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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By the end of the session, you should:

• Have discussed academic honesty and why it is important

• Understand what plagiarism is

• Develop the ability to recognise plagiarism and its types

• Understand how to avoid plagiarism through paraphrasing, 

summarising and quoting 



ACADEMIC COMMUNITIES

1. What is an academic community?

2. Where are you in the academic community?



ACADEMIC COMMUNITIES

1. What is an academic community?

An academic community is a place to create, share and

apply knowledge. The primary activity in an academic

community is learning. The main characteristics of an

academic community are:

Intellectual inquiry, investigation, discovery, exchange of ideas and 

academic honesty/integrity



THE PATH

You are here! 



ACADEMIC COMMUNITIES

2. Where are you in the academic community?

You are currently completing your ‘academia’ journey. You

are at its highest level, so academic honesty must be

extremely important to you.



ACADEMIC 
HONESTY/INTEGRITY

1. What do you think academic honesty means? 

2. Can you think of any examples of academic dishonesty? 

3. What are the implications of academic dishonesty? 

Discuss these questions in your breakout rooms and 

choose a group speaker to share your ideas with the rest of 

the class.  You have 5 mins for this activity.



ACADEMIC HONESTY (BBC NEWS, 

23/12)



GERMAN DEFENCE MINISTER GUTTENBERG 
RESIGNS OVER THESIS



THE US PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN



WHAT IS PLAGIARISM?

• Plagiarism means writing ideas from any source and not 

acknowledging that source.

• Using another person’s work and pretending it is your own.

• You should refer to the work of others, and you must acknowledge 

the source.

• Look it up. Use it.  Acknowledge it!



Is all learning plagiarism?

• It has been argued that all learning is plagiarism: that we 

use ideas from other people all the time, weave them into 

our working and academic lives, gradually take 

ownership of them and eventually forgot who influenced 

us in the first place.

• The people who influenced us, were in turn influenced by 

nameless others going back over the centuries.

• However, the term ‘plagiarism’ has a particular meaning in 

relation to academic study on formal education courses.

• Try the quiz that follows to test your knowledge of what is 

or is not plagiarism.



Look at the following scenarios and decide whether or not the 

situation described amounts to plagiarism. Click the appropriate 

column: yes or no

(Correct answers will show sign)

1. You see a quotation in a book and copy the
quotation out word for word into your assignment and
do not cite the source.

2. You see a quotation in a book or www site and
copy some of the words and add some of your own
words and do not cite the source.

3. You see something on an internet site, for
example, an article from a named journal with a named
author. You copy, or copy and paste, from the site into
your assignment without citing the source.

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No









4. You see an interesting and different way of looking
at a particular subject on an internet website. No
author’s name is shown. You cut and paste the idea into
your assignment and don’t show the source, i.e. name
of website, in your assignment.

5. You find some interesting photos or other
illustrations on a website. You copy the photos or
illustrations and paste them into your assignment. You
do not cite the artist, photographer or website.

6. You see an interesting summary of different
approaches to a subject on an internet website. No
author’s name is shown. You do not copy and paste,
but you paraphrase in your own words the summary
into your assignment. You don’t mention the website
source in your assignment.

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No





Always be cautious when doing this 

and always try to establish the name of 

the original author. If an author’s name 

is shown, this must be cited. If not, it 

would be wise to cite the website if no 

author’s name is shown.





7. You are part of a study group of four or five and
you all discuss an assignment. You all agree on the
approach and arguments you will use in the
assignment. One of the students, with a little help from
another, writes the assignment. All the members of the
group submit the assignment individually.

8.     You see some statistics in a magazine that are 
relevant to a report you are writing. There is no author 
cited. You use the statistics in your assignment and do 
not give a source, e.g., magazine.

9. You want to give a historical overview of something
that has happened over a long period, for example
employment trend. You read three or four general text
books on the subject. They all say much the same
thing, so you summarise in your own words and don’t
cite the sources.

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No





It is not plagiarism to summarise 

in your own words historical or 

general overviews of situations 

where there is unlikely to be any 

significant argument or dispute 

with what you say. However, If you 

copy extracts from books the 

author(s) must be cited & 

referenced.





10. You find an article summarising a particular
model, theory or practice associated with a particular
theorist, e.g., Michael Porter. It is a secondary source,
which means the writer is summarising him or herself
what Porter has said. You like this summary, as it says
what you believe Porter has accurately written. You
can’t think of a better way of summarising Porter
yourself, so you copy out this summary without
referring to the secondary source author.

11. You and your friend are on the same degree
course. You both have to write an assignment on the
same topic and submit it as individual work. You both
discuss the assignment topic, and you help your
friend gain a better understanding of the subject. Your
friend is grateful and writes the assignment. You copy
most of it, although you add additional comments and
change the wording here and there to suit you and
your perspectives on the topic.

Yes No

Yes No







12. You have an assignment to write, and you do the
research for it. In the process of writing the
assignment a new way of looking at the subject
suddenly occurs to you, which you feel is unique. You
put forward this ‘unique’ perspective on the subject
and submit the assignment. However, you discover a
day or two later that someone else has already
published the same idea and perspective a few years
earlier.

Yes No



However, you should always 

check out ideas as thoroughly as 

you can before claiming any 

originality for them. You could, 

for example, discuss your ideas 

with your tutor, who is likely to 

know if others have published 

similar ideas to your own.



OVER TO YOU TO ANSWER THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

• Why do students plagiarise? Give reasons.

According to Selemani et al. (2018), despite students 

reporting that they had a conceptual understanding of 

plagiarism, the majority of them reported that they had 

intentionally and unintentionally committed plagiarism, 

mainly due to: 

➢pressure for good grades (86.7%)

➢ laziness and poor time management (84.9%)

➢ lack of good academic writing skills (84.9%)



TYPES OF PLAGIARISM
• Hamp-Lyons & Courter (1984, pp. 161-166) distinguish between four 

types of plagiarism:

➢Outright copying (copy/paste chunks of text)

➢ Paraphrase plagiarism (not paraphrased enough)

➢ Patchwork plagiarism (material copied from several writers and 
rearranged with no attempt to acknowledge the original sources)

➢ Stealing an apt term (borrowing words or phrases directly)

• Selemani et al. (2018) study also established that prevalent forms of 
plagiarism admitted (by students) and reported (by academic staff) to 
have been committed included lack of proper acknowledgement after: 

➢ paraphrasing (69.8%), 

➢ summarising (64.1%) and 

➢ using quotation marks (56.6%). 



AVOIDING PLAGIARISM

• The best way to ensure you avoid plagiarising is to use 

paraphrasing, summarising and quoting correctly.



TURNITIN REPORTS



INTERPRETING TURNITIN REPORTS (1)

▪ Turnitin is a similarity-detection tool (platform) for allowing you to improve your 

academic writing; however, interpreting a Turnitin Originality Report is sometimes not easy. 

▪ Turnitin matches text in your assignment with text in millions of other online sources such 

as books, journals, web pages, and the work of other students. 

▪ The Originality Report gives you a percentage representing the amount of text in 

your work that matches other sources online. There is a very big difference between 

what Turnitin flags as matching text (similarity index) and plagiarism. 

▪ Turnitin will highlight any matching material in a paper, even if it is properly quoted and 

cited. Just because it appears as unoriginal does not mean it is plagiarised; it just means that 

the material matches something in the Turnitin databases. 

▪ There is no exact percentage match that indicates that your work is, or is not, plagiarised. A 

match of 35% may be perfectly acceptable, so long as your work is presented and 

referenced correctly. On the other hand, a match of only 5% may be problematic and 

indicate that you need to revise/edit your writing and develop your 

paraphrasing/summarising skills. 

▪ Please note that a low match score may still indicate that you borrowed a sentence 

or phrase, and you must edit your work to be original. Further, a 0% matching score is 

not a guarantee that your work is completely original, you may not have included 

adequate sources. 



INTERPRETING TURNITIN REPORTS (2)

• Each colour represents how much of 

your paper or assignment matches 

something already in the Turnitin 

database.

• In the example shown, the first 

sentence of this paragraph contains 

nearly a complete sentence from 

matched source 31, highlighted in 

brown. The rest of the paragraph 

matches source 12, highlighted in 

blue. 

• Very few words have been changed, 

and there is no indication of 

appropriate citing (surname, year, 

page No) or direct quotes (“”). 

This would be considered 

plagiarism.



• There is no straightforward answer to the question: 'What percentage 

similarity is okay/allowed?’ This decision is made on a number of factors and a 

Turnitin Originality Report is just one part of this decision making process. 

• Your tutor / lecturer will look at the paper and the originality report 

to make the determination of whether or not something is 

plagiarism, and to what extent, i.e., intentional plagiarism, unintentional 

plagiarism, improper/lack of citation, or mere coincidence. 

• In your Turnitin Originality Report, check to make sure that: 

➢ When quoted text matches the original source exactly word-for-word, you put the 

quote in quotation marks and cite the original source correctly with the page 

number for the quotation. 

➢ When you paraphrase or summarise ideas or facts from a source, you use your own 

words to explain those ideas or report those facts. 

➢ You correctly cite the source for each idea or fact that you obtained from 

another source (whether or not it is an exact quotation). 

➢ You revise and restate in your own words all phrases that match more than a 

few (3 or 4) words in a sentence based on a source.

➢ Resubmit your work to check again. 

INTERPRETING TURNITIN REPORTS (3)



PARAPHRASING, 
SUMMARISING, QUOTING
• What is the difference between a paraphrase, a 

summary and a quotation? 

➢ Summarising involves putting the main idea(s) into your own words, 

including only the main point(s). Once again, it is necessary to attribute 

summarized ideas to the original source. Summaries are significantly 

shorter than the original and take a broad overview of the source material. 

➢ Paraphrasing involves putting a passage from source material into your 

own words. A paraphrase must also be attributed to the original 

source. Paraphrased material is usually shorter than the original passage, 

taking a somewhat broader segment of the source and condensing it 

slightly.

➢Quotations must be identical to the original, using a narrow segment of 

the source. They must match the source document word for word and 

must be attributed to the original author.



THE SKILL OF SUMMARISING

• While a paraphrase is the same length as an original, a summary is a 
shortened version of an original text.

• How long is a typical summary? What does it include?

• Are you good at summarising? Try it!

• Always cite your source after summarising.

• Summarise the following text in about 4 lines:



VOLCANIC ISLANDS
The birth of a volcanic island is an event marked by prolonged and violent travail: 

the forces of the earth striving to create, and all the forces of the sea opposing. At 

the place where the formation of such an island begins, the sea floor is probably 

nowhere more than about fifty miles thick. In it are deep cracks and fissures, the 

results of unequal cooling and shrinkage in past ages. Along such lines of weakness 

the molten lava from the earth's interior presses up and finally bursts forth into 

the sea. But a submarine volcano is different from a terrestrial eruption, where 

the lava, molten rocks, and gases are hurled into the air from an open crater. Here 

on the bottom of the ocean the volcano has resisting it all the weight of the ocean 

water above it. Despite the immense pressure of, it may be, two or three miles of 

sea water, the new volcanic cone builds upwards towards the surface, in flow after 

flow of lava. Once within reach of the waves, its soft ash is violently attacked by 

the motion of the water which continually washes away its upper surface, so that 

for a long period the potential island may remain submerged. But eventually, in 

new eruptions, the cone is pushed up into the air, where the lava hardens and 

forms a rampart against the attacks of the waves.

UEfAP (2020)



VOLCANIC ISLANDS 
(SUMMARY)

A volcanic island is born only after a long and violent struggle between 

the forces of the earth and the sea. It begins to form when hot lava 

breaks through a cracked and uneven part of the sea-bed where the 

earth's crust is weak. Unlike the land volcano, it has to build upwards 

despite the immense water-pressure until it finally reaches the surface. 

Even then it is too soft to withstand the waves and remains underwater 

until the cone is pushed into the air from below and the lava hardens.

UEfAP (2020)



THE SKILL OF PARAPHRASING

• Paraphrasing involves putting a passage from source material into your 

own words. 

• A paraphrase must also be attributed to the original source. 

• Paraphrased material is usually shorter than the original passage, 

taking a somewhat broader segment of the source and condensing it 

slightly.

• Always cite your source after paraphrasing.

• Follow paraphrasing stages but note that applying a stage by itself. Is 

not enough and they are best use in combination.

• You need to change the words and the structure of the text.



PARAPHRASING: THE STAGES 
1. Read and understand the text. 

2. Make a list of the main ideas. 

a. Find the important ideas - the important words/phrases. In some way mark them - write them 
down, underline or highlight them. 

b. Find alternative words/synonyms for these words/phrases - do not change specialised 
vocabulary and common words. 

3. Change the structure of the text. 

a.   Identify the meaning relationships between the words/ideas - e.g. cause/effect, 
generalisation, contrast. 

b.   Express these relationships in a different way. 

c.   Change the grammar of the text: change nouns to verbs, adjectives to adverbs, 
etc., break up long sentences, combine short sentences. 

4. Rewrite the main ideas in complete sentences. Combine your notes into a piece of 
continuous writing. 

5. Check your work. 

a.    Make sure the meaning is the same. 

b.    Make sure the length is the same. 

c.    Make sure the style is your own. 

d.    Remember to acknowledge other people's work.



PRACTISE PARAPHRASING

To practise paraphrasing:

• Go to Teams and open the Paraphrasing S. document. 

• Complete a) in each stage independently.

• Check as a group/pair in your breakout rooms.

• Let us discuss the difficulties you had whilst paraphrasing 

the short texts.  



PARAPHRASING: SUGGESTED ANSWERS
• Paul Ekman who works at the University of California has performed a sequence 

of investigations on the way nonverbal behaviour may disclose real internal 

conditions. 

• In contrast, many invertebrates, such as snails and worms and crustacea, have a 

spiral pattern of cleavage. 

• This rewriting of history was not so much a matter of starting again. 

• The Norman invasion took place in 1066. 

• He wrote on frequent occasions. 

• A study of this kind can be related to texts in other media too. 

• Deforestation increased markedly in the four southern states during 1987 and 

1988. On account of this, it is heartening news that during the early part of the 

1989 dry season the burning seemed to have been curtailed somewhat. The 

reason for this is a combination of policy changes, better controls on burning, and 

most important of all an exceptionally wet "dry" season. 

• Tropical forests are defined here as evergreen or partly evergreen forests, in areas 

receiving not less than 100 mm of precipitation in any month for two out of three 

years, with mean annual temperature of 24-plus degrees Celsius, and essentially 

frost-free. 



INDEPENDENT STUDY 

• Follow the links to practise academic writing and avoiding 

plagiarism:

• http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm

• https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/

using_research/avoiding_plagiarism/index.html

• http://www.writefix.com/

• http://www.parapal-online.co.uk/

http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/avoiding_plagiarism/index.html
http://www.writefix.com/
http://www.parapal-online.co.uk/


RECAP

• Appreciate academic honesty 

• Understand what plagiarism is

• Develop the ability to recognise plagiarism and its types

• Understand how to avoid plagiarism through paraphrasing, 

summarising and quoting 


