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Task 3. Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?

Looking back, I can see our initial research and development tasks helped us realise our final production.

In the beginning of the process we were asked to research the environment, specifically Plastic Pollution. Within my research I looked into the history of plastic, manufacturing of it, Government initiatives, the school curriculum, and solutions and alternatives to plastic. For me this was an important part of the process, and an ongoing aspect. A lot of what we researched as a company was a useful source of information to refer back to when actors were devising the piece in terms of the script. I feel our script is folded around our research topics and all were touched upon within our script. I particularly feel that the use of statistics was created well within our piece, both verbally and visually. Giving too many can be boring and ineffective. However, I feel by using statistics which compared the scale of the problem, to the scale of something our audience would relate to, was more engaging for the children as they were able to visualise it more and therefore have a better understanding and connection to what our actors were telling them. I feel there was evidence of this when listening to the children’s reactions to them, some repeating what was said or key aspects.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I feel our production addressed the social, political and cultural issues in ways I had thought, as well as more. Culturally, it was an opportunity for us to bring theatre into the classroom and give all children the opportunity to experience theatre. From the feedback from some of the schools we were told not all children would have seen schools. However, within some of our audiences there were children who were interested in acting and creating, and schools who had previous experiences with theatre companies, shows and producing shows and being involved within the arts. For me I could see how not only were we offering a new experience for some children but also showing those who were already interested that it can be a career and future not just a hobby, which is something I hadn’t thought about and was very rewarding. I also felt politically we should teach children about their climate and how they can help and make a change on a small and large scale.  I feel from a lot of our feedback from the children, I believe we educated them on our chosen topic and they would have been able to bring at least one piece of information they had learnt from our show regarding plastic pollution. One child even told an actor after the show that he “doesn’t usually learn much in one hour, but I learnt lots today”.  One of the social topics we also addressed through a creative aspect, was equality. We did this by everyone playing our protagonist, Alice, despite the actor’s gender. I feel this worked well as the audience seemed to accept and understand that the actor was now Alice, just by using a visual mechanism to distinguish the character. I feel the costumes and hair style also worked well within the piece, as they were gender neutral, which I feel helped them to just been seen as their characters, whether it was a plastic bottle, Barbie, or octopus.
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