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AIMS
· To provide students with an opportunity to bring together theories and concepts developed in previous modules in order to investigate in some depth a topic of their choice within their subject area through independent research with guidance from a supervisor. 
· To develop students’ research skills and ability through a guided programme of independent research. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate: 
 an ability to apply appropriate research methods and tools to pursue the chosen line of research; 
 an ability to identify and engage critically with appropriate primary and secondary resources; 
 an ability to develop a clear line of argumentation and analysis on the basis of new research and existing scholarship. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT 
Students have the opportunity to undertake a research project on a topic of their own choice in consultation with the Programme Director. Students are required to submit a proposal on the basis of which they will be assigned to an appropriate supervisor. The supervisor will advise on the viability of the proposed topic, the availability of the necessary resources for the proposed research, and the relevance of the chosen topic to the degree programme. Students will be expected to consult with their supervisor at agreed times, in order to note progress and seek advice on specific aspects of their research.
LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY 
Tutorials and webinars may be used in order to support discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned as well as enabling students to pursue their own questions. Student chatrooms and webinars enable students to explore aspects of their research and enable clarification where confusion might have arisen. In addition, tutorial support is available through email or skype conference with module tutors and the Programme Director. 
Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor. Much of this is included in the material contained in each Unit, though further guidance is available from module tutors and programme directors through email or skype conference. 
Allocation of teaching to deliver the module are: 
	Activity type 
	Hours 
	Percentage 

	Supervision* 
	8 
	4% 

	Independent learning 
	192 
	96% 

	Placement learning 
	
	

	TOTAL 
	200 
	100% 


*Supervision can include preliminary work in identifying a topic, group seminars which do not exceed 30 hours and individual tutorials which do not exceed 20 hours. 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment Component 1 – 20% 
1000 word Proposal for Independent Project 
Assessment Component 2 – 80% 
5000 word Independent Project. 
Assessment Summary 
	Activity type 
	Percentage 

	Written 
	

	Coursework 
	100% 

	Practical 
	

	TOTAL 
	100% 
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