How society remembers the World War One fallen though memorials more than those of previous conflicts 
Abstract / Summary 
In this report I am talking about the reasons as to why British society remembers the fallen First World War soldiers through memorials much more than soldiers of previous conflicts. I begin to answer this by firstly mentioning that many more soldiers died in the First World War than in any other conflict in British history, and so it makes sense as to why society would remember the fallen of this particular war; there would have been more bereaved family members who would have wanted a way to remember their loved ones, and thus a much higher demand for war memorials than ever before. After this, I then mention the significance that the First World War has on British history - I talk about how this war was for the survival of Britain, unlike previous recent wars, as Britain would have been invaded had it not been for the soldiers of the First World War. Therefore more people remember the fallen from World War One as its impact still affects British society to this day.
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Introduction
My topic is going to be about how much more of an impact First World War memorials have on society than the war memorials of previous conflicts. This report outlines the reasons as to why the First World War is remembered in British memory through memorials and the reason why wars fought previously are not remembered to the same level. Mechanisms of remembrance will be examined through looking at different types of memorials, from First World War (1914 – 1918) memorials, to Boer War memorials (1853 – 1856), both in West Wales as well as nationally throughout Britain. The thesis running through this report is that the British people consider the First World War have had a bigger impact on their country and on the making of their future.
Method
My method will be to examine different memorials from different areas in West Wales, whilst also looking at a few examples of memorials throughout the United Kingdom. I will be closely looking at the First World War memorials in Lampeter and Carmarthen, and seeing how they compare to the Boer War memorials in the area. Additionally, I will also be focusing on one of the most famous First World War memorial, the Cenotaph in Whitehall, London, and examining how much of an impact this had on other First World War memorials throughout the nation. The reason I am bringing these together is to demonstrate that although previous conflicts are memorised, society holds the First World War to have been a more significant conflict than previous wars.
Discussion 
There are an estimated 2,500 First World War memorials thought the UK.[footnoteRef:1] This is significantly more than the war memorials of other wars; it is easy in our day to day lives to come across First World War memorials, but it is much more rare to see war memorials from previous wars. There are a number of reasons for this, but the primary reason is quite simple; more soldiers died fighting in the First World War than in previous wars. World War One witnessed the biggest loss of life in the British army, with 750,000[footnoteRef:2] soldiers dying overall, whereas 21,000[footnoteRef:3] men had died fighting in the Crimean War (1853 – 1856) and 22,000[footnoteRef:4] had died fighting in the Second Boer War (1899 – 1902). This can be seen from the number of names on the World War One monuments; in Carmarthen, for the First World War memorial, there are 1,200 names whereas for the Boer War memorial there are only a handful. This means that there were more family members and friends who had lost loved ones during the First World War, and as such there was a much higher demand for war memorials as people wanted to remember their loved ones. For the First World War memorials, a lot more money was spent and more time and effort was put in to make the monuments as perfect as possible, to look inspiring and give a sense of pride. The memorial in Lampeter cost £2000 in 1921 and was built by Goscombre John.  On the otherhand, the Boer War memorial in Carmarthen looks a lot less spectacular and took less time to build. [1:  Historic England, War Memorials and Remembrance (https://historicengland.org.uk/research/current/discover-and-understand/military/the-first-world-war/first-world-war-home-front/what-we-already-know/land/war-memorials/#:~:text=It%20is%20not%20known%20how,more%20poignant%20than%20war%20memorials.)]  [2:  World War One casualties (http://www.100letprve.si/en/world_war_1/casualties/index.html)]  [3:  Find my past (https://www.findmypast.co.uk/articles/world-records/full-list-of-united-kingdom-records/armed-forces-and-conflict/crimean-war-casualties-1853-1856)]  [4:  The Anglo Boer War (http://www.greeff.info/tng01/angloboerwar.php)] 

Additionally, we must look at the significance and the impact that the First World War had on the outcome of Britain. The war was fought for defensive purposes – it was about survival. If Britain had lost in the First World War, then the future of Britain would have been changed forever. On the other hand, the previous conflicts had been fought for completely different reasons; the Crimean War was fought to attempt to stop Russian influence over the Ottoman Empire, and the Boer War was fought to colonize South Africa. Both wars would not have had a huge impact on daily life in Britain, but the First World War did because if Britain had lost the First World War then Britain would no longer be Britain. As such, there may also be a bigger desire to remember the fallen of the First World War more so than the fallen of previous wars because its outcome affects society even to this day. The most celebrated memorial in Britain is the Cenotaph in Whitehall, built by Edward Lutyens. Its effect upon the British populace was immediate, not only as a focal point for bereaved families remembering their loved ones, but also among marching veterans on Armistice Day, as part of their tribute to fallen comrades. Many, including communities in west Wales, would attempt to follow the design ideals of Lutyens and create their own cenotaph-like monuments, with the hope of emulating the design and purpose of the Whitehall original.

Conclusion
To conclude, there are a number of factors which led to the First World War fallen being more memorialized than those of previous conflicts. First and foremost, when looking at the scale of the impact that the First World War would have had on Britain, it becomes evident that winning the First World War was crucial to Britain’s future. The Boer War was fought far away from British soil, and as such Britain was not under threat of invasion; and so therefore the outcome of these wars would not have a significant impact on how the British people could live their lives. Furthermore, the scale of loss during the First World War was enormous; the mobilization of men during World War 1 was one of the largest ever seen in British history, and Britain had never seen a bigger loss of life than during this war. Everyone in Britain knew someone who had gone to fight in the war, meaning society was more impacted by this war than previous conflicts; previous wars had fewer casualties and there were less people who knew someone that had gone to fight. As such, there were more people who wanted to mourn the World War One fallen than the fallen of previous conflicts. 
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