels let down. He also says, ‘what about all the things That you said was yours and mine’ this clearly shows he is angry and frustrated because all of the amazing things are beings destroyed and our relationship with animals is ending. The lyrics have a lot of meaning behind them and have raised a lot of awareness nationally especially with animal and environmental organisations this is good because more awareness is shown.
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Judith Gale, The Artist Deep in the Heart of Environmental Awareness	 (2018)
One of the artist I will be including within my exhibition will be Judith Gale, she uses abstract art to show an emotional response through the use of colours and explores the depth within the painting and creates an emotional response to raise awareness about the environment. A recent article says that (Gale, 2018) ‘we have witnessed increased devastation brought on by natural disasters whose causes can be traced back to man-made damage to the environment.’ Sometimes things are out of control but sometimes there is no one but ourselves to blame, here is an example where humanity has been at the front of this issue. The Union Carbide gas leak is a prime example where highly toxic gas called ‘Methyl Isocyanate’ and several other highly toxic gases were released following an accident at the Union Carbide pesticide plant in India, thousands were effected due to the deadly gas cloud. This resulted in the eyes and throats of the victims to burn, induced nausea and resulted in killing several thousands, this also resulted in blindness and kidney failure and also later on it was estimated that thousands more died due to the toxic release [image: /Users/ewan/Desktop/Screen Shot 2018-04-11 at 10.52.14.png]and gas poisoning. 


 
Annemeet Hasidi- van der Leij, Air Pollution (2012)
I will be using the above painting within my exhibition, air pollution is one of the most known environmental causes and has extremely high effects on our environment for example the smoke can cause various different problems such as soot on buildings and trees and also spreading in the air which leads to creatures struggling to survive due to breathing difficulties and other problems. Marzouk (2017) provided information “air pollution can increase the risk of heart disease and stroke. It worsens asthma symptoms and can even cause lung cancer” this goes to show how dangerous it really is and the effects it has not just on the environment but also on us humans. It can even kill thousands per year but as said it damages buildings and other attractions because of the release of many toxic gases. 
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		Anthony Mwangi, On Top Of Things (2014)
This is a painting I will use in my exhibition, I choose this because it has a powerful meaning behind it, you can see the man sitting on top of the litter and evaluating how much is there, he is clearly not impressed and is ‘puzzled’ and upset with the amount of waste below him.  Bradford (2018) says “children need to understand the damage litter can do to wildlife and environment, for instance, rubbish thrown into river and streams can kill swans and ducks and pollute the water for fish and other animals” this shows how much of an effect it has on the wildlife and our surroundings, plastic is one of the biggest wastes and is dumped into the ocean and then pollutes our environment, it is unattractive, smelly and persists in the environment for a very long time. From the rise of waste and litter this results in the rat population increasing which can then result in the rats spreading diseases from one animal to another also animals such as sea mammals and turtles are effected largely as it can cause them to suffocate or catch a disease. It has a massive effect on our storm water systems, oceans, rivers and streams and can have a major impact on local economy and tourism. Sharp objects are highly dangerous as they can affect humans and the wildlife and cause major injuries or even deaths.  
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