




Introduction
The purpose of this essay is a logical explanation of what childhood means and how childhood has changed over the years. Focusing on what legislations have been implemented to improve the lives of children and their families. What key factors have been put in place to support vulnerable young children. 
Childhood is the age commencing from birth to adolescence, it is the time for children to learn, play, and grow into strong confident characters. Recent surveys disclosed that many believe childhood ends at the youthful age of 12, others disagree, and state childhood ends at 16 (unicef.org, 2019).
Childhood is a stage every human life has the experience of, it is a key milestone in a young person’s life, which should be free from fear, violence, abuse and sexual exploitation. Childhood should be where memories are made colourful and bright, innocent without the worries in the world. It is about imaginative play, sharing stories, learning through fun and play and being carefree.
It is imperative a child is loved and wanted the second they enter this world; every child should experience love and attention whether they are being raised by a single parent, both parents, otherwise being raised by their grandmother. Reading to children, sharing stories with them will enable the parent or guardian to create a bond that if they ever have talk to you if they ever have something, they want to share they will (Oliver, & Pitt, 2010). Throughout childhood it is important for a child to have fun, be silly, thoughtful, imaginative, and carefree (Corner, 2015). Recent surveys disclosed that many believe childhood ends at the youthful age of 12, others disagree, and state childhood ends at 16 (unicef.org, 2019).

[bookmark: _GoBack]According to (Brietenbach, 2015) there are many comparisons between UK and other European countries such as Germany, Poland, Estonia, and Norway. Despite this the children in Africa had a lot more differences than the children here in the UK. One which stood out the most was gender differences. Children in the UK were mainly not comfortable with their gender and felt less confident, therefore in Africa they were very satisfied with themselves especially girls rather than boys and had a positive outlook on life. In Columbia gender differences do not exist according to (Brietenbach, 2015) “girls are happy with the way they look just as boys are”. 
Incompatible perspective on education and schooling was another area a lot of children from European countries were less passionate about compared to children of Africa and Nepal. In many less technologically advanced countries childhood is immensely different from the rest of the developed world. Many children that are in these countries are recurrently in harm’s way, some due to early death, poverty, no access to clean water and sanitation (Wright, 2015). 
In the early year’s childhood was not considered something to be acknowledged and the innocence of children was not realised as something to be cared for. According to (Aries, 1960) the critical alteration between current childhood and childhood in the historic times is the non-recognition of the interpretation of what is childhood. The concept of childhood was non-existent as far back as the medieval times, (Aries, 1960) goes to on say children were little adults rather than innocent children. The purity of children was not generally understood during the medieval period. Childhood just happened to be a phase in everyone’s life that every human had to pass through.
During the Ancient Greek and Roman times infant deaths was extremely high, and infants were not named when they were born in case they died soon after. Being physically perfect was high priority, babies that were disabled or even female were sometimes left to die. The richer families would hire wet nurses when they had new born babies, and children under the age of 7 stayed at home with their mothers and played, and girls were made to look to after younger brothers and sisters till the tender age of 15 then they had to get married. On the other hand, boys went out with their fathers, and assisted to learn a craft they enjoyed or a new trade. The boys were educated from the age of 7 and barely got married before 30 they had hobbies such as playing instruments and listening to music, drawing and doing athletics. Compulsory education was introduced by the end of Victorian era (Wright, 2015).
(Austin, 2003) states during the time between the 18th and 19th century childhood innocence was an unknown topic but something that was looked back upon as a lost period in the past. Children were seen to have to pay their way in the household and to the economy and mainly fend for themselves.
 In the Victorian era (1837-1901) populations in Britain was on a rise, there was a great variation within the richer and poorer community. The public became more aware of children and their necessities and needs. The upper and middle classed children led more advantaged lives, and many were looked after by nannies/governess. Therefore, children in lower classes were considerably disadvantaged and had to work in factories or become chimney sweepers. Some even became pickpockets or led to scavenging for food. 
(Cunningham, 2006) argues that the Nineteenth century was when the social construction for children was discovered by adults. (Cunningham, 2006) goes on to say there are three distinctive differences to childhood and adulthood is that it is the opposite of one another. Children should always be protected and to not have to work to pay their way in the household. The world of adult work and school should be kept separate, school is the best place for children.
According to (James & Prout,1991) during the start of the 20th century which is now known as the ‘century of child’ there came an awareness that the future of the world was reliant on the children as they were the future of the nation. the health and basic needs of children were given grave attentiveness as well as their education. Campaigns were introduced to prevent children from poverty, the substantial accomplishment was the Family Allowances Act of 1946.




Bronfenbrenners Ecological systems theory was first introduced by Urie Bronfenbrenner a Russian born American psychologist in 1979. It looks deep into a child’s progression within the surroundings of the structure of relationships that build his or her scenario. Bronfenbrenners theory explains innovative layers of habitat, with each contributing an effect on a child’s development.
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The layer closest to the child is the microsystem this is the level which shows who the child has immediate contact with. The microsystem consists of interactions the child has with the surrounding environment. Systems in the microsystem are family, school, neighbourhood, childcare workers, and the environment. For example, a child’s parent’s attitudes, and ways of behaving can have a direct effect on the child as can the child’s attitude and behaviour. For instance, if a parent is made redundant then this can have a non-direct effect on the child as the child is not directly involved.
At this level characteristics and influences are a focal point and have predominant outcome on the child. However outer levels can also impact the inner layers (Berk,200). 
The mesosystem is the layer in which holds the attachment between the framework of the microsystem such as the connection between the child’s parent and teachers, peers and neighbours. Interrelationships between the parent and child’s classmates, whether it is a positive or negative relation can have an impact on the child’s development.
The Exosystem layer is where the child does not perform promptly, for example if a child has a closer bond with their father and he is absent in the child’s life for quite some time this may cause friction between the mothers and child relationship. On the other hand, the outcome could be positive, and the relationship may become stronger.
The Macrosystem this layer is focused on the ethnic environment the child lives, this can be the wealth of the country they live in, what religion is being followed, economic status therefore it remains the parent’s responsibility how the child is raised and what disciplines are followed will influence the child’s development.

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child (UNCRC, 1990) was introduced on 20 November 1989 and came into act on 2 September 1990. It is for all children and young people under 18. Its intention is to identify the rights of young people and insure they age in righteousness, patience, independence, liberty and harmony. The UNCRC became law in the UK in 1990 and came into action on the 15th January 1992. 195 countries have ratified the UNCR. South Sudan and USA have not yet been ratified. There are 54 articles included in the UNCRC it protects all aspects of a child’s life anywhere in the world. 
The Children’s Act (1989) contributes legislation structure for child protection and from abuse in England. Key foundations that were set in the place for the utmost care of a child’s welfare. Prospects and provisions were based around the responsibilities and guidance to children. It was toughened by the (Children’s Act 2004,) which placed a duty on agencies working together to co-operate in safeguarding children.
The Education Act (1993) states all children of compulsory school age are entitled to free fulltime education in the UK. This can prevent young children being exploited and achieve their full potential.
Save the Children (2018), established in the UK and 100 countries around the world, the purpose is to help children to keep learning to become who they want to, be healthy and stay safe.
Anyone can experience poverty at any stage in life, it can have a  very damaging impact on children’s wellbeing all around the world. This can lead to homelessness, social exclusion, going without meals, sleeping in freezing conditions and achieving low grades academically. Leading to drug or alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancy (NHS and Community Care Act, 1990) getting involved in crime or becoming victims of crime (Mental Health Act, 1983). This has impacted on the economic growth, affected immigration, and the status of countries stability. (The Homelessness Act, 2002).

Inequality can be disastrous in children, it can affect a child’s development in multiple ways, early malnutrition can lead to early deaths, and serious long-term issues for children’s cognitive and physical development. Children who are most at risk come from poorer countries and families, they belong to a lower caste group, and be discriminated against their gender, religion, and age this can affect their social lives and learning leading them to not want to get an education or go to work (The Lancet Public Health, 2018).
Every Child Matters, (2003) covers all children up to the age of 19 and children with disabilities up to the age of 24. It looks at providing a safe atmosphere for children, to and achieve best results across the board, reducing the number of young offenders, protecting children from neglect and abuse. 
Solutions for vulnerable children would be disclosure of exchanging information by advancing a linked language across multi agency partnerships, improving more advanced procedures of communication between families who move around different authorities, through police and health sectors. Maintain the policy which is in place in for safeguarding childing. Early intervention to support vulnerable children can be a matter of saving a child’s life. Professionals to be highly trained in assessing a situation and forming the right decision to help a child in need. If there is any doubt, then to seek advice from higher authority. More social workers to be recruited to help understaffing in health and social care agencies. (The Children’s Society, 2020). 

Conclusion
The summary of this essay would be the findings above show no doubt childhood has changed significantly throughout the years. Childhood for some is full of good memories, for others a period in their life they’d soon forget. Nevertheless, many legislations have been implemented; it is now the responsible of the local authorities to strongly act upon it and become familiar with key aspects and follow through all requirements needed in every case. It is clear children can be influenced by their surroundings and the behaviour of the adults they reside with hence it is always imperative to set a good example and teach kindness and respectful. The role models they have in childhood will mould them to be alike and builds a closer bond with.   Children are the people of the future who deserve to live a safe and fulfilling life without feeling neglected unsafe. Sadly, nothing can guarantee that all children will never be at risk again therefore, following the correct practices and policies that are in place can minimise this surely and steadily (Jones and Walker, 2011).
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