Exploring Horse-Human Entanglement in the Celtic World Through Coin Iconography 
Topic 
Horse iconography is an eye-catching feature throughout the Celtic world (Creighton 1995, p. 286). A recurring motif on Celtic coinage is that of the horse, sometimes paired with a rider (Kazakevych 2021, pp. 81-92). Scholarship reveals that throughout history, coins have played a more varied part in societies than pure monetary value (Haselgrove and Krmnicek 2012, pp. 238-244). 
Issues and Contentions
‘Celtic’ is a controversial term in academia. Firstly, the stereotypical image of the ‘Celt’ can be reductive, erasing swathes of the Celtic diaspora in favour of the kilt-wearing, woad-stained brawlers of the British Isles. More worryingly, Celtic identity has been co-opted by various exclusionary groups, and so the term becomes muddied (Wills 2019). In this essay, ‘Celtic’ is taken to connect groups of peoples who share linguistic and cultural roots (Warmind 2016, pp. 239-240). 
Coins appeared in the mid-late Celtic period, and were originally influenced by Greece (Haselgrove and Krmnicek 2012, pp. 240-244). Due to their high value and portability, they may have been useful as tools for communication. The imagery on the coins could have had political or religious significance, which is an idea worthy of further study (Haselgrove and Krmnicek 2012, pp. 244-245). 
Thesis 
There is little doubt that the horse was an important animal to Celtic peoples, both as a part of daily life and higher purpose (Creighton 1995, pp. 285-291). This essay hopes to demonstrate that the prevalence of horse imagery in Celtic coinage demonstrates a complex entanglement between horses and humans whereby the horse was deeply embedded in economic, domestic and religious spheres of Celtic peoples. 
Case Studies
Kazakevych explores the theory that coins depicting a female horse-rider found in the trans-Carpathian region may have represented a goddess of war or fertility (Kazakevych 2021, pp. 81-92). He utilises Classical sources to examine the roles women played in war, and how this relates to the concept of horse-goddesses (Kazakevych 2021, pp. 86-90).  
Van Heesch examines the archaeological evidence for coins as religious offerings in modern Belgium (van Heesch 2005, pp. 247-263). He argues that there may be simpler explanations for ‘ritual’ coin deposition in specific locations (van Heesch 2005, pp. 255-256).
Discussion 
· New materialism approach (Benson 2019, p. 253). Examine how this approach may help or hinder the study of archaeological finds and of animal-human entanglements. 
· Horse gods and goddesses. Discussed in detail by Warmind (Warmind 2016, pp. 231-240). 
· The use of coins as offerings, as discussed by Kazakevych (Kazakevych 2021, pp. 89-90) and van Heesch (van Heesch 2005, pp. 247-250). 
· Stylistic differences: examine the differing artistic choices between the case studies. 
· The place of the horse in Celtic life, and how this may have differed between cultures and time periods. 
· Coins as more than ‘just money’; examine the possibility of coin iconography carrying cultural, political or religious messaging. 
Conclusion
Horse iconography on coins reveals the symbiotic nature of horse-human entanglements across the Celtic world that has a powerful impact on many spheres of Celtic and Iron Age life. 
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