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I was originally placed in a group with Josh, Sophie, Chloe and Gaynor to create a business plan. When we were in class at university our tutor Julia was going over what needed to be included in our business plan and said that we needed to meet up as a group to do the plan. The five of us met up once and decided who oversaw what part of the business plan. Four out of five of us did our parts on our own for the business plan.  
When it came to be presenting our business plan a part of the plan was blank because Sophie hadn’t done her part and didn’t show up to present it. My group didn’t meet up enough either to present the business plan correctly and that showed in our assessment. When it came to be presenting our business plan none of us knew when we were supposed to speak, and which part of the plan was ours. The first time around, Josh wrote the whole business plan out, so it was only him that knew what was in the business plan. 
We then had a chance to go away and do the business plan again and this time around Sophie wasn’t in our group. The four that were in my group met up four times during the week and went through each part of the business plan together. We all shared our ideas and researched different things to add to the plan. We met up in my house and put the business plan together and made sure that we covered every question. The four of us made our own notes on the business plan and were prepared enough to present our plan to our tutor. 
The four of us met up at the university where we set up our laptops to present our business plan. We each took our turn in presenting a part of the business plan to Julia and got it done. The second time around we did well and passed the presentation. We worked as a team and used our communication skills to come up with a business pan.
I used my research skills to look on the internet about businesses and the cost it would be to set up a business. That included the cost to rent the plot, the equipment to start etc. I used my communication skills to communicate my ideas and research to my group members. I used my team working skills to contribute my part during the presentation. I also used my presentation skills when it came to me presenting the business plan to my tutor. 
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When I was in class and Julia was going through what was expected to be done for the business plan, I felt worried that I wouldn’t be able to do the work. I also felt nervous at the fact that I had to present the business plan even though it was a group presentation. I was thinking that everyone else in my group was going to do better than me which was worrying me. The first time around I was panicking because I thought that I was going to have to do Sophies part as well as my own part. 
When it came to the day of presenting the business plan the first time around, I was nervous about doing it. I think that was because I knew I hadn’t done much work and research for the business plan. When we were told that we needed to do our business plan again because ours was wrong I did panic because I thought none of us knew what to do. 
When the four of us met up at my house the second time I felt more relaxed because we were all there going through each part bit by bit making sure we all understood what we were doing. I felt that by us all meeting up that week it paid off when we did present our business plan. We were all much more relaxed presenting the plan the second time around because we all knew what was in the plan and knew what we needed to speak about. I was relieved when the presentation was over and proud of myself for doing it. I felt that it gave me a confidence boost. I feel as if we did not plan well enough and we did not time anything well enough.
I felt that my group working skills were improving as time was going along because I got more confident sharing my ideas to the other group members. It also improved my communication skills and my self-confidence. It was putting me as ease when my other group members were giving me feedback on my research and the ideas I was sharing with them.
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The good about the experience was that I could see how hard it is to set up your own business. I think that us not meeting up to go over our business plan was a bad experience and the first time presenting the plan was a bad experience for me. I think that us meeting up the second time around was a good experience because we could all discuss what it would be like to run our own business and asking each other if we would do it in the future. The first time around the whole thing was a bad experience because none of us met up and only certain member of the group were doing the work. 
The second time around was a good experience because we all did parts of the pan and were at ease when we were presenting the plan. I found that presenting the pan was a good experience because it gave me confidence. I found it good that my group all got along which made it easier to get the plan done. It was good that we were all able to agree a time and place to meet up to do the work. I enjoyed doing it the second time around because I could see everything that needs to be done in order to set up a business. Another bad thing about the experience is that we did not time anything well and left everything until last minute which led to me stressing about the work. 
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After reflecting I can see that in order to do the business plan correctly the first time round the whole group needs to pull their weight and meet up. The whole group needs to meet straight way to arrange who oversees what part of the plan. I can see that more work needs to be put into what I did to get a higher mark. 
After reflecting I can understand what the module was all about. It was for us to understand what needs to be done in order to create and manage a business. Doing this module has benefited my research and presentation skills. It has benefited my research skills because I had to research quite a lot to create the business plan. It had benefited my presentation skills because I had to present my business plan twice with my group and it ha given me confidence. 
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I could have started researching as soon as we started the module to give myself more time to do the plan. I could have arranged for my group to meet up more often to go over the business plan. Also, I could have attended the residential weekend to understand more about what is expected in the business plan. I could have encouraged my group to do more research on our plan so that we could all be comfortable presenting it. I think I could have participated more to group discussions and asked my tutor more questions on parts I didn’t understand. 
After reflecting I can see that I could have written more notes on my parts of the plan. This would have allowed me to speak more than I did about the plan. I could have done more research on the area that we did our business plan on to see how the business would benefit in that area and how many people live there etc. 
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If it arose again, I would make sure that I do enough research on the business and make sure I plan for my group to meet up regularly. I would make sure I go to the residential weekend, so I understand more about what needs to be done. I would make a lot of notes so I could spend less time trying to find out what needs to be done. I would start doing research as soon as we start the module, so it gives me more time to practise what I am going to say in the presentation.
 I would do research into the village that we chose to find out things about the village and why it would benefit to have our business there. I would make sure I plan my workload, communicate more with my group and work more as a team. This will make me feel more relaxed and not stressed when it comes to present the plan. 
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