Latin Homework- Week 1 Propertius 1.1.                                                      Sofia Corsi, 1700121

Propertius 1.1- lines 1-10 translation.

Cynthia first charmed me with her darling eyes, that had never been affected by lust before. Then Love made me lower my eyes of constant pride and squashed my head under his feet until the villain taught me to hate chaste girls, and live life with no purpose. Wretched me, for a whole year now this madness has not ceased, while I am forced to have hateful gods.

My friend Tullus (my friend has been added to differentiate between the vocative and nominative), there was no hardships that Milanion fled from when crushing the fierceness of Atlanta, child of Iasis.

Commentary- lines 17-30

17- ‘Dull witted love.’ Love has already been referred to as a ‘villain’ in line 4. Propertius clearly has no good feelings towards Love, to the point where he blames Love for his lack of success with Cynthia. It is possible, that Propertius has personified Love so that he can pass on the blame for the disasterous outcome of his relationship with Cynthia.

19-24- Supernatural abilities of Love. Even though Propertius has already referred to Love as a ‘villain,’ and ‘dull witted’ earlier in the poem, he is still pleading for help in courting Cynthia. Hypocritical?

21- ‘Alter the heart of my mistress.’ The desperation of Propertius is shown clearly with this line. He is so desperate for Cynthia to love him, that he wants her to change. If he loves Cynthia as much as he is saying, and she is so perfect, then why does he want her to change at all?

26- ‘Seek medicines for a heart that is sick.’  This provides stark contrast to the previous section. Propertius has already asked for supernatural help in the previous section of the poem. He is now asking for conventional medical help so he can recover from Cynthia and move on. This shows his desperation that he is willing to try everything, supernatural magic and the more conventional medicine. 

However, the fact that he is prepared to move on from Cynthia could suggest that he is starting to be less delusional and is realising that Cynthia does not love him back and probably never will. This is interesting when compared to how lovesick Propertius is at the beginning of the poem, as the reader can see the natural progression from lovesick to heart broken.

29- ‘Carry me through distant lands, and over distant seas.’ Propertius’ desperation to escape from women is highlighted by his repetition of ferte carry me. It is also exemplified by his use of extremas distant.

Propertius is so terrified of women because of his dealings with Cynthia that he wants to run away to the far ends of the earth where no woman can find him.

Propertius’ desperation is even more evident in the Loeb translation, as it repeats the word ‘distant.’

Final Thoughts on Propertius 1.1

I believe that Propertius 1.1 is a very good choice for opening this collection of poems. As in under forty lines Propertius has managed to convey a whole relationship, from the lovesick young man at the beginning of the poem, to the heart broken man at the end of the poem who wants to move as far away from women as possible, and even warns his readers about the serious dangers of love in the final section of the poem.

This is the perfect choice for the first poem in a collection of love elegies because it covers every aspect of the rejected lover who is so frequently portrayed in elegiac poetry. Many of the other poems in the collection will deal with similar themes or problems, such as being lovesick or heart broken.

One of the elements that I find most interesting in this poem is how Propertius has personified love. In some sections, he writes as if Love was his worst enemy because of how he feels he has been treated by Cynthia and because of all the trials he has been put through over the last year.

Only a few lines later, he is pleading for help, and even asking Love to change Cynthia’s feelings towards him. At the end of the poem though, Propertius is warning his readers about how dangerous and fickle Love can be.

The mixed feelings that Propertius has towards love throughout the poem also highlight the changes that Propertius goes through over the course of the poem. 

At the beginning, he is singing the praises of Cynthia like a lovesick young man who has never been in love before. But by the end of the poem, he wants to travel the far corners of the earth where no woman will ever be able to find him.  In the end he is warning his readers of how dangerous Venus and Cupid can be, and he advises them to stay as far away from love as possible.




