Essay Structure Visual Guide

This is a simple visual guide to structuring essays. It follows the
standard structure of Introduction, Main Body and Conclusion, with
what each section should include. Remember to always focus on

your essay title/question/task.

Essay Outline

Introduction

(Normally one
paragraph)

Main Body

(Use as many

paragraphs as you need
—one point to one
paragraph. Start
broadly with
background points (lay
the ground) and narrow
down to the final
clinching points which
answer the question)

Conclusion

(Normally one
paragraph)

State what the essay is about
— explain the question and
outline what the essay will
cover. ldentify the
topic/problem/issue to be
discussed.

Define key terms as needed.

At least 3 paragraphs

Each paragraph should discuss 1
point and should be structured as
follows:

Topic sentence — states point.

Provide examples and supporting
statements/evidence, supported
by references. Compare and
contrast.

Concluding sentence to lead into
next paragraph.

Restate the essay question/task.

Summarise the main points
previously discussed.

Do not add any new points.

Give your final point and if
relevant include a way forward or
recommendations.




