Critical source review
The ancient evidence of Pompeii including but not limited to; epigraphy, iconography, biographies, satires, and poems, make up the main frame work of my investigation into the effect that prostitution had on the Pompeian economy, whether directly or indirectly. The following essay is an analysis of the main sources which I have thus far used to form my argument, their strengths and weaknesses and the ways in which they are relevant to my dissertation.
The main archaeological evidence that I am using in my dissertation are the Latin inscriptions from around Pompeii which reference prostitutes and the physical evidence for brothel and inns which were most likely used by prostitutes for the facilitation of commercial sex. Defelice makes a case study of the buildings which scholarship agrees were either specifically built to be brothels or were used as such throughout the city.[footnoteRef:1] These buildings themselves present issues with such things as interpretation and identification of space and intent which can not always be agreed upon as accurate. However, they do on some level allow a classicist to see how potentially prolific prostitution was throughout the city. In some cases inscriptions are the only evidence which would persuade an archaeologist of the intended use of a building as the layout of the structure presents similarly to other buildings and the artwork can not always be relied upon to either be present after such time or to actually denote functionality. As Defelice argues, in the past, “the number of brothels in the city has been greatly exaggerated due to a number of uncritical assumptions”[footnoteRef:2]and some of the finest homes were wrongly labelled as brothels due to their sexually explicit wall paintings. In such cases we must be careful when dealing with ‘brothels’ and ‘inns’ which have been assigned significance to the profession of prostitution.  [1:  Defelice. 2001. pp.106-127.]  [2:  Defelice. 2001. p.100.] 

As previously mentioned, this dissertation makes use of the Pompeian Latin inscriptions and graffiti which are spread across the city. These are not only important to my research due to their content but they are also important according to their context. Most of the graffiti and inscriptions found around brothels are usually clustered in larger numbers and are, naturally, of a sexual nature. However, they were not limited to brothels and are of course found around other places in the city. Each inscription collated in CIL comes with its own issues, such as the credibility of the author. Being graffiti, they are amazing sources for viewing snapshots of history and the ‘everyday man’s” interaction with written language to express thought in a public manner. However, there is no way of verifying the information contained within some of the inscriptions and accurately and knowing that the author is not just participating in public defamation out of anger or for any other reason such as with CIL I. IV. V 2375.[footnoteRef:3] However, such graffiti as CIL IV 3935[footnoteRef:4] “Festus hic futuit cum (sic) sodalibus”[footnoteRef:5] and CIL IV 3938[footnoteRef:6] “Iarinus hic cum Atheto futuit”[footnoteRef:7] found in the context of a supposed brothel surrounded by other such inscriptions would strengthen the argument that indeed the building is a brothel which is experiencing good custom. [3:  Schöne, Zangemeister. 1871. CIL.3935. IV. V. 2375. An inscription featured below a drawing of a man with a large nose which reads “Amplicatus, I know that Icarus is buggering you.  Salvius wrote this.” (http://www.pompeiana.org/Resources/Ancient/Graffiti%20from%20Pompeii.htm. Brian Harvey translation) This is a personal reference to a woman engaging in sexual intercourse, the intention behind it is unknown however it can be understood to be malicious due to its context. However, it is not unique and therefore a perfect demonstration of the limitations of graffiti as sources of evidence for prostitution and evidence of sexually active women who may have been participating in commercial sex. ]  [4:  Schöne, Zangemeister. 1871. CIL. IV. 3935. ]  [5:  “Festus here fucked with his companions.”]  [6:  Schöne, Zangemeister. 1871. CIL.3935. IV. 3938.]  [7:  “Iarinus with Atheto fucked here.”] 

These types of evidence will allow my to map out an estimation of the brothels in Pompeii, the relative frequency with which they were visited and with some brothels even advertising the price for their services the amount of money the brothels made. Also with the knowledge of the taxation of prostitutes being worked out on the basis of a percentage of the cost of a sex act[footnoteRef:8], it is then possible to create a model for my investigation into prostitution’s direct economic contributions.      [8:  Suet. Cal. 40.] 

For literary evidence I will mostly use authors such as Suetonius who make references to prostitution as a taxed profession[footnoteRef:9] as it will allow me to ascertain the expected percentage of wage a prostitute was expected to pay and thus the professions contribution to the Pompeian economy. Also I will use authors such as Horace who make reference to ‘togate’ women[footnoteRef:10]. [9:  Suet. Cal. 40.]  [10:  Hor. S. 1.2.65.] 

As with all literary evidence there are issues with using these authors generally topic presentation and the partial distortion of reality for the purpose of the author’s personal intended outcome and each has its limitations. Suetonius, for example, is writing his account of Caligula well after his death, potentially still within living memory of some people however it depends mostly upon other accounts and therefore much of what he writes could potentially be misinformed. However, according to his account and its corroboration with other texts which also reference prostitution being taxed under Caligula, we can assume that the percentages which he makes reference to are accurate.
Similarly, works of authors such as Horace[footnoteRef:11], Juvenal[footnoteRef:12] and Martial[footnoteRef:13] who wrote poetry or satire or both with a specific focus on female sexuality and sexual activity can be scrutinized for their accuracy in representing real life. As these genre’s are often given more licence for creative hyperbole, we must be cautious of taking for a fact everything which is written. However, one thing which can be taken is, as previously mentioned, the references to women wearing togas[footnoteRef:14]. Here we must be wary as even Horace does not distinguish between a female adulterer and a prostitute, for according to other texts both wore short dyes togas. This is relevant to my analysis of the Pompeian economy and prostitutions contribution to it, however, as it allows me to see that within the textile industry there was a specific market for women who were selling sex. This definitively demonstrates  that there was a niche in the textile market exploited by prostitutes.[footnoteRef:15]It also shows, however, that women who committed adultery were viewed in a similar way to the women who were participating in commercial sex work and were dressed thusly. Therefore, I must be careful not to attribute every mention of a ‘togate’ woman to an actual sex worker.     [11:  Hor. S. 1.2.]  [12:  Juv. 2.]  [13:  Mart . 2.39, 6.64.4, 10.52.]  [14:  Hor. S. 1.2.65.]  [15:  We can not assume that all prostitutes wore dyed togas however it is a starting point for seeing the contribution on a market level that prostitution made to the economy, knowing the cost of certain dyes and materials. Another thing to consider is the fact the there were potentially more ‘finely’ attired prostitutes whose clothes and jewels would have cost considerably more. Cf. Antonio d’Ambrosio, women and beauty in Pompeii. This is relevant to the model that the dissertation is creating which works in conjunction with Jongman’s framework and specific Pompeian economic model based on the textile trade. (Jongman 1991.)] 

In summary, the main archaeological sources utilised so far mostly consist of the Latin inscriptions of Pompeii (CIL IV) and the actual buildings themselves. Although literary evidence does offer support the main sources that have previously do not supersede the archaeological evidence of this dissertation, they serve more of a secondary purpose confirming rather than innovating the ideas and themes of this dissertation. 
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