[bookmark: _GoBack]This assignment is going to look reflect on a microteach that I presented to my PCET group. I am going to look at how I planned the work, my feelings before and after the microteaching session, the evaluation I received and any action plans to change things for a next session. 
Having been educated in the 1970’s and 1980’s there was very little technological resources being used. Slowly technology was introduced but nothing compared to today's education establishments. Looking back to my school years I believe the items teachers used such as a chalkboard, videorecorders and overhead projectors were then the modern equipment of the time compared to my parent’s education. However, towards the end of my education there were large, slow and bulky computers that were introduced to my secondary school. Using these also involved a sharing task where everyone was keen for 'their turn' due to only having five computers in the new computer lab.   Compare those days to the technology that is used now in teaching, we had a very simple classroom and you may question how did we learn?  Looking back, we did learn, and I suppose the teachers of that time had to get use to the new equipment that was being introduce, for some maybe a big ask. Having returned to higher education like a large proportion of British adults (Jarvis. P: 33) I was faced with a different classroom layout and the introduction of different technology within that room.  Today technology within classrooms has changed immensely. Classrooms are just rooms now if they are not filled with interactive screens, computers, internet access and docking stations that groups of computers can become one system so a class can work together. Having returned to higher education I am tasked in using these items not only for day to day work but also involving them in my teaching session. 

In December 2018 I presented to my fellow students on my PCET course my microteach session on a basic understanding on the role of an Appropriate Adult within the Criminal Justice System (CJS). The subject has a wide range of information including law elements and the knowledge of what can and can’t be done in this role whilst in police custody. In my planning I needed to decide what I thought the learners would understand as some elements are very in-depth including explain the law side of the role. I decided to keep the topic as a basic understanding.  
Looking at Gibbs cycle nature of the reflection process in teaching (Gibbs 1988) I am going to use this to support this assignment and my reflection on the delivery of the microteaching. In my planning on the topic I started with describing how the role become within the CJS due to the introduction of The Police and Criminal Justice Act 1984 (Home Office, 1984). This was due to the amount of miscarriages of justice that was happening within police forces throughout the UK. The role ensures that children, young people and vulnerable adults are when under police custody are supported and understand the process of what is happening to then and what is going to happen in the process. It also ensures that the police are fair to all those who are detained and that rules and regulations as set by PACE are not broken or twisted by the police and CJS system. Their intention is to safeguard, reduce the number of miscarriages of justice and to ensure that there are no unsafe or unjust convictions (NAAN, 2014).  My presentation consisted of a power point presentation with 10 slides, a Kahoot quiz to ensure learners had understood the microteach session, and a short You Tube video. I also offered throughout the session opportunities to be asked any questions to confirm learners understanding of the subject or to clear up any confusion. I felt that the presentation went well and was delivered to 10 learners. There were no issues such as technical or learner problems. I did plan to show a second You Tube short video however, due to running over my allocated time I decided not to show. In reflection this video would be used and shown to students if there had been a second microteaching session on the topic. Again, if there was a second session the video would have been a great opportunity to use as a reminder or a refresher of the role of an Appropriate Adult for the learners. 

I felt confident and happy with my presentation and talking in front of my fellow students before the delivery of the microteach. I did reflect that some students may not understand some of the criminal terminology such as the Police and Criminal Evidence (PACE) Act and that I would have to spend some time on this, but most students understood that it was a law used within the UK. Due to previous issues with other students’ microteach delivery where they faced some technological issues, I did think that this could also happen to me. However, the whole programme worked, and I was able to deliver the full presentation as
 planned. After the presentation I felt confident that learners understood the role and requirements needed. This was the first time for me to use any technical quiz in any lesson and I was unsure before planning on what was available to me that I could use. During this session I used Kahoot quiz webpage where I designed a short quiz from the information I delivered. On reflection I will need to improved my understanding on using different technology in delivery of lessons in the future and will need to understand and learn on what technology support, websites and quiz’s that there is out there in our technological world. 

The feedback from the learners was very positive and they reported that they enjoyed the session and that they had understood the role. For some learners they were not aware of the Appropriate Adult role and so by delivering this microteach it has enabled me to not only inform learners of such roles with the criminal justice system but also educate learners to appreciate a role that usually goes unnoticed as it happens in custody and not in public view or sometimes not in public interest. 
I don’t feel that there was anything bad about the experience other that not having a full class. This could be due to being the last day of term and others having completed their microteach in previous weeks. I felt quite confident and relaxed during the delivery and happy at the end. 

As part of this microteach I was required to use at least two technological teaching resources within the delivery and to reflect on that technology and consider if it enhanced the learning process? What is mean by reflection is that it is a way of teacher professional development (Hoffman -Kipp, P. et al, 2003). Reflection is about developing subject matter, teaching it and developing knowledge and on how to teach (Hoffman-Kipp, P. et al, 2003). Reflection might expose some awkward realities, but we must believe that we can change and improve (Sullivan, B. et al 2016).

Technology is now used in our everyday activities and for some individuals it is a difficult concept. Many people think that young people are too engrossed in technology that it takes over lives, so much so that communication and reading is being affected however, it is a source that is required in our lives. This can be seen by as commented by Halsey, S:
“We cannot bury our heads in the sand and try to ignore technology; likewise, we cannot sit passively while technology transforms literacy. We must embrace technology and envision new ways of using emerging technologies in our classrooms”. (Halsey, S. 2007: 99).
Therefore, according to Keeley-Brown (2007, P 6.) for students looking to qualify as teachers they must show evidence that they are more than able to use technology in their teaching delivery. So much is need for technology in learning that the Government identifies this in their E-strategy for Education where the strategy focuses on improving the use of technology in and across the education system (Department of Education & Skills, 2005).
But does technology enhance teaching or is it a problem within the classroom for both student and teacher? As Yeung, A et al (2012) cited for teachers today, there are expected to use modern digital technology (DT) to optimise pedagogical effects, whether they like it or not. But do teachers really feel that technology should be part of the teaching experience? Britland, M. (2013) states that in the years of being in the teaching profession, technology has altered teaching almost beyond all recognition. He states that the teaching role has changed from teacher to that of facilitator of learning. We need students to engage with our subjects and to further their knowledge and understanding of that subject. Technology helps this by allowing students the freedom to discover subjects in the confinement of a classroom (Britland, M. 2013).
Some teachers are also against or in some cases afraid to use technology in their lessons and this can be for various reasons. Gurney-Read, J. (2015) writes that nearly half of teachers do not use technology in their classrooms due to lack of training or are unsure how to integrate it in the curriculum. These teachers admit that when technology is used correctly students’ results are improved. The problem is the lack of support for teachers to improve their knowledge and use of technology within the classroom.  In 2015, there was £623 million invested in classroom technology (Innova, 2016). If teachers are unsure how to use this equipment, then you must ask if it is locked away and teachers relying on traditional
methods of teaching? The then Secretary of State for Education Nicky Morgan stated the importance of providing technology to schools (Innova, 2015) but to support this, teachers much also have the training to support the technology.  
As for all learner’s technology plays and important part of their studies, school life and all-round education. Technology is everywhere entwined in our lives therefore through education and using it gives life skills and knowledge that will be needed when learners move into employment. This opportunity I wish I had in school instead of the common dictation from teachers or told to copy from books. Both students and schools should embrace technology for various reasons including learning the way in which to use technology but also how to use it in a safe and correct way. Technology is effective the way in which to engage students of different learning styles especially social, aural and kinaesthetic learners as these learners might engage better with technology rather than the traditional learning resources but, technology helps all types of students to stay focused in lessons. Learners also engage with fellow learners and teachers in a different way than traditional classroom learning again gaining life skills like team work, collaboration and supporting others in the class. Teachers’ roles also become something different as learners are encouraged to seek their own information rather than being told what to learn – teachers become coaches. Information for learners is more up to date and quicker than traditional books and therefore transforms the learning experience. Lee Parkinson (2015, quoted in Nield, 2015) states that gadgets should only be used to “go beyond what can be done on paper”. He also states that “when technology is used to its potential and with purpose in the classroom, it can provide children with a range of skills that I feel that would benefit them in the world that they are growing up into”. In the same article Nield, (2015) also talks about author Jim Taylor (2015) who states that technology in the classroom should be a tool and not an approach to education. However, he also states that technology is giving them certain skills, but they are not learning the emotional and social skills which is important for life. 

On conclusion on the microteach is that I enjoyed the delivery of the presentation. There were slight nerves but once I stood up and started, they disappeared. It was great to see 
that within the room that most of the learners had not heard of the Appropriate Adult role. Having worked in this environment I am very aware that little is unheard of it. Unlike TV dramas of police and investigations which invade our tv’s this role is one that very little is advertised. I think that this is due it being the unsexy role that happens behind closed doors with little interest but without it so much cannot happen. I must reflect that the topic may have been slightly too much when I talked about the Police and Criminal Evidence Act which brought the role of AA’s to the system. I did feel though that I explained in lay man terms the role which did not used criminal terminology and I felt that due to this the learners found it easier to understand the role. My confidence in using different technology I understand that I need to review my knowledge and understand more in what is available in our digital world. My knowledge of different interactive websites is not as I thought it was compared to other learners on the PCET course. I believe that the technology used in my microteach enhanced the learning and that was reinforced via the quiz. 
To review technology is needed within learning and it is not going anywhere, if anything it’s use will increase due to demand and the way learners will engage with technology better than the traditional way of learning. Britland, M (2013) believes that the best teachers are those who embraces the use of technology. He states that most leaners have the power in their pockets ‘the dreaded mobile phone’. And by allowing ‘students to unholster these weapons is a liberating experience for both teacher and student’.  He also states that doing something new through technology can ‘open up a cave of treasures’ which can lead students anywhere (Britland, M 2013). 
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