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Component 1: Development of Academic Skills


Using the CRAAP test to analyse academic publications. 

Review of Source 1 

Google Scholar and the university library database were used to get Bond et al. (2020). A systematic review of student participation in online higher education settings is the subject of the piece. 

In terms of Currency, despite being released in 2020, the study is still very relevant since it offers a thorough pre- and mid-pandemic review of research on digital engagement. The ongoing applicability of digital learning is enhanced by its quick growth during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The essay deals directly with digital learning in higher education in terms of relevance, particularly examining how technology affects behaviour, emotions, and cognitive involvement. This is consistent with the portfolio's emphasis on the opportunities and difficulties that students face in the modern digital age. 
The authors are well-known experts in instructional technology, and the publication of the paper in Educational Research Review, a respected, peer-reviewed journal, demonstrates their authority. This greatly enhances credibility. 
The study uses systematic review methodology, which examines 243 empirical studies, for correctness. Dependability is suggested by the stringent procedures and peer review process. 
Lastly, with regard to Purpose, the article seeks to analyse current literature objectively rather than push a particular viewpoint or product. The analytical and scholarly tone conveys impartiality. 

Mapping the first global online semester, "Emergency Remote Teaching in Higher Education," by Bond, M., Bedenlier, S., Marín, V.I., and Händel, M., 2020. 31, pp. 1–25 in Educational Research Reviews


Evaluation of Source 2 

The university library database and Google Scholar were used to find Selwyn (2022). The book offers a critical analysis of digital education and its wider social consequences. 
In terms of Currency, which was released in 2022, the book discusses recent advancements in digital education, such as platformization and datafication. 
In terms of relevance, the book addresses structural issues in digital higher education, such as inequality, surveillance, and reliance on technology. These concerns have a direct impact on the analysis of student challenges and possibilities. 
The book is published by a well-known academic publisher, and Neil Selwyn is a renowned expert in the field of digital education studies. This enhances credibility. 
The text relies on a large body of scholarly studies and policy analysis when it comes to precision. It gives essential theoretical insight backed by data, even if it is not empirical in the same manner as a systematic review.
Finally, in terms of Purpose, the book takes a critical look at digital education rather than promoting technological determinism. The academic worth is increased by a fair assessment. 

Complete Reference: 
3rd edition of Selwyn, N.'s Education and Technology: Key Issues and Debates, published by Bloomsbury Academic, London, in 2022. 


2. Integrating Academic Resources 

The effect of digital technology on student engagement and inequality in higher education is a common topic covered in both sources. When implemented effectively, digital technologies may improve cognitive and behavioural interaction, according to Bond et al. (2020). Conversely, Selwyn (2022) emphasises the power imbalances and structural inequalities that are built into digital systems. Selwyn uses a critical socio-political lens, while Bond et al. focus mainly on instructional efficacy. Together, these viewpoints complement one another by showing that digital learning offers both pedagogical opportunities and systemic difficulties. A more thorough understanding of digital education, which enhances scholarly analysis of both advantages and hazards, can be achieved by combining empirical data with critical theory. 


3. Key Challenge and Opportunity 

One of the main difficulties in the digital age is educational inequality, according to the two sources. According to Selwyn (2022), unequal access to technology and digital capital might allow digital systems to exacerbate socioeconomic disparities. In contrast, Bond et al. (2020) show that interactive digital tools offer a great chance to increase student participation, as they discovered that when technology is used in a pedagogically appropriate way, cognitive and behavioural engagement is improved. The dual nature of digital education is demonstrated by these results. 

4. Educational Planning 

The second component will focus on examining current issues pertaining to AI, such as academic integrity and digital inequality. The currency will be strengthened using the most recent peer-reviewed publications (2023–2025). The report will be structured as follows: introduction, difficulties, possibilities, adaptation strategies, and conclusion. Concepts from academia, such as self-regulated learning, critical assessment, and digital literacy, will be expanded upon. The drafting process will be staged as follows: research completion, section drafting, full draft synthesis, and final editing with reference accuracy checks. 


Reference List for Component 1 

Mapping the First Global Online Semester: Emergency Remote Teaching in Higher Education, Bond, M., Bedenlier, S., Marín, V.I., and Händel, M., 2020. 31 Educational Research Review, pp. 1-25. 

Education and Technology: Key Issues and Debates, 3rd ed. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2022.


Component 2: Application of Academic Skills

Introduction

Digital learning has become a central feature of higher education in the 21st century. Universities increasingly rely on online platforms, digital resources, and artificial intelligence tools to deliver teaching and support student learning. While these developments create new opportunities for flexibility and access, they also introduce significant challenges that may affect student success. Understanding both the risks and benefits of digital education is therefore essential for developing effective academic skills. This report will examine key challenges faced by students in the digital era, explore the opportunities created by digital technologies, and propose strategies students can adopt to adapt and succeed in higher education.


Challenges for Students in the Digital Era

One major challenge for students in the digital era is digital inequality. Despite assumptions that young people are naturally digitally skilled, research suggests that access to technology and levels of digital literacy vary significantly (Selwyn, 2022). Students from disadvantaged backgrounds may lack reliable internet access, appropriate devices, or the skills required to navigate academic platforms effectively. This can create unequal learning experiences and negatively impact academic performance.
Another challenge is distraction and information overload. Online learning environments expose students to constant notifications, social media, and multiple digital platforms. According to studies on digital self-regulation, excessive online engagement can reduce concentration and academic productivity (Broadbent and Poon, 2015). Without effective time management and critical evaluation skills, students may struggle to prioritise academic tasks.
These challenges directly impact academic success because higher education requires independent learning, sustained attention, and critical engagement with information. If students lack digital literacy or self-regulation skills, the benefits of digital tools may not be fully realised.


Opportunities in the Digital Era

Despite these challenges, digital technology also provides significant opportunities for students. One important opportunity is increased flexibility in learning. Online platforms allow students to access lecture recordings, digital libraries, and learning materials at any time. This supports different learning styles and enables students to review content at their own pace (Bond et al., 2020).
Another opportunity is enhanced engagement through interactive tools. Research indicates that well-designed digital learning environments can improve behavioural and cognitive engagement (Bond et al., 2020). Tools such as discussion forums, collaborative documents, and adaptive learning software can encourage participation and deeper understanding when used effectively.
However, it is important to critically evaluate these opportunities. Technology alone does not guarantee improved outcomes. Its effectiveness depends on how it is implemented and whether students possess the necessary academic skills to use it appropriately. Therefore, opportunities in the digital era must be supported by strong digital literacy and critical thinking abilities.

How Students Can Adapt to Succeed

To succeed in the digital era, students must actively develop key academic skills.
The first strategy is strengthening digital literacy. Digital literacy involves the ability to use technology effectively, evaluate online sources, and understand digital ethics. Research suggests that students who possess higher levels of digital literacy are better able to engage with online learning environments (Selwyn, 2022). By learning how to critically assess online information and use academic databases correctly, students can reduce the risks of misinformation and improve research quality.
The second strategy is developing self-regulated learning skills. Self-regulation includes time management, goal setting, and monitoring progress. Broadbent and Poon (2015) highlight that self-regulated learning is strongly associated with academic performance in online environments. Students can apply this skill by creating structured study schedules, limiting digital distractions, and setting clear academic goals.
The third strategy is practising critical evaluation and reflective thinking. In a digital environment where large amounts of information are available, students must be able to distinguish credible academic sources from unreliable content. Skills such as the CRAAP test support this process. By critically analysing sources and reflecting on their learning strategies, students can use digital tools more effectively rather than passively consuming information.
Together, these strategies address both the challenges and opportunities of the digital era. Digital literacy reduces inequality-related barriers, self-regulation minimises distraction, and critical evaluation ensures academic integrity and quality research.



Conclusion

The digital era presents both significant challenges and valuable opportunities for students in higher education. Digital inequality and online distraction can negatively affect academic success if students lack the necessary skills. However, flexible access to resources and enhanced engagement tools offers meaningful advantages when used effectively. The key to success lies not in technology itself, but in the development of strong academic skills. By strengthening digital literacy, self-regulation, and critical evaluation abilities, students can adapt to the demands of the digital era and maximise their academic potential.
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The academic poster is the third component. 
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