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During this assignment the main goal is to understand why practitioners observe and why note taking is important, a case study will be provided to relate back to why , how and when practitioners use this method including the importance of this. Also looking into safeguarding, how this is applied, what practice is used and how to identify abuse. 
In childcare facilities, observation entails observing, paying attention, recording, and evaluating kids as they explore, play, and learn.  Observing children's bodily movements, attitudes, gestures, and behaviours—as well as hearing them speak and engage with others—will provide insight into their developmental stages, preferences, and methods of learning through play and social interactions.  It also provides additional insight into the child's personality, including their interactions with adults and other kids. Practitioners can verify that a child's development is at the expected stage, whether the environment and resources (toys or equipment) are stimulating the child's development, and what future support the child will need to acquire new interests, skills, and knowledge by watching children as they explore, play, and learn. While observation is important in a childcare setting, one of the main factors practitioners must apply is safeguarding on the child. Safeguarding in schools is essential for keeping children safe. It means having:
· whole-school policies and procedures
· staff and volunteers confident in identifying and raising concerns.
· leadership confident in responding to and referring concerns and working with other agencies to protect children.
· teaching resources to promote wellbeing. (NSPCC, No date) 
Looking at the case supplied with Joanna, teachers began to notice some bruising on her body as well as Joanna becoming very silent and aloof. Teachers noting a difference in Joanna's conduct and demeanour indicates that they have been observing and taking notes. Teachers must be aware of the warning signs of potential abuse, neglect, and other forms of harm, and be prepared to intervene if necessary. Teachers must monitor and report any suspected signs of abuse or neglect in accordance with their school's child safety policies. Heir. T. (2023). When asked what happened to Joanna's arm with the bruises, she became distant and refused to speak about it. It is difficult for teachers to get answers from a child who they suspect is being abused; instead, teachers should allow the child to narrate what happened in his or her own words while avoiding asking leading questions. Avoid asking open-ended questions such as, "Is there anything else you'd like to tell me?" Communicate with the child in a way that is appropriate to their age, understanding, and preferences. Children have the right to be safe and protected from harm. Any complaint of abuse filed by or on behalf of a child should be taken seriously and the child should be listened to and dealt with sensitively. Welsh government.(2014). Schools in the United Kingdom have a legal responsibility to protect children against abuse. They perform an important role in protecting children and adolescents. Schools should promote a culture in which: Children feel comfortable speaking out if they are concerned about their own or another child's safety, and adults are capable of identifying and responding to safeguarding and child protection issues. It is not always easy to identify the signs of abuse. Someone who has been mistreated may make reasons for their bruises, refuse to go out, or avoid social situations entirely. It is critical to detect the signs of abuse, When they are discovered, politely convey your concerns to the person you suspect is being abused. Waiting for the person to tell you what has been going on with them may allow the abuse to continue. Behavioural symptoms of elder abuse include being silent and reclusive, as Joanna has already demonstrated. Some symptoms may include violent or angry behaviour, an unkempt look, abrupt mood swings, and physical signs like as bruises or wounds.
If you as a teacher believe a student in your class has been abused, remember the 3Rs.
Recognise
There are numerous types of abuse, thus the symptoms will differ for each child in each circumstance. There are several frequent symptoms that something is affecting a kid or young person's life, and while these signs do not always indicate that they are being abused, it is always advisable to examine the situation and have an open mind. Campgain.gov.(No date.)
Respond
If you have any concerns about a child's well-being, you should immediately follow your organisation's child protection policy and contact the designated safeguarding lead (DSL) or designated safeguarding person (DSP). 
Refer
If issues worsen, it is critical to refer them to children's social care. Referrals should adhere to the local referral process.
Reporting on children and young people poses special challenges.  In some cases, reporting on children puts them or other children at risk of reprisal or stigmatisation. Guidelines for Reporting on Children. Do not further stigmatise any child; avoid categorisations or descriptions that subject a child to negative repercussions such as more physical or psychological anguish, or lifetime abuse, discrimination, or rejection from their community. Always offer appropriate context for children's narratives or illustrations. Unicef (2018). Everyone is accountable for protecting and promoting the well-being of children. Everyone who interacts with children and their families has a responsibility to fulfil. To effectively carry out this duty, all practitioners should use a child-centered approach. This implies they should always think about what is best for the child.
A single practitioner cannot completely understand a child's needs and circumstances. To ensure that children and families receive the necessary assistance at the appropriate time, everyone who comes into touch with them must play a part in spotting problems, exchanging information, and taking appropriate action. In any childcare setting. During introduction, all personnel should get adequate safeguarding and child protection training (including internet safety), which should include an awareness of the expectations, applicable roles, and responsibilities for filtering and monitoring  Training should be updated on a consistent basis. Furthermore, all personnel should get safeguarding and child protection (including internet safety) training on a regular basis, at least once a year, to ensure that they have the essential skills and knowledge to effectively protect children.
In the situation of Joanna, where there are evident indicators of injury to the child, a referral must be made immediately. The higher the perceived risk, the faster the response should be. It could be from a member of the public, the child in question, another child, a family member, or practitioner staff. It could relate to a single incident or a sequence of smaller-scale issues.
Children's safety (No date). Not only are there obvious symptoms of physical assault to Joanna, but there may also be emotional abuse occurring, which as professionals must be reported and documented immediately for Joanna's safety. The safety of children is vital in all decisions affecting their well-being, according to 'Childrens safeguarding'. Any action done by professionals must ensure that no child is in immediate risk. When deciding whether immediate action is required to protect a child, all agencies should also consider whether action is required to safeguard and protect the welfare of any other children in the same household, related to the household, or the household of an alleged perpetrator, or elsewhere, such as a work environment such as a school.
Teachers should take any concerns they have about a pupil seriously and respond properly. If a teacher has a concern, they should immediately notify the designated safeguarding lead at their school. This could be a senior member of staff or a safety officer. The designated safeguarding lead will assist teachers in deciding whether a referral to social services is warranted. Teachers have a responsibility to ensure that every child is secure; in the case of Joanna, professional practitioners must report this to not only the police but also social services; postponing this may result in extended abuse for the child. To protect Joanna, safeguards must be implemented immediately. 

A holistic approach entails comprehending a kid within the context of the child's family (parents or carers and extended family), as well as the educational setting, They develop in the context of their community, faith, social, and cultural environment. The connection between children's developmental requirements, parents' or carers' ability to respond effectively to those needs, and the impact of wider family and environmental factors on children and parenting abilities must be thoroughly addressed throughout the assessment. According to Withersworld (2022), schools are reminded of the importance of adopting laws from the Human Rights Act 1998, the Equality Act 2010, and multi-agency safeguarding arrangements into their safeguarding practices and decisions at all stages. Working with parents, responsible adults, and statutory support groups is an important aspect of safeguarding. It should have an impact on all parts of school life, such as information technology systems, staff recruitment, and student curriculum.
The determination and assessment of the child's best interests ensures that all UNCRC-recognized rights are completely and effectively exercised, as well as the child's overall development. According to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the concept of best interests is dynamic and comprises three components: a substantive right: the child's best interests must be considered and taken into primary consideration when decisions or actions affecting children are made.
A crucial interpretative legal principle is that if a law provision can be interpreted in more than one way, the interpretation that best serves the child's best interests should be used. The decision-making process must account for the potential impact, whether favourable or negative. (UNCRC). Four fundamental elements support the implementation of all rights under the UNCRC 
Non-discrimination: All children's rights should be protected without any form of discrimination.
The best interests of the child: anytime choices or actions are done that impact children, the best interests of the child must be a major priority.
Children have the right to optimal development, including physical, mental, spiritual, moral, and social development. They also have the right to express themselves freely, participate in decision-making, and influence decisions based on their age and maturity level. 
Joanna has rights as a child in the United Kingdom, of being able to live freely without any form of abuse, the uncrc was adopted in, in November of 1989. Defining children's rights and how governments might collaborate to make them available to all children. The treaty compels countries to meet children's basic needs and help them reach their full potential. Central to this is the notion that every child has fundamental rights. This encompasses the right to Life, Survival, and Development.
Prevention of violence, abuse, and neglect
An education that enables children to realise their full potential.
Be raised or have a relationship with their parents.
They can share their ideas and be heard. 
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