Tile 6 Tasks
Renan, Souvenirs d’enfance et de jeunesse (1883)/ Recollections of my youth (1897)

The English translation can be read here:
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/12748/12748-h/12748-h.htm#link2H_4_0008 

Concentrating on just three sections: the preface, the flax-crusher and St Renan, consider the text from the following angles:

Brittany as land of legend:

Explain the special use Renan makes of legends in the Souvenirs


The difference between Brittany and Paris/France:

In what terms is the difference between the education Renan received in Brittany and in Paris described?

What are the other differences he describes (e.g. the effects of the Revolution?)

In what sense might Renan’s Brittany, in this text, be described as a ‘utopia’?


The spiritual:

What is the current state of religion in France?

What are the factors that lead Renan to describe himself as ‘predestined to Romanticism’?

Are the Souvenirs/ Recollections more a meditation on the relationship between positivism and idealism than a project on Brittany?


As autobiography:

Might we dismiss the Souvenirs/ Recollections as the rambling reminiscence of a nostalgic old man?


