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[bookmark: _GoBack]INTRODUCTION
The aim of this report is to understand the impact of virtual learning environment on Moodle- students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis. 
Recently I personally had the experience of attending lectures at a different university in 2018. We also used a platform like Moodle. At the time we were attending lessons on campus there for Moodle was primarily to access lessons materials, keep students up to date with academic and social events and to communicate with the university.
Expanding your knowledge and acquiring a new skill can help with day-to-day life and open new opportunities at your current work or a new job you would like to apply for in the future. An article published by the Organization of Economics Co-operations Development (OECD) (2020) mentioned the most common barrier adult has when it comes to studying is time and other commitments such as work or family. E learning platforms have become so flexible that it allows people to be able to decide when, and at what time they can sit down to study while still being able to work and/or look after and support their families. VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) Also allows adult student to improve their digital skills, 23% of participant with good digitals skill from the same organization would feel confident enough to enroll in an online course to improve their work skills on the other hand only 14% with little to nondigital skills would enroll due to lack of confidence or embarrassment.
On the contrast of VLE, Dr Barth. A (2020) gave out a speech on T.E.D and says that e-learning takes away learning how to interact with people. Studies already say that people forget 60% of what they have learned 20 mins after they leave a normal lesson and people most of the time learn thru stories because it is a simulation of an experience which creates empathy; E learning is a virtual environment, and it could work so people all around the world people can be educated regarding global problems such as climate control that current issues that need global solutions. Example everyone around the world needs to be educated at the same time on how to keep safe and not spread the virus.
According to a publication done on World Economic Forum by Li. C and Lanalin. F (2020) says that over 1.2 billion students had been affected by the pandemic and most have had to turn to online learning to complete their studies some places such as China, the government instructed for K-12 full time student to finish their studies online, resulting in 81% attendance being called the largest “online movement”. Having reliable internet access and a device is essential for e-learning and unfortunately not everyone has access to it.





METHODS
The primary data collected in this survey was based on a questionnaire that was answered by a small group of ten students attending virtual lessons for Certificate Higher Education Skills for the workplace at the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis. These questions are formed and created by the secondary data collected for this assignment. Keeping in mind this last academic year has been unlike others this survey was conducted via email due to current circumstances. Unfortunately, I felt like I could have had more feedback and gathered more subjective experiences and opinions if I could have personally interviewed my classmate. 
 The Secondary data for this survey was collected from what was learned in lesson, different resources such as study materials available on Moodle Digital Skills and Research also recent published online sources.the survey was created after all my research on the same topic The main aim of this survey was to find out how useful students find Moodle at the University of Wales Trinidad Saint Davis, how students thought and felt to use this e-learning platform based on age and what could be improved to make it easier for everyone to use.




RESULTS 
The survey has been split into two charts based on the age and each color bar represents each participant's answers.
Chart 1.
[image: ]

Chart number 1 is based between on a ten-year age gap between 19- and 29-year-old studying at UWTSD 75% said it was easy to use and navigate due to them having experience with similar platforms and 25% said they were not too confident using Moodle. These percentages represent the type of education style of learning in 2021. Three out of four would agree on most questions regarding the use of Moodle and how effective it was for their studies.





Chart 2.
[image: ]

Chart 2 is based on student 29 years old and over at the UWTSD. It is possible to see that the older generation feels more comfortable using Moodle to guide themselves through lessons. Also 80% of mature student would often communicate with other class students, tutors, and the university by using the email address assigned to them on Moodle. They also prefer to use a large device to study such as laptops or tablets to study and take lessons. Overall, the older generation does not stay behind as they try to catch up with these new e-learning platforms.




DISCUSION
 As technology has improved so quickly over the last decade. Younger participants have more experience in digital e-learning platforms than older aged participants.
On the survey Q.04, Q.05, Q.06, Q.7 and Q.8 are relevant to the exclusive use of Moodle at UWTSD and how easy it is to learn and navigate around the platform.
 When you compare the above Chart 1. and Chart 2 proves that younger generation found navigation through Moodle a bit easier than the older generation confirming the earlier statement due to the wide range of styles of e-learning through over a decade of technology. 
It is possible to see in every question on both charts more than half of participants would agree on their answers but even more interesting in question ten all participants agreed that virtual learning should not be priced the same way as attending campus this may be due to the fact there is no classroom needed for this learning environment or just preference of flexibility to study when the person has time to do so saving time, transport, and money. The financial Invesment in software that universities must do to be able to offer e-learning education is still something not everyone understands yet.


CONCLUSION
Moodle is a e-learning platform that allows each student to learn at its own speed and its own preferred style of learning such as video, reading, online lectures and web tools to help themselves to complete assignments it also encourages students can set out own personalized goals, monitor their own personal progress and receive feedback form tutors and the university. Also, tutors can prepare assignments according to each student's learning style needs and evaluate their work in real time. It also improves communication between tutor students and classmates. Fry. A (2021)
As new as Moodle might all seem to be for some of us, it is interesting to find out people still attempt even to learn this new system of learning that has been implemented due to the current pandemic.
This module has taught me how to collect primary and research secondary data, I have also learned how to design a questionnaire and be able to analyze my data and convert them into charts. I also understand and how to explain my primary date collected though my survey and research findings in my own words.






RECOMENDATION
Having to start the academic year on lock down made things a bit more complicated and overwhelming than usual. I was already nervous as this was my second attempt studying and knowing that I would be able to speak to people and ask any doubts would be comforting, I have always struggled with writing and reading. Moodle at UWTSD has been extremely helpful in my situation. There are so many materials that tutors have made available to help complete your assignments.
On the other hand, the submissions link was sometimes a bit hard to find at first as all links are together and it can be confusing if you have had no experience before and cannot ask someone directly. This was my personal experience.
 The library was also part of the Moodle platform, that I did not really understand how to access it, as documents are only available at times depending on demand. Unfortunately, we only had a short lesson on how to use the library and it was not easy to follow through information was required to log on to library was not made available to students at the time, it was too much information it such an abbreviated time. Again, as a personal experience I used the materials my tutor was uploading for us on each lesson there for never really accessed this service.
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 SAMPLE OF QUESTIONAIRE 

	Student survey on the use of Moodle at UWTSD

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_01. Age:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	18-29
	2)
	29-39
	3)
	39-49
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_02. Gender: 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	female 
	2)
	male
	3)
	prefer not to say
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_03. Whas this the first-time using Moodle?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	yes 
	2)
	no
	3)
	not sure
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_04. How easy did was it to install Moodle?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	easy
	2)
	Nor easy- nor hard 
	3)
	hard
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_05. On what device do you navigate Moodle?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	laptop/pc
	2)
	phone
	3)
	tablet
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_06. How often do you use Moodle to communicate with the university and classmates?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	always 
	2)
	often
	3)
	never
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_07. Do you use Moodle to guide yourself through lesson?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	yes 
	2)
	sometimes
	3)
	no
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_08. How satisfied are you with the services Moodle provides?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	very satisfied 
	2)
	somewhat satisfied 
	3)
	needs improvements
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_09. Should VLE be priced as the same attending campus?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	yes 
	2)
	no
	3)
	not sure
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q_10. Do you think VLE has opened more opportunities for people to study?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1)
	yes 
	2)
	no
	3)
	not sure
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



DATA
	SURVEY STUDENTS AGE 19-29

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Q_02
	Q_03
	Q_04
	Q_05
	Q_06
	Q_07
	Q_08
	Q_09
	Q_10

	101
	1
	2
	1
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	1

	102
	1
	2
	1
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	1

	104
	1
	1
	2
	2
	1
	1
	2
	3
	1

	106
	2
	2
	1
	2
	2
	3
	1
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SURVEY STUDENTS AGED 29 +

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Q_02
	Q_03
	Q_04
	Q_05
	Q_06
	Q_07
	Q_08
	Q_09
	Q_10

	103
	1
	3
	2
	3
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1

	105
	2
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	3
	1

	107
	2
	3
	2
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1

	108
	2
	1
	3
	1
	1
	1
	3
	3
	1

	109
	1
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	2
	3
	1

	110
	1
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	3
	3
	1
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