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	ASSIGNMENT / COURSEWORK SPECIFICATION



	School:
	Applied Computing

	Programme:
	B.Eng. Computer Systems &  Electronics Engineering

	Module/Unit:
	Computer and Network Architecture

	Assignment No:
	1
	Lecturer:
	G. Rees-Evans
	Internal Verifier:
	L. J. Cobley



	Assignment Title:
	Computer Architecture Assignment



	Hand Out Date:
	07/11/11
	Return Date:
	16/12/11
	Contribution to Overall 
Module/Unit Assessment (%):
	50



	PENALTIES FOR LATE SUBMISSION:  UP TO ONE WEEK LATE, MAXIMUM GRADE OF PASS.  OVER ONE WEEK LATE, FAIL.



	Outcomes being Assessed (from Module/Unit Syllabus):

	Number
	Description

	1
	Create a personal development plan based on a self-evaluation of skills

	2
	Reflect on the application and achievement of the study skills learned



	Common Skills (Key Skills):
	Tick if present
	Tick if assessed
(HND/C only – normally only one)

	1.	Managing and Developing Self
	
	

	2.	Working with and Relating to Others
	
	

	3.	Communicating 
	
	

	4.	Managing Tasks
	
	

	5.	Applying Numeracy
	
	

	6.	Applying Technology
	
	

	7.	Applying Design and Creativity
	
	



	HND AND HNC PROGRAMMES ONLY – Grading Criteria

	
PASS:

	

	
MERIT:

	

	
DISTINCTION:

	



	TASK DESCRIPTION



You are required to produce a document comprised of three sections:

Academic Report:										(Weighting: 10%)
A correctly formatted, academic report, the main body comprising of 3 tasks. 
· Conform to an accepted academic format.
· Containing a Title Page, Table of Contents, Page Numbers, Sections, Headings.

Task 1: 												(Weighting: 30%)
· Provide a general description of a modern computer system, identifying generic system hardware components.
· Use this description as a framework to discuss current trends regarding component size, type and speed; evolution of new storage mediums; new input and output devices and other aspects of computer hardware which you consider important.  

Task 2: 												(Weighting: 30%)
· Using the provided scenarios, create a hardware and software specification tailored to each user and their requirements and justify your suggestions.
Scenario 1
Rupert is a recent Graphic Design graduate looking to set up his own graphic design business. He needs a computer to be able to create his portfolio and work for clients.
Scenario 2
Edith is a retired civil servant whose children live abroad. Edith has never owned a computer of her own but has enrolled on an evening class to learn how to use one. She would like to use a computer to communicate with family, see her grandchildren, do some online shopping and get help with some hobbies including gardening and knitting.
Scenario 3
David is a middle aged office worker who needs a new computer for work. David’s main tasks are to write letters, send emails and compile spreadsheets. David is blind and requires some suitable software to enable him to access his computer.


Task 3: 												(Weighting: 30%)
· Review and discuss the key hardware and software components required to link a home computer to the on-line community. 
· Include in your discussion an overview of network systems and the Internet and suggest essential security requirements of the network.


The document should be:
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Total word count approximately 2500 words in length
· Word processed
· Inclusive of a list of references / bibliography (where applicable), following the Numeric Referencing System
· Presented to the School Office on the submission date given
2
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