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Briefing paper 

The United Nations Conventions on the rights of the child (UNCRC) is an international program which protects the human rights of children up to the age of 18. The UNCRC not only protects for basic needs but all other aspects of each child’s life, regardless of race, religion, or ability. 

Article 18 – Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their children, and should always consider what is best for each child. Governments should help parents by providing services to support them, especially if both parents work. 

· Gov.Wales suggests that the Welsh government is committed to ensure that all staff receive a range of training to development their knowledge and understanding, by doing this staff are able to help not only the children but parents also. 
· There is a verity of training courses available for practitioners, there is online training and face to face. Expert training is available for specific training for staff of certain fields, children’s rights scheme (2014) 
· Gov.Wales states that staff have the responsibility to apply a common-sense approach when observing children and making decisions regarding their needs. this is so that children receive the correct support they may need. 
· After school clubs are provided for children to get extra activities but they can also benefit working parents who may not be able to collect their children when they finish their school day. 
· if a child only lives with one parent, the other parent should still be involved in bringing up the child if necessary. A parent should not be neglected by if both parties are able to be civil, for example if possible both parents should attend their child’s parents evening. (Cypcs.org.uk) 

Article 23 – Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so that they can lead full and independent lives. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· The welsh government works to ensure that staff are specially trained to be able to provide the correct care and support for each child who requires it, (gov.wales.org).
· People should not treat children differently because of their disabilities, staff should make awareness and teach children that not everyone is the same (cypcs.org.uk)
· Children should not be prevented from taking part in activities, staff should adapt activities so that everyone can be included. (cypcs.org.uk)  
· It is important that staff recognise the needs of a child and the correct support is put in place to ensure that the child can lead a full and independent life (Csie.org.uk)
· NHS wales suggests relevant assessments should be completed when a transition from a child to and adult is happening to ensure the correct support is maintained. 
· Parents can receive extra money allowance to ensure that their child has all that they need, when a child reaches 16 they then have the choice to apply for personal impendence payment, (NHS.UK) 


Article 28 – Children have a right to an education. Discipline in schools should respect children’s human dignity. Primary education should be free. Wealthy countries should help poorer countries achieve this.  

· All children have a child to an education, regardless of gender, race or disability. 
· Children have the right to both primary and secondary education, they should be allowed to choose different topics in secondary schools. Schools should work towards having different subjects to cater for all children. Subjects should be accessible to all children, and adaptions should be made to meet the needs of a child if required, (cypcs.org). 
· Staff have a responsibility to ensure that the education they provide is at a high standard at all times.
· Staff should believe in their pupils and push them to do the best they can. 

Article 31 – All children have a right to relax, play and to join in a wide range of activates. 

· Learning.Gov.Wales suggests that play is an essential aspect in the curriculum. Staff must ensure that they provide a wide range of activities and toys for children to enjoy. They should take time to find out the children’s interests and implement them into the class room. 
· Play is important as it is a way of learning for children, they able to develop language skills, their emotions and creativity, social and intellectual skills all through play (earlyearsmatters) 
· It is important that children are able to relax and rewind because it is just as good for their mental health as it is for parents. Children with additional learning needs for example autism, tend to find socialising difficult. An area in the school should be available for children with additional learning needs where they can go to and relax and unwind (Austim.org). 
· Free play is very important and recognised by the Welsh government because it gives children the opportunity to use their creativity and imagination skills. It helps building children’s personality and confidence, free play allows children to test their abilities and see what they can achieve on their own (welsh assembly) 
· It is through play that children start to see the world around them. 
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