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The trip to Hafod was a trip undertaken to understand, feel and actively participate in ideas around aesthetics, the picturesque and 18th century attitudes. Focusing on the development of the site, from a small country house into the acres of managed woodlands we see today. In preparation for this trip, we discussed theories of the picturesque, contemporary poets and landscape interpretations. 
Beginning the walk, we started by observing the gothic church, its positioning and its relation to the landscape. After being rebuilt in the fire, we noticed the graves and the architecture being of solid grey rock and granite, indicating that those buried there were of some wealth. We also noted on the way out that many of the graves were of young men and women, we attributed that to Cymwystwyth mine. 
Following the path on from the church, we descended through the woodlands, down to the start of the Lady’s Walk. As a group we partook in a kind of role play activity, with the men and women taking turns in acting out their expected behaviours on the hillsides, with the women being led by the men. Attitudes to 18th century courtship were explained, as the oldest married woman of the group would be expected to pair off the young eligible girls to their most suited partners. We continued down to Peiran Falls, observing the waterfalls and the narrow paths. Here the gentlemen would have been expected to care for and help women across the more dangerous parts of the walk, in attempts to win their affections and keep their weak womanly demeanour intact, after being overwhelmed with the falls.
The path then led us through to the beautiful flower garden, built especially for the lady Mariamne, a lover of botanicals and scientific studies. Although the garden is not yet fully restored, the location and the walled areas give an idea of how beautiful and regal the area would have been. Viewing the platform where the Hafod house once stood, and the long tree-adorned drive leading up to the house, the full view of the estate gardens was beautiful. The contrasts between the steep sheep-covered hillside to the left of the house, and the grassy lawns leading to the river on the left gave an idea of what Johnes wanted to achieve with the estate. Furthering this we walked to the more pastoral farm lands of the estate, past the various lakes and summer houses that are there today. We explored concepts of rewilding the areas, where the open lands were used for grazing but also giving beautiful picturesque views of the hillsides. The estate today is discussed amongst locals as a nuisance to the people of the area, using the manual labour of the residents of Cymwystwyth and almost exploiting them, have left a residual hatred for the Johnes family to this day. Reorganising and repurposing the land on such a scale as this was one of the greatest feats of garden and landscape architecture, bringing in high class visitors from all over England and Wales. The way in which the landscape captures the harsh wilding landscape of Wales, but also changing the very foundations of the area to provide walking routes and bridges to accommodate walkers. Although only partially restored, the walks and routes are a perfect way to understand an recreate the landscape that Cumberland explores in 1795 and the experiences are still as magical.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cumberland, G. (1795) (1996) An Attempt To Describe Hafod. Hafod Trust, National Library of Wales.] 
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