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Does global warming and deprived backgrounds have a negative influence on a child’s behaviour? Can parents help their child’s behaviour by simply being involved in their school life?
This essay is going to discuss how certain factors influence a child’s behaviour within a school environment. Influences can be either negative or positive however both factors have an effect on a child academically. This essay is going to explore how parents or guardians have a positive effect on children, when they are involved in their schoolwork. Research has been included that demonstrates how schools aim to involve parents, and to encourage this positive relationship. In contrast this essay provides information on how a child’s outdoor environment and background can be a negative influence. Research has been provided to elaborate how this factor can contribute to a child’s behaviour. School policies and practise have been incorporated in this essay to include knowledge on how a school manages this negative factor.
John B Watson is a psychologist in behaviourism, in 1913 John B Watson believed that behaviour is a subject matter in its own right. This then proposed numerous observations and studies to be conducted to prove his theory to be accurate. According to the open university (2021) Watson believed that a person's behaviour can be explained by their environment. Watson also stated that if you change a person's environment then their behaviour will in turn be altered. This theory is recognised in schools as a child progresses from a nursery environment into a first year of mainstream class. An article produced by Diana Borbelyova explains the environmental changes that occur from this transition include routine, structure, and social interaction. Change in behaviour is also present as a child realises their current surroundings has changed and previous behaviour is ineffective in this environment, the child adapts to these environmental changes adequately. A school’s behaviour policy states that classroom management and teaching methods have an influence on the pupil’s behaviour.
Parents and guardians have a positive influence on their children when they are involved in their academic lives. The majority of parents are aware of academic achievements and ambitions that could influence their child’s future career. It has been recorded by Gintautas Silinskas et al, that there are different approaches in which a parent can contribute to a child’s academic development. The parent can contribute to their child’s knowledge by spending time to read and talk about the child’s work. The parent can dedicate a certain amount of time to sit with their child and complete homework whilst explaining and guiding the child further. Children gain confidence in knowing their parents and teachers are there for help when they need it. (Gillian Burdett). Parents can also engage in discussions about values and attitudes regarding education. This can help the child feel valued and respected, whilst establishing key skills such as social and emotional learning. These influences help the child to express their feelings, resulting in a positive environment that leads to positive attitude and behaviour whilst producing positive relationships. B F Skinner is a psychologist who believed in behaviour modification. Behaviour modification demonstrated that behaviour could change through reinforcement or punishment. A punishment is a consequence that decreases the chance of the certain behaviour happening again. Whilst a re-enforcement would increase the probability of the behaviour happening again. This modification theory can be taught by teachers and parents rewarding positive behaviour and effort with continuous stimulating feedback. (Mary Dowd).  Stein and Symone reported that the reason some children experience difficulties at primary school is because of a lack of parental time shared with a child regarding schoolwork. This parental time is crucial for children to thrive and feel supported in their school learning whilst being in their home environment. The Department of Education has acknowledged that parental involvement has a significant positive affect on children’s behaviour and achievements. The scale of this impact was evident across all social classes and ethnic groups. 
Welsh Government have published a family and community engagement toolkit. This includes key information for schools and families on how to encourage and support children. This intervention provides schools with resources on how to establish parental involvement with their child. Key resources include providing parents with home links, a simple easy to read leaflet explaining what their child has been learning in the current week in school, and what activities or conversations the parent can continue to share at home. It has been reported by Freinstein and symons (1999) parental involvement is also beneficial to the school’s staff. If any problem arises staff feel comfortable approaching parents and offering addition support where needed. Additionally, parents can approach teachers to confront any problems that arise at home, or at school regarding the child. This early intervention can prevent any problems escalating causing the child to act out of character.  Parents gain confidence in helping their child with work, parents also gain knowledge of schools learning programs. A rapport can be built with the staff to gain further knowledge of policies and procedure used within the school. This support system can help children maintain their attendance, reading, maths and overall exam results. McLeod (2018) published an article about Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. This structure explains the basic needs a person must obtain in order to achieve self-actualisation. With the participation of parents, a child can achieve basic, psychological, and self-fulfilment needs. If a child’s needs are unsatisfied, reasons can be established to explain their good or bad behaviour. (Janev Mehmet). 
It has been recorded that global warming has a negative effect on children’s behaviour. Aristos Gerogiou published how air pollution is linked to delinquent behaviour within teenagers. Within this article Aritos Gerogiou explains how a child’s outdoor environment can have this negative affect. It was declared in this report that children who possess a bad relationship with their parents are more likely to experience a chronic state of stress resulting in bad behaviour. This stress can desolate the child’s body resulting in the child being more vulnerable to the effects of air pollution. This view is also expressed by Perry Sheffield, Perry Sheffield et al produced a journal explaining the effects of global climate change and children’s health. Within this journal Sheffield explained that children are more exposed to worsened poverty, food, and physical insecurity. School performances are being diminished by heat related health effects all caused by the global environment. Healthy children.org shares the same views on the negative impact the environment has upon children. Healthy children.org states that if climate change continues then children are more susceptible to respiratory problems, more infectious diseases, and mental health problems. All these conditions have a negative effect on children’s behaviour attendance, and learning.  
Alissa Goodman claims that a child’s background will affirm and determine the quality of a child’s home school environment. Goodman further expressed that children from poor backgrounds are more likely to obtain anti-social behaviour, and behaviour problems at school. According to Gov.Wales poverty in early childhood is linked to poor life outcomes and health conditions later in a child’s life. Ofsted produced a document outlining the disadvantages children experience when they are from a poor background. Ofsted has stated that nearly half of children from disadvantaged backgrounds do not obtain the crucial knowledge, skills and understandings expected for their age by the time they finish reception year. In 2015, only 44% of children who did not reach their expected levels at the age of 5, managed to achieve national benchmarks in reading, writing, and mathematics. (ofsed). Welsh Index Multiple Deprivation has identified that there are certain areas across Wales that have deep rooted deprivation. Welsh government have policies in place such as the Childcare Act 2006 to help families in these areas. Welsh Government supports schools in deprived areas by offering breakfast clubs to schools that has 35% of children receiving free school meals. Welsh government also have a pupil development grant available to help with the cost of uniforms or sports equipment for families that are struggling financially. Gov.Wales(2015) offer children from disadvantaged backgrounds the flying start program.  This is part time childcare offered to children under the age of 4 years old. Flying start program includes intervention services such as speech and language communication, intensive health visitor service, and provides parental support and advice.  This program aims to help combat poverty in early childhood. 
Overall there are many factors that can contribute to a child’s behaviour whether it has a positive effect or a negative effect. Within this essay two potential reasons have been discussed. Both premises have been evaluated with the appropriate evidence to support their points. It could be concluded that both premises have a deductive argument. It is crucial within a learning environment that all factors are considered whilst help and support is offered to the individual and their families. Schools have a duty to always abide by their behaviour and wellbeing policies. This ensures all pupils are safeguarded regardless of their background or family orientation. 








Welsh Government (2017) Flying Start Health Programme Guidance. Available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-07/flying-start-health-programme-guidance_0.pdf (Accessed:04th March 2021).
Welsh Government (2016) Theme 4: Helping families to actively support their child’s learning. Available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-12/theme-4-helping-families-to-actively-support-their-child-s-learning-resources-1-5.pdf  (Accessed: 04th March 2021).
Hannaghan, K. (2019) ‘How deprivation affects outcomes in education -and what we can do about it’, The optimus blog [blog] 7 November. Available at: https://blog.optimus-education.com/how-deprivation-affects-outcomes-education-%E2%80%93-and-what-we-can-do-about-it (19th February 2021). 
Healthy Children.org. (2020) How climate change affects children. Available at: https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/all-around/Pages/Climate-Change-Policy Explained.aspx#:~:text=Children%20are%20more%20vulnerable%20to%20heat%20waves%2C%20especially%20infants%20and%20athletes.&text=Climate%20change%20has%20led%20to,food%E2%80%94and%20less%20healthy%20food. (Accessed: 19th February 2021).
Perry, S. et al. (2011) ‘Global climate change and children’s health: Threats and strategies for prevention. Environmental health prospectives, volume 119, issue 3, Page 291-8.
Ofsted. (2016) Unknown children – destined for disadvantage. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/541394/Unknown_children_destined_for_disadvantage.pdf . (Accessed:10th February 2021).
Department for Education (2017) Evaluation of breakfast clubs in schools with high levels of deprivation. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/603946/Evaluation_of_Breakfast_Clubs_-_Final_Report.pdf  (Accessed: 04th March 2021).
Welsh Government. (2019) Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation, available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2019-11/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation-2019-results-report-024.pdf (Accessed: 10th February 2021). 
Welsh Government. (2021) Pupil Development Grant- Access, Available at: https://gov.wales/pupil-development-grant-access (Accessed:19th February 2021).
Department for Education. (2011) Review of the best practise in parental engagement, Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/182508/DFE-RR156.pdf (Accessed: 04th March 2021).
Dowd, M. (2019) How to use behaviourism in a classroom. Available at: https://www.theclassroom.com/use-behaviorism-classroom-8156621.html (Accessed 04th March 2021). 
Georgiou,A. (2017) ‘Air pollution linked to delinquent behaviour in teenagers’, International Business Times, 13th December.  Available at: https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/air-pollution-linked-bad-behaviour-teenagers-1651388 (Accessed: 04th March 2021). 
Silinkas, G. et al. (2014) ‘Parents and their children’s school lives – Commentary on the special issue, parents roles in children’s school lives. British Journal Of Educational Psychology.page.454. DOI:10.1111/bjep.12046.

Borbelyova, D. et al. (2020) ‘Adaptation to the school environment in early elementary education’. Children and youth services review. Vol-119, iss- 1, part. 1. 
Education (Wales) The childcare Act 2006 Local Authority Assessment. Welsh Statutory Instrument 2016/88 (W.42). Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2016/88/schedule/made (Accsessed: 04th March 2021).

Gov.Wales (2020) Child poverty: income maximisation action plan 2020-2021. Available at: https://gov.wales/child-poverty-income-maximisation-action-plan-2020-2021-html (Accessed: 04th March 2021). 

Goodman, A. (2010) Poorer children’s educational attainment: how important are attitudes and behaviour. York: Joseph Rowntree Foundation.

Mehmet ,J. (2019) ‘Using Maslow to support a calmer classroom’, Tribal [blog] 15 April. Available at: https://www.tribalgroup.com/blog/using-maslow-to-support-a-calmer-classroom (Accessed: 04th March). 

McLeod, S. (2020) Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. Available at: https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html#gsc.tab=0 (Accessed: 19th February 2021).

Symons, J. et al (1999) ‘Attainment in secondary schools’. Oxford economic papers, volume.51, issue 2, page.300-321.

Burdett, G. (2019) 16 ways parents can be involved in the classroom this school year. Available at: https://www.care.com/c/stories/3201/16-ways-parents-can-be-involved-in-the-classroom/ (Accessed: 19th February 2021). 






Megan Whitbread	2009545	Page. 5
