The Teaching Enlightments of Different Facts’ Influence 
Yuanfen Wang   Student ID: 1904140 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: _Hlk33954166]Second language learning refers to learning a new language besides one’s native language. The process of second language learnings is very complicated which is affected by many facts, such as personality characteristics, intelligence, aptitude, motivation, attitudes and age. In the article Factors affecting second language learning by Patsy M. Lightbrown and Nina Spada, the authors used some research findings to show the complex relationship between the facts and the influence of the facts to the success of second language learning. According to the article, researchers measured the influence of individual factor which affects second language learning by questionnaires and tests. The facts are dependent on and interact with each other, it is impossible to separate them, it is unreasonable to observe and measure each fact separately. At the same time, language proficiency is hard to be defined and measured as different test just measures different kinds of knowledge. And the causal relationship between the facts make the researcher hard to estimate which fact is the real key fact leading to the success of second language learning.
Even though intelligence is a very important fact related to the success of learning, some researches have shown that IQ only affects some parts of second language abilities positively, especially on language reading and analysis, but not the same on interaction and communication. We must remember that intelligence is so complicated that the traditional tests for IQ cannot measure all the strengths and abilities of a person. Experiences have proved that a lot of students learnt second language successful in spite of their academic performance were poor.
Efficient learners are believed to have some kind of language aptitude. According to the example cited by the article described by Majorie Wesche (1981), both students and teachers were satisfied when students were placed in appropriate program according to their different aptitude profile and their performance were improved greatly. Attitudes and motivation are corelated to success in second language learning positively as well. Integrative motivation and instrumental motivation lead to the success in second language learning. As languages exist in social contexts, both children and adults are sensitive to social dynamics and power relationships which often affects motivation. In order to improve students’ learning motivations in class, the content should be attractive according to their age and abilities, the learning goal must be challenging but achievable, the atmosphere will be encouraging and harmonious. At the beginning of a lesson, the teacher should introduce the activities in the class to enhance students’ interest. In the course of learning, changing the tasks and activities can avoid boredom. Requiring students cooperate with each other to finish tasks will increase their motivation for realizing their importance in team works. Different age and cultural background would decide whether to take competitive activities or cooperative interaction.
Due to different personality or temperament, each individual has his or her preference for learning. We should respect everyone’s learning style and encourage them to make use of all kinds of resources and methods to learn the target language. Some older learners have their own opinions and beliefs about the way they should be taught because they know which method is best for them from previous experiences. Different learning beliefs or learning style will lead to various preference for learning which will help students expand their learning strategies.
There is a hot debate about the relationship between the age of a learner and the success of second language learning. According to the Critical Period Hypothesis discussed in the article, there is special time during our brain’s development which is favorable for language learning. This critical period will end during adolescence or even earlier. Language study based on this innate ability is much better than other general abilities which explains why children always study better than most adults especially on pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar rules. From the results of research and experience carried out by Mark Patkowski (1980), even though all facts which influence second language learning are related to each other closely and impossible to separate them completely, age is the most crucial factor among them. These results are strong demonstrations to the Critical Period Hypothesis. Jacqueline Johnson and Elissa Newport found from their study that there was a positive relationship between an early start and the better performance in learning the second language, which justified the hypothesis as well.
Catherine Snow and Marian Hoefnagel-Höhle took a research in Holland from children (aged 3 to 10), adolescents (12 to 15 years), to adults (18 to 60 years) on their performance of second language learning. The research lasted a year, adolescents and adults did better than children in the first few months; the children caught up with adults at the end of the year, adolescents did the best performance overall. From this study we can see that older learner have some advantages at the early stage of learning, in a daily basis context adolescents and adults could make use of the beneficial language environment and make rapid progress.  
Even though 'younger is better' is widely believed, older learners could do better at the beginning of second language learning, some of them can achieve excellent results. When consider the best age to begin second language learning, it is very important for us to keep in mind the purpose of learning and the language condition it will occur. If the goal is to speak the second language as native, it is better to be immersed in the language as early as possible. But it will have great influence on one’s first language.
Results of many researches have shown that personality has a very important influence on language learning. It is generally believed that extroversion is conducive to second language learning, but introversion is not so beneficial, because extroverted people will actively take part in language learning activities and seek more learning opportunities on their own. Nevertheless, the relationship between personality traits and second language learning is very complicate, for instance, there is a significant positive correlation between introversion and reading ability, and between extroversion and listening comprehension.
In listening and speaking, extroverts are less anxious than introverts. Active outgoing students take advantage of every opportunity to communicate with others. In the process of oral communication, in order to respond properly they have to understand each other's words, which is a golden chance for them to practice their listening and speaking skills. As a result, extroverts often excel at listening and speaking. Outgoing students like discussing with others, their ability of independent analysis is relatively weak. Although extroverted learners are good at talking and responding, they are more likely to get more opportunities for input and practice, but their formal analysis ability is not as good as that of introverted learners, and they pay more attention to fluency but a lack of accuracy and precision in language learning. Moreover, they are eager to give answers and lack of careful thinking, which tends to low score in this category. 
Introverted learners cannot actively participate in language learning activities due to too much inhibition and self-discipline, thus losing many opportunities to practice listening and speaking. The opposite is true for reading comprehension. Introverted students are diligent in analyzing and thinking on their own, and do not rush to answer, thus will get higher scores. Introverts are able to maintain a good state of concentration while learning a language. They have a strong inner character and can analyze the limited language input from different perspectives in a more in-depth and detailed way. They are more likely to get high score, particularly in the classroom second language teaching environment that always pays more attention on language structures and grammars. In second language learning, they focus on accuracy, and delve deeper into grammar, translation, reading and understanding. Therefore, they are good at reading and writing, but not communicative ability. 
In addition to the individual factors, some external conditions, such as learning environment, could also affect the students' language learning, resulting in the influence of personality on second language learning has become less direct, or become less clear. People with different personalities will choose different learning strategies and learning methods to make up for the disadvantages of character to English learning. There is no significant correlation between personality tendency and students' overall foreign language learning performance.
Just like a coin has two sides, everything has two sides. The same is true for each personality, which has both advantages and disadvantages. From the above analysis, we can see the advantages and disadvantages of different personalities and their influence on second language learning. People's personalities are stable, so teachers should adopt different teaching methods for students with different personalities in teaching activities. Therefore, it is not necessary and impossible for teachers to completely change students' character in teaching activities. Teachers should assign different learning tasks to different students according to their personality characteristics. 
Since students with introverted personality do not like to show themselves in class, they are most likely to be ignored in class. These students are not active in class activities, lack curiosity about class and knowledge, and are not very interested in learning the second language. There is no great fluctuation in their mood after the whole class, and their grades will not be improved. They do not have enough self-confidence to believe in themselves, and dare not to show themselves boldly. For introverted students, the primary purpose of teachers is to try to enhance the self-confidence of learners, so to do more encouragement and support. At the same time, teachers also need to give them psychological guidance, let them increase the determination and courage to overcome difficulties, let them believe that they can do, in order to gradually make up for the weakness in their character. When they make even a small progress in learning, teachers should give them praise and encouragement in time, which not only narrows the distance between teachers and students, but also makes them willing to communicate and discuss with teachers and actively participate in classroom activities. The relaxed and happy learning atmosphere can make introverted students dare and willing to participate in class learning. Teachers should also provide as many opportunities as possible for introverted students to show their strengths in class, so that they can enhance their self-confidence. But teachers should also understand that this is a step-by-step process, cannot be rushed, otherwise it will counterproductive.  
The change of the external environment had a great influence on the extroverted students, they can't concentrate on to build the system of knowledge. The teacher should let them aware of listening and speaking is only two aspects of language learning, basic vocabulary and grammar knowledge’s learning and consolidation are also very important. After learning a new grammar, they need to do more grammar exercises to deepen the impression and remember it in mind. 
Learners should have a clear understanding of their own personality, find their own shining points, give full play to their strengths, tailor-made learning plans, learn from each other, and strive for all-round development. However, teachers should be individualized and give specific guidance to learners with different personalities, so as to constantly improve their teaching level and make progress together with students. The teaching design also should try to expand their thinking as far as possible, leave them more free development space, and give them some suggestions on their shortcomings in time. The questions should be set a time limit, let the student answer within the prescribed period of time. Gradually increase the difficulty of the questions which required quality and quantity at the same time, so as to gradually led them to improve the character shortcomings such as instability, impatience and irritableness, enabling them to achieve all-round development.
To sum up, learners have personality differences in second language learning, and these personality differences will more or less affect their language learning. Each has its own merits and demerits, neither good nor bad. Learners' personality differences’ important impact on learning will give great enlightenments on students' learning plans and teachers' teaching plans.
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