[bookmark: _GoBack]Critically analyse the ancient evidence for Spartacus’ life.

When looking at the story of Spartacus and the events of the 3rd Servile War, it is up to debate as to whether or not the Spartacus we hear of in the ancient accounts did in fact exist or was just a work of fiction at the time. With the lack of evidence, we have on Spartacus, modern scholars have to utilise many different ancient sources to create their own interpretation of who Spartacus was and what he was like.
A common fact stated by multiple authors, as well as ancient sources, is that Spartacus was of Thracian birth, and later was sold to become a gladiator. [footnoteRef:28823] Another aspect which seems to be conveyed through most sources is that Spartacus, to become a gladiator, was taken to a gladiator training school in Capua in 73BC. [footnoteRef:16196]  However, when it comes to ancient sources, such as Appian and Plutarch, Spartacus’ original origins are different. [28823:  Robert. J. W. (2005) The Oxford Dictionary of the Classical World. P. 722.]  [16196:   Robert. J. W. (2005) The Oxford Dictionary of the Classical World. P. 722.] 

According to Appian, Spartacus was once a “soldier with the Romans”[footnoteRef:29126], while Plutarch, who Appian had originally studied to gain his own interpretation, states that he had been taken to Rome where he was then sold. [footnoteRef:31918] This unknowing background of where in fact Spartacus originated from, in terms of what his life had been before becoming a gladiator, may suggest that perhaps he was just a character who had been created to become the face of the slave revolt. [29126:  App. BC. 1.14.]  [31918:  Plut. Crass. 8.3.] 

Plutarch seems to add extra details Spartacus’ background before being sold, such as the type of man he was, as well as some relations. He describes Spartacus as being stong and clever, as well as holding “great courage”. [footnoteRef:20884] He also goes on to mention that Spartacus has a wife “who was of the same tribe” [footnoteRef:7951], however, she remains unnamed and is not mentioned in other sources including modern scholarship.  [20884:  Plut. Crass. 8.2.]  [7951:  Plut. Crass. 8.3.] 

Another detail that is mentioned the number of slaves which had escaped and started the revolt. This number is different in some accounts, but the total of slaves in the army itself is generally detailed between 70,000 and 120,000. [footnoteRef:18714] One other number which seems fairly accurate is the number of slaves that escaped from the gladiatorial school. Appian states that only around 70 escaped from the training grounds, all lead by Spartacus. [footnoteRef:17243] Plutarch on the other hand gives more specific details as to the number of slaves which planned and actually escaped; 200 gladiators had originally planned to escape, while only 78 did in fact escape. [footnoteRef:30235] Barry Baldwin references Plutarch’s estimated number when detailing the account in his own works, also going on to state that Plutarch was the only person who also gave a rough number as to how many wanted to escape. [footnoteRef:2993] [18714:   Robert. J. W. (2005) The Oxford Dictionary of the Classical World. P. 722.]  [17243:  App. BC. 1.14.]  [30235:  Plut. Crass. 8.3.]  [2993:   Baldwin. B. (1967) The Classical Journal. Vol. 62. No. 7. p. 290.] 

Most sources and modern scholars seem to agree that Spartacus had been the leader of the revolt from the very beginning, as stated by Appian who says that Spartacus had “persuaded” the, in his account, 70 gladiators to riot and escape the training grounds. [footnoteRef:27266] Plutarch on the other hand states on his account that Spartacus, rather than being the original leader from the beginning, was later voted to be one of three leaders after the gladiators escaped. [footnoteRef:18656] [27266:  App. BC. 1.14.]  [18656:  Plut. Crass. 8.2.] 

It could be suggested that due to the differences of these two ancient sources, Spartacus might have just been a character forged by a storyteller or roman politicians. It could also be theorised that perhaps Spartacus was just a name given to the leader of the slave revolt by the slaves themselves. Due to the little information we have on him, it can be suggested that perhaps not every slave knew exactly who was leading them. Perhaps as the army grew in numbers, the number of slaves who knew who was in charge started to lessen. However, there is no information to state either way.
When looking at how ancient sources describe Spartacus when in battle, Plutarch and Appian both seem to depict him as physically strong, clever and brutal when it came to defeating Roman legions which were sent to defeat his own army. Appian states that Spartacus “killed all his prisoners” and later crucifies a Roman to show his own people what may happen to them if they are beaten. [footnoteRef:27109] [27109:  App. BC. 1.14.] 

Plutarch on the other hand decides to show that Spartacus may not have been as commanding and in charge of his troops as others believe and depict him as. Spartacus is usually depicted as level headed compared to his fellow men, and Plutarch plays on this. He, after Spartacus’ men defeat one of Crassus’ legions, depicts Spartacus as having been overrun, and his followers no longer wishing to avoid any more battles due to the win they had just achieved. [footnoteRef:18117] [18117:  Plut. Crass. 11. 5.] 

As a whole, it is difficult to say if Spartacus was real, or if he was not. With all the inconsistencies in the ancient sources, it is hard for a modern scholar to fully depict Spartacus truly looked like, what his personality was and how he acted during the 3rd Servile War. With the evidence presented, it can be suggested that perhaps, with the differences in the sources as well as the lack of background given to Spartacus, that the name may have just been a character. This does not mean to suggest that Spartacus was not real, but perhaps there was a Thracian gladiator who led the Servile War but was not named Spartacus. The character may have been created for Roman Politicians, such as Crassus and Pompey, to be compared with each other.
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