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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).



	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


As the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP, 2019) note, ‘safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility’. S130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWbA) 2014 places a ‘duty’ on relevant partners to report children ‘at risk’. Part 7 SSWbA 2014 defines a child at risk as ‘experiencing or at risk of experiencing abuse, neglect or harm, or has needs for care and support’ (SSWbA, 2014). The SSWbA, 2014 emphasises the need for voice and control of the individual (appropriate to article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), 1989), prevention and early intervention, well-being and co-production (Social Care Wales, 2022). WSP, 2019 reflects the SSWbA 2014 and ‘Working together to Safeguard People Guidance’. WSP, 2019 provides examples of harm including ‘physical abuse, emotional/psychological abuse, sexual abuse, financial abuse and neglect’.

If I had safeguarding concerns about a child, I will follow s130 of the SSWbA 2014 and refer into the Single Point of Contact Team of the Local Authority (LA) who then must consider, following a strategy discussion, whether to investigate risk of significant harm under s47 of the Children Act 1989. If concerns are validated, immediate intervention may be required; police have the right to remove a child to a place of safety for up to 72 hours under Police Protection (S.46 Children Act, 1989). A Child Protection (CP) Conference may be organised to consider whether the child’s name is placed on the CP Register where they are supported using a Care and Support Protection Plan, outlining actions to be completed, and who has the duties to achieve these outcomes to promote the child’s welfare. Alternatively, the LA may assess and support the child under the auspices of Care and Support (Part 3 and 4 SSWbA, 2014) or decide on no action.

Article 8 of the Human Rights Act 1998 stipulates the ‘right to respect for a private and family life’ and the UNCRC (1989) where children are afforded rights to be protected, and respected (articles 8 and 12). However, the safety and welfare of the child at risk of harm should be paramount. Consent to make a referral should be sought from the parents and where appropriate, the child involved, however if this is not safe, practitioners should clearly justify the reason not to obtain consent (WSP, 2019).

Practitioners need to share appropriate information in accordance with s.164 SSWbA 2014 and Information Sharing to Safeguard Children Guidance (Welsh Government, 2019) which states that the General Data Protection Regulation and Data Protection Act 2018 and Human Rights Act 1998 are not barriers to justify the sharing of information; ensuring personal and sensitive information about individuals is shared appropriately. This should promote intra and multi-disciplinary working and a co-productive relationship with the child at risk, their family and carer to ensure that they are alert to the concerns, and the response to support them (Welsh Government, 2022). 

When the SSWbA 2014 came into force, six Safeguarding Boards were established across Wales, to promote prevention and protection. Within the area I work, there is a Junior Safeguarding Board, where children and young people share any concerns, which is supported by individuals who sit on the Safeguarding Board (XXXX, 2022). Furthermore, it is mandatory for every professional in the LA to attend safeguarding training. 


Word count: 546 – needs to be 500 +/- 10%


















	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Having worked in both Children and Adult services, I have reflected upon the differences.  I will continue to follow the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019, which notably includes a section 6 ‘All Wales Practice Guides’ for children but not for adults. 

In April 2016, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (known as SSWbA, 2014) came into force with a legal outline to improve the well-being of people and/or carers in need of care and support. The principles of the SSWbA 2014 include giving a voice and control to individuals seeking to meet outcomes that help them achieve their well-being goals; prevention and early intervention to reduce crisis situations; measuring the success of the care and support in place for individuals and working with individuals to co-produce the delivery of the services (Social Care Wales, 2017). 

Part 7 of the SSWbA 2014 focuses on Safeguarding, providing definitions for adults and children ‘at risk’; the duty to inform relevant agencies of concerns; and a development of a National Safeguarding Board. S127 of the SSWbA 2014 allows relevant professionals to speak with an adult deemed at risk to gain their views on their situation and make an informed decision, if they have the capacity to do so (s20 SSWbA 2014).  Regarding consent, The Mental Capacity Act 2005 states that adults should be assumed to have capacity and have the right to make ‘unwise decisions’ unless assessed otherwise (SCIE, 2020).

The SSWbA 2014 defines an adult as anyone over the age of 18, Likewise, the Children Act 1989 states a child is anyone under the age of 18. However, the Mental Capacity Act 2005 notes that individuals over the age of 16 have capacity. Professionals may consider Gillick Competence (for wider decisions) or Fraser Guidelines (specifically for contraception and sexual health), which can be applied to determine whether a child has the maturity and understanding to make own decisions; balancing their wishes with the responsibility to keep them safe (NSPCC, 2022).

[bookmark: _GoBack]S44 of the Children Act 1989 states the Local Authority can apply to court to have an order for emergency protection, or the Police can use their power to remove and accommodate a child in the case of an emergency under s46 of the Children Act 1989. The Police however can use s136 of the Mental Health Act 1983 as an emergency power to remove a person who appears to be suffering from a mental disorder and may require immediate care or control in a public place to a place of safety. This includes places with open access; however, it does not include a private premises such as a home or hospital.

Word count 440
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