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	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. understand and contribute to philosophical and practical debate concerning the concept of ‘landscape’;

2. critically evaluate the role of society, history and personal experience in contributing to perceptions of landscape;

3. critically analyse the relationship between landscape and recreation and suggest sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.







	
TASK DESCRIPTION





In essay format (in 2,500 words) evaluate critically the forces that shape our perception of landscape.

In your discussion you should consider:

· What landscape means to the people who interact with it, and you should also consider what variables, both internal and external to the individual or group affect this interaction.  
· You should also draw from your own context – why, if at all, does landscape matter to you?

Academic and case study material should be used to underpin your argument throughout your work.


SUBMISSION DETAILS:    

Submit by Turnitin on or before March 25th, 2022
Feedback to be returned to student: on or before 13th May 2022



















	GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS



NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the five generic assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Engagement with Literature Skills
Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set; you should make use of scholarly reviews and primary sources, where appropriate (for example, refereed research articles and/or original materials appropriate to the discipline).    You should provide evidence that you have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using a suitable referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list at the end of your work. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: Your identification and use of relevant academic and other material to help inform and develop your argument. You should include at least twenty references. These should be taken form appropriate journals, textbooks and reliable websites.


2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
At level 6, you should be able to demonstrate coherent and detailed knowledge and a systematic understanding of the subject area, at least some of which is informed by the latest research and/or advanced scholarship within the discipline. You should be aware of the uncertainty, ambiguity and limits of knowledge. Your work must demonstrate the growing extent of your knowledge and systematic understanding of concepts and underlying principles associated with the subject area.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding; ideally each should be complete and detailed, with comprehensive coverage. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: Your critical discussion of the philosophical and practical debate concerning the concept of ‘landscape’


3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
You should be able to: critically evaluate evidence, arguments, assumptions, abstract concepts and data some of which are at the forefront of a discipline (and that may be incomplete) to devise and sustain arguments, to make judgements and/or solve problems; describe and comment upon particular aspects of current research, or equivalent advanced scholarship, in the discipline Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At what cost? At all times, you must provide justification for your arguments and judgements.  Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of others within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work.  Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts.  Sound, valid conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.   Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

Guidance specific to this assessment: Your critical evaluation of the role of society, history and personal experience in contributing to perceptions of landscape


4. Practical Skills
At level 6, you should be able to apply the methods and techniques that you have learned to review, consolidate, extend and apply your knowledge and understanding, and to initiate and carry out projects. You will deploy accurately established techniques of analysis and enquiry relevant to the discipline, and apply them in complex and unpredictable contexts, to devise and sustain arguments and/or to solve problems. You should be able to frame appropriate questions to achieve a solution - or identify a range of solutions. You should be able to demonstrate how the subject-related concepts and ideas relate to real world situations and/or a particular context.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in that context or circumstances, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or solutions to solve problems, or to create artefacts, some of which may be innovative and creative.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real world artefacts, examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one theory or organisation against others based on stated criteria.  You should show awareness of the limitations of concepts and theories when applied in particular contexts.

Guidance specific to this assessment: Your use of case studies to illustrate the relationship between landscape and recreation


5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 
Your work must provide evidence of the qualities and transferable skills necessary for graduate-level employment requiring the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility and decision-making in complex and unpredictable circumstances.  This includes demonstrating: the learning ability for professional development to advance existing skills and acquire new competences of a professional nature that will enable you to assume significant responsibility within organisations; that you can initiate and complete tasks and procedures, whether individually and/or collaboratively; that you can use appropriate media to effectively communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms to specialist and non-specialist audiences; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.


Guidance specific to this assessment: Written or other presentation: clarity of expression, accuracy of grammar and spelling (please use your spell-checker, set to UK English), use of headings when appropriate, use of illustrations (captioned and referred to in the text).






	
     STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.
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	Assessment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	
	





Introduction 
The following assignment will seek to critically evaluate the forces that shape our perception of the landscape, with a focus on variable factors that both internal and externally that influence an individual, a communities or countries perception of the landscape.  For this assignment I will focus on a number of research theories and factors that influence the perception of the Welsh landscape.
How individuals interpret the landscape/environment 
(Relph, 2015) Defines Topophilia as an affective relationship between humans and their surroundings, were by an individual or a community lives one and in harmony with their environment.  in contrast (Relph, 2015) defines Topophobia is the dislike or fear of places, that encompasses negative emotional were by they fear their natural surroundings, showing discomfort and uneasiness of being with a certain environment due to lack of confidence.
(Relph, 2015) further notes that people may consider a sunny beach or coastline, trees in autumn, snow covered landscapes during the winter and places of outstanding natural beauty or sites that hold specific value or meaning such as religion or important as topophilia. In contrast the same or similar landscapes may be considered as topophobia, when an individual is faced with adverse weather conditions such as stormy weather condition on coast lines or mountainous regions; or when an area has a jaded historic past such as the gas chamber during the holocaust, areas where disasters may have happened or coal mines in Wales where the landscape, they were mining would cause harm and poor living conditions.
(Relph, 2015) further notes the line between topophilia and topophobia can quite often be very slim, depending on the individuals experience, confidence, and capabilities. For example, the landscape has the possibility to be frightful but also euphoric: landscapes such as mount Everest may have claimed many lives making it frightful or scary but is also well respected and a marvel to look at. Also, the dessert where life can be desolate, but can be an unforgettable sight as the sand dunes are created in waving patterns.
(Antrop, 2006) considers the definition of landscape, noting there are many contradicting concepts of sustainable landscapes, further noting landscapes change over time in a more or less chaotic manner, and consideration must reflect upon the social and economic demands of a given culture and time. (Antrop, 2006)  further explains natural disturbances and human action have direct and indirect impact on how our landscapes gradual changes over time. 
From a global perspective (Pretty, 2008) considers if the management requirement to protect the diversity of our landscapes, noting the crucial link between nature and culture. Human relationships with nature are created by people's perceptions of the world, which influence their actions, perceptions, and values, traditional, Indigenous, local, and ecological knowledge. Exploring the concept that evolved culture has supported better understandings of the natural environment. For example, progressive knowledge of species requirements, ecosystem dynamics, sustainable harvesting, and ecological interactions, as well as sustainable management approaches. (Pretty, 2008) further notes in the long-term, this culturally ingrained information can help people live within the restrictions of their surroundings.
As an outdoor adventure education student, the landscape holds both social and economic value, for example- socially the surrounding landscapes are important to me as I spend a great deal of time with taking part in recreational actives whereby, I meet and make new friends. From a different perspective economically, the outdoors is my place of work, meaning I have a duty of care for my place of work to look after it and educate people to take consideration for the long-term sustainability of our landscapes through good practice. 
(Antrop, 2006) considers the term "sustainability" does not apply to specific landscapes, explaining there are many forms of landscape including natural, cultural, historic, or contemporary, industrial, urban, magnificent, and mundane. In all forms of landscape consideration must be taken to preserve, enhance and sustain value in all its form for natural, cultural, heritage and economic for the benefit of future generation, thus guiding principles of sustainability for future landscapes from a local and globalisation perspective. (Antrop, 2006) Further considers the fact, that some actions taken are irreversible, whilst (Pretty, 2008) consider the protection of the natural environment is acquired through the transmission knowledge, stories, and narratives of people. 
(Pretty, 2008) Suggests that we should consider knowledge and evolves in tandem with the ecosystems on which it is founded, considers that the natural environment provides the backdrop for the development of cultural processes, activities, and belief systems. all of which flow back to shape biodiversity. (Pretty, 2008) further explains beliefs and worldviews, lifestyles and activities, knowledge bases, and norms and institutions are the four main links that connect Nature and culture and very much formed by the world we live in. 
For example, for lifestyles we could look at tribes in the amazon forest who rely on the landscapes and nature around them to provide food and shelter. However, if we compare knowledge bases to tribes in the amazon, we can see that these tribes have an ethos of working with nature, to preserve and protect. Whereas institutions can be seen as a force working against nature: to maximise yield from crops and in general gain more from the resources around them; the long-term implications of these are now more abundant. However, in more recent years knowledge bases have been seen to support sustainability and longevity of the environments we live in bey becoming more environmentally friendly in the way we live. we have created more sustainable methods in as many aspects as possible. For example, farming with more sustainable pesticides for the environment and recycling waste materials to produce less waste
The Role of Environmental Policy
 As a corporate body (Wales Natural Resources, 2020) officially recognises the value of using the natural environment, with staff dedicated to working towards ensuring economically and socially the wider population protect and preserve our natural landscapes, whilst making it work for the befits of current and future generations as legally legislated with the Wellbeing of Future Generation Act. (Wales Natural Resources, 2020) Citing three benefits: social/health, economic and environmental, and taking such development into account, whilst further noting the importance of mitigation in terms of forward planning, monitoring, evaluation, and reviewing to ensure that any activities undertaken do not have a negative impact on the natural environment through sustainable best practises. (Wales Natural Resources, 2015) The "Outdoor Recreation and Access Enabling Plan 2015–2020" aims to consider the Welsh Government's Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) pillars of economic, environmental, cultural, and social well-being. 
 (NaturalResourcesWales, 2020) note their strategic approach to encourage recreation and access opportunities across Wales in the most appropriate areas to ensure adverse environmental impacts can be mitigated by redirecting away from areas that are recognised as environmentally vulnerable through encouraging behaviour change. This strategy is completed by "Support Wales' Designated Landscape law, which tries to ensure it safeguards the particular qualities of our protected landscapes," according to  (InstituteOfOutdoorLearning, 2021)  

The Role of Capitalism 
Capitalism can be seen as a competitive, profit-driven development whereby the natural environment has exploited for capitalist purposes, for example the processing of natural resources, the use of land to grow produce and natural area of interest for tourism.  (Sweezy, 2004)  notes that to meet the needs of capitalism it can only be done by developing human appropriation and material impacts on nature. An example of meeting demands brought by capitalism on nature could be the farming industry: to supply the world’s population, many natural environments have been altered to grow crops and farm animals. This is evident in countries such as America and Australia where the majority of the population live by the coast or in cities; the remaining landscapes are turned into farmland to supply the population with various supplements. However, farming if seen more as meeting demands. An example of competitive profit-making we should look at the mining industry where landscapes are desolated by different companies to supply materials such as fuel and gas from the oil industry, competing against each other to gain the most profit. (Sweezy, 2004)
Over exploitation of the land over the years can be seen, from the fishing industry where trawlers drag fishing next along the seabed destroying environments, building houses to support the growing global population and the tourism industry booming there is a greater demand to build, supply and develop to sustain everything that we enjoy doing. Alternatively, we could look at the deforestation for the production of palm oil and the affects it has on the environment. (GreenPalm, 2022) state that “Palm oil has been linked with the destruction of the world's precious rainforests. Development of new oil palm plantations, coupled with smallholders expanding their farms to meet the rising demand for palm oil, has resulted in significant deforestation.” From this statement we could consider that deforestation is equally destructive as trawlers in the sea. Deforestation has been responsible for the decline of many native species and possibly making them endangered.
"The Assembly Government's Coastal Tourism Strategy (2007) is intended to offer a framework for the growth of coastal tourism while protecting environmental quality and providing community benefits," according to the statement. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009) "Proposals for sports and recreation, particularly those that contribute to the restoration, regeneration, and protection of Wales' inland water resources, harbours and docks, and marine and freshwater wildlife, should be encouraged, subject to no unacceptable adverse effects on the environment, water quality, biodiversity, local residents' amenity, and other users' enjoyment of the resource."

(Environment, 2018) note that during the industrial revolution people viewed the landscape as a place of economic prosper and in turn a build to develop societies for our ease of life, whilst  (Armstrong, 2020) informs us that “During the mining of Welsh coal, large amounts of waste material were also removed from the earth and placed on the surface. This resulted in enormous heaps of black dirt, known as spoil tips, which littered the Welsh landscape” these spoil tips would lead to the deterioration of the local landscapes; making poor living conditions and risk to life which can be related to the Aberfan disaster. This disaster consisted of a spoil heap which had given way falling down the side of a mountain and engulfing a local school.
Culture and the landscape
(Sayem, 2018)  Suggest that humans are a part of the nature, describing the balanced interaction between the natural world and humans is unquestionably necessary for human progress and survival equally alongside all other non-human species. (Sayem, 2018) further notes nature has influenced human philosophy, religious beliefs, and activities, with these critical functions of nature in mind, the current research attempts to investigate how nature has captivated people's attention throughout history. 
(Sayem, 2018) explains religious interpretations of nature provide a participatory paradigm in which humans are considered to be a part of nature. Religions deal with spiritual worldviews of nature, as opposed to the mechanistic and materialistic worldviews of nature created by modern scientists and secular thinkers. The paper focuses on how humans can look for the Creator behind natural events that are visible to the naked eye, as well as how humans are linked to nature. 
In Contrast  (Galitz, 2004)  discusses Romanticism and the landscape, which was initially characterised as an aesthetic in literary criticism in approximately 1800, grew in popularity as an artistic movement in the early nineteenth century in France and the United Kingdom, and flourished until the mid-century. Romanticism arose as a reaction to the disenchantment with the Enlightenment ideas of reason and order in the midst of the French Revolution of 1789, with its attention on the imagination and emotion. 
During the 1800s people viewed and appreciated the landscape as a place to respect and preserve. For example, (Galitz, 2004) describes the landscapes of John Constable, whose painting shows his response to his own English countryside, reveal another part of the Romantic attitude toward nature. Constable used full-scale sketches for his big paintings, such as this one of Salisbury Cathedral; he remarked that a sketch depicts "nothing but one state of mind—that which you were in at the moment." Critics and artists hailed his landscapes as "nature itself" when they were shown at the Salon of 1824 in Paris. Constable's subjective, extremely personal depiction of nature fits with Romanticism's primary principle of individuality. We could consider that the “nothing but one state of mind” is the solution to preserving out landscapes: viewing ourselves as one with our environments will make us appreciate the importance, they have to us.

Modern day and the Landscape 
Wales Outdoor Recreation Survey (Wales Outdoor Tourism Organisation, 2021) recognises that locals, local businesses such as outdoor activity centres, and tourists who come to national parks throughout the year will have an impact on local green areas. (Wales Outdoor Tourism Organisation, 2021) state that they ensure that the legal framework allows for fair access to land and water, and that the Welsh Government funds environmental conservation in all policy areas. States that that access reform in Wales promotes access to our coastline and countryside, including rivers, lakes, canals, reservoirs, caverns, and mines, for all people. Wales Outdoor Tourism Organisation (Wales Outdoor Tourism Organisation, 2021) explain why more warden services are being introduced at publicly owned areas in Wales to encourage people to engage with nature and promote responsible outdoor recreation and environmental stewardship. Recognize the necessity for formal cooperation with the Outdoor Alliance Wales, whose members are devoted to environmental sustainability. Support the Designated Landscape law in Wales to ensure that the unique aspects of our protected landscapes are preserved.

Many people demonstrate behaviour change and value of the natural landscape by volunteering with Charites such as the National Trust, Surfers against sewerage and many local environmental community groups who lead the way in looking after their natural environment (LocalGovernmentAssociation, 2022)Individually, we all have a responsibility to modify how we live on a daily basis in order to prevent climate change from worsening. We can all do our share; with the effort of small changes this will add up to a significant impact. (LocalGovernmentAssociation, 2022)further states that “Behaviour changes are caused by a variety of mechanisms including economic policies, legal frameworks, and physical infrastructure. This includes but it not limited to councils’ work in energy, transport, and supply chain development.”
 The natural environments around us is also used for our personal benefit and enjoyment, (Abbott, 2009) Describes a surfing lifestyle as more than a sport, noting that many people who surf take on a range of recognisable cultural values whereby they do not only surf but take on a case for the natural environment around them ensuring that the natural habitat is preserved for their enjoyment. (Abbott, 2009)  further notes, a big part of surfing is harnessing the energy from the surrounding environment; many surfers might describe a connection they might feel when surfing. For many surfing can also be compared to a religion to follow. For example, people who surf may dedicate their life to that sport whether that is competing of just for fun: surfing is seen as a lifestyle and more than a sport.
With respect to heritage there are locations all around the world that hold specific heritage value. For example, we could look at where surfing began and the different aspects that surround the sport now. Such as, where big competitions for world titles are held or more currently where the progression of surfing is being steered. For example, inland wave pools in recent years have been built to allow the development of current surfers and to bring the opportunity for more people to take up the sport without driving hours to the nearest beach. With the introduction of these benefits, it could suggest a development in heritage for surfing and the landscapes that surround the sport.

Personal perception of the landscape and conclusion. 
I personally feel the concepts of topophilia and topophobia have a profound effect on every one of us, either consciously or unconsciously, depending on the communities, culture and economic climates we have grown up with. For me I have a sense of personal topophilia for the coast as that is where I like to spend my time surfing and participating in various other sports. And also, from a professional perspective as an outdoor adventure education student, as I have spent a lot of time in the mountains where I have learnt that these landscapes should be respected as different weather, making them unpredictable emphasising the topophobia value.  On reflection the ease of being in the natural environment has been with all my life, as my childhood culture was very much focused within the natural environment meaning a natural affinity with the landscape. 
I also have a sense of topophobia, 
Personally, I believe that is every individuals duty to ethically consider the impact their actions have on the landscapes both in a personal and professional capacity, for the betterment of life and to preserve the environments we love. I believe that we can actively and sustainably utilise the landscape for economic purposes, for food, natural resources and recreation whilst avoiding having a negative impact if we actively support and abide by legislation and policy.  
From a personal view of working as an outdoor instructor I rely on the environments I work in so protecting them is f a great deal; this is done through being as ethical about the environment as I can. For example, using eco-friendly kit, educating customises on the environment and how to protect it and using a number of venues to reduce the amount of foot fall and impact we cause. I think many lessons have been learn from poor land management during the industrial revolution, however from this learning we can now see more consideration is creating plans for future sustainability. 
As said in the assignment in recent years people have started to interact with the landscape on a more personal level: a higher percentage of the population have begun to participate in recreational activities; personally, I have seen the changes myself through working within the industry as an outdoor activity instructor. With the increase of people participating within recreational activities this should suggest an increase of respect for the environment and how to look after it.
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