WEEK 7: Identification and Interpretation

Required Reading
This week focuses on the identification of celestial targets of alignments as well as on the issues of interpretation. The key resource this week is to familiarise yourself with the Excel Spreadsheets that help you convert your fieldwork data to declination and/or the skyscapeR app or R package (revisit the material from weeks 4 and 6 to remind yourself of the key terms and definitions if need be). 

In addition to this there are three readings. Ruggles’ astronomy box includes tables of declination that permit you to identify key solar and lunar events. The second reading discusses the different ways of defining an equinox and how they yield different orientations. The question to consider is how would one distinguish between them, and correctly interpret an alignment to “an” equinox. Finally, Hayden and Villeneuve delve into the problem of over-interpretation. With recourse to the ethnographic record of contemporary hunter-gatherers, they take a critical look at claims of Palaeolithic astronomy. 

The case study of the week is Silva’s study of the passage graves of central Portugal. By now you are familiar with the employed methods here but this book chapter is important because it takes the argument further: it discusses the interpretation of the identified alignments in its cultural context, and also explains why a simple calendrical or functionalist explanation is unsuitable.


Ruggles, Clive, Astronomy in Prehistoric Britain and Ireland, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1999, Astronomy Box 6 (p. 57).

Ruggles, Clive L.N., ‘Whose Equinox?’ Journal for the History of Astronomy xxviii, 1997, pp. S45-50. Available online: 
	http://adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/1997JHAS...28...45R

Hayden, Brian and Suzanne Villeneuve, “Astronomy in the Upper Palaeolithic?,” Cambridge Archaeological Journal 21(3), 2011, pp.331-55. [PDF ON MOODLE]

Case Study
Silva, Fabio, ‘The View from Within: a ‘time-space-action’ approach to Megalithism in Central Portugal’. In Silva, Fabio and Nick Campion (eds), Skyscapes: The Role and Importance of the Sky in Archaeology, Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2015 (in press), pp. 120-139. [E-BOOK AVAILABLE ON TSD LIBRARY]


Recommended resources
[bookmark: _GoBack]skyscapeR legacy app and/or package [INFO ON MOOD
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