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OECD

« Social cohesion as a characteristic of a group that works
towards the well-being of its members, fights exclusion,
fosters a sense of belonging and trust, and offers upward
mobility to its members;

 Life satisfaction, trust, social behaviour, suicide, and voting;

reduction of inequalities and exclusion;

A

« Social cohesion as degrees of order and stability put
together by certain shared values and norms (social
capital)in society;

= Common goals, and moral and behavioural norms;

relations and shared values, sense of belonging, trust, ay

Parsons

Larsen

« Social cohesion as the belief that citizens have on a given
nation that shares a moral compass, and the amount of
individuals trusting each other;

 Trust, and multi culturalism;

[ Definitions of Social Cohesion
Il Researched factors linked to Social Cohesion

Figure 1. Theoretical and empirical studies.
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Maxwell 2\
+ Social Cohesion as a process of building shared values,

reducing disparities, and share the same community with
\_the same challenges;

Alaluf

* Social cohesion as the sense of a nation with its distinctive
traditions, culture and language;

Beauvais

« Social Cohesion as an on-going process, with known group
structures, levels of solidarity and shared values between
individuals, and mechanisms to solve conflicts;

Jeannotte

« Social cohesion as the ongoing process of developing a
ity of shared values, shared challenges and equal

opportunities, based on a sense of trust, reciprocity, and. j

Granovetter
+ Overlap of individuals'friendship networks;

Braaten

* Group cohesion as the equivalent of good relationships
for the individuals that help them become the person they
strive to be;

* Attraction and bonding, support and caring, listening and
empathy, self-disclosure and feedback, and process
performance and goal attainment;

/" Lockwood B\

* Social cohesion as the strength of primary and secondary
networks that are voluntary and lack traditional crime;

\_ Social cohesion and cvic socety; Yy

Council of Europe

« Social cohesion as the capacity of a society to ensure the
well-being of allits members, minimizing disparities and

« Reciprocal loyalty and solidarity, strengths of social

\
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Le Bon
« Types of groups/communities, and their psychological

timate face-to-face communication,
\_cooperation and conlct, and il disorganizaton;

McDougall

* Group cohesion as the intrinsic collective mentalj
\ evels of rciprocity and a common way of feeling:

with

Festinger, Back and Schachter
* Group cohesion as the total field of forces which act on

members to remain in the group;

ative, task competence, and like-dislike;

+ Influence and ini

French and Raven
* Social power in groups; (Extension of Lewin's work);

(Janis
O (o et

A

Stokes
* Quality of intimate topics shared, balanced risk-taking

attitudes;

groups;

Durkheim
+ Social Cohesion as a characteristic of society that shows
the interdependence between individuals;
+Shared loyalties, mutual moral support, social capital,

\_ 1k of scial confc o socal bon, st

Freud
* Social cohesion as the identification across individuals.

in primary groups that share the same characteristics;

Lewin

+ Cohesion as a group characteristic that depends on its
size, organization and intimacy;

+ Individual behaviour, social environment;

Cartwright
* Individual behaviour, formal and informal control;

\_ (Estension of Lewin's work);

Homans
« Social cohesion as the value of rewards in a group: the

igherth vau of eward, he bigge the groups
coheion J

Lott and Lott
+ Group cohesion as the amount and strength of reciprocal

ve attitudes among individuals;

« Degree of liking:





