Knife crime isn’t a term that has been made by government, but it is a term that the media have created and adopted to report on news of stabbings in the United Kingdom, (CoP, 2019). Due to this many members of the public believe that knife crime means the stabbing of a person, but this isn’t the case. For an individual to commit a knife crime it can be committed in a number of ways like; carrying a knife, threatening someone with a knife, murder using a knife, attempting to buy a knife or burglary/robbery where a knife is carried, (CoP, 2019). Therefore this can be seen as the media manipulating the term to cause a moral panic around the words ‘knife crime’.

According to Ford and Grimshaw, (2018), knife crime last peaked in 2008 in England and Wales, but it has remained at a high number ever since with slight declines and inclines. They then explain that the knife crime that is committed the most is assault, which was responsible for 46% of knife crime. Robbery was the next highest percentage with 43%. Although there is only 3% difference between these two crimes, the media report on the stabbings more, rather than the robbery and also use the term ‘knife crime’ when reporting about stabbing, but do not use the term when reporting on robbery, they simply use the term ‘robbery’, again this could be to create a moral panic within the public, but it could also be a strategy to gain the attention of the reader. This would sell more newspapers, and attract more clicks online, therefore gaining more revenue for the media companies.

The remaining 11% is made from a combination of the other knife crimes listed above, (Ford and Grimshaw, 2018). 

Knife crime in the United Kingdom has become more apparent in recent years, and much of the time the individuals who seem to be involved are young people and people of ethnic minorities, (Eades, et al, 2012). This dissertation will be focussing on whether this is actually true, and if knife crime is as bad as the media make it to be, or if they are creating a moral panic within the public in the United Kingdom.

Over the last 50 years moral panic is a word that has become more apparent. Stan Cohen introduced the term in his work in regards to youth and crime. Since this the media have used it to blow up crimes to create more revenue for the papers and in turn create a moral panic. This can be within a community, county, country, continent or worldwide, (Marsh and Melvin, 2011).

Oxford dictionary, (2020) defines a moral panic as, ‘an instance of public anxiety or alarm in response to a problem regarded as threatening the moral standards of society’.

In Cohen’s book, ‘Folk Devils and More Panics’, (1973), he identifies five stages to create a moral panic. These stages are; 

1 – Identifying an issue in a community, where it is not the norm. Stage 2 follows quickly after this.

2 – This is where the media creates a term or a symbol that everyone can easily recognise.
3 – The portrayal of the name or symbol identified in stage 2 is negative. For example, linking the name or symbol to pain or death.

4 – This is when the authorities responds to the panic, as the of concern from the public rapidly grows and look to the authorities for guidance and leadership.

5 – The final stage is when society changes their day to day life and routine as a result from the guidance or leadership from the authorities.

A moral panic is usually something that in unlikely to happen to them or anyone they know, but as a result from the media pressure it is blown out of proportion and gets nationwide coverage and panic, as Cohen’s (1973), theory shows. 

Much of the time the panic created by the media is to make money for the company by selling newspapers or getting clicks online. Some cases of moral panic created by the media are; youths wearing hoodies, Mass shootings, HIV/AIDS and Islamic extremism.

It is interesting to see how many cases there are of moral panic. This dissertation will try and see if knife crime is seriously a huge issue in the United Kingdom, or if there is an element of moral panic in regards to it.

The title of this dissertation is ‘Knife crime in young people and ethnic minorities, is it that bad?’. The aims of this dissertation is to gain further understand and knowledge of knife crime and to see if ethnic minority groups and young people commit more knife than other members of society.  To do this, the methods of research used will be questionnaires, surveys and interviews. Due to Covid-19 and the safety measures in place mean that all the methods will need to be conducted online, rather than in person. Independent online research from credible sources such as academic texts, reports, online resources will also be used to gather information of figures and news regarding knife crime. As media is a big part of the dissertation in regards to creating morale panics, news articles will be used to research this area of the topic. All research will be conducted in a safe manner, and will be adhering to the guidelines set out by the government.

The public perception seems to be scared of knife crime in the United Kingdom and this dissertation is going to see if this statement is really true. Whilst doing this, looking into whether the media are selling knife crime as a publicity stunt to create more revenue, and creating a panic, and in turn creating more of an issue surrounding knife crime.
All of the individuals used in this dissertation will be over the age of 18. There will be around 30 participants in the research project, therefore making it a good number to gather information from to conduct a fair assessment of the topic.

There may be a couple of ethical issues for the participants in the dissertation such as emotional distress or risk to personal data. These issues will be mitigated by; explaining what the dissertation is to avoid distress for the participant, therefore if they do not wish to participate they can say so, and therefore avoid distress. Details of the participant will be up to the individual, therefore if they wish to remain anonymous and not give personal data then this will be fine. If an individual gives data such as an email or phone number, this will be destroyed once the task is completed.

This subject is an important issue in society as many people seem to be scared and worried about knife crime. Many people feel scared to leave their homes at times due to knife crime, but is this something that many people are scared about or is it more specific to big cities in the United Kingdom, such as London, Birmingham and Manchester?, (Parker, 2018). As outlined previously, hoodies have been given a label of criminal activity. Hoodies are worn everyday by people of every ages around the globe, but as a result of moral panic created by the media people in society are worried when an individual wears a hoody around their community, this in turn gives people a bad reputation and if an individual becomes labelled then they are likely to act up to this label as explained by Edwin Lemert in 1912 and Howard Becker in 1928, regarding labelling theory. It’s also reported in the media that many individuals committing knife crime are young people from ethnic minorities, and this has created a negative stigma regarding these individuals. Through the research in this dissertation it will be interesting to see if individuals have the same perception or not. If not then it will be interesting to see how this perception has been created, and if the roots have been created via a moral panic from the media.

SMART objectives will be used throughout this dissertation.

In 1981 George T. Doran wrote SMART objectives, these were designed to manage organisations, but they are also applicable to help with academic writing. To complete the aims above and a successful dissertation SMART objectives will be used. SMART objectives are a principle to help with time management and prioritising work, whilst also keeping motivation and focus, (Doran, 1981), in what will be a difficult and long piece of work.

S – Specific, the final outcome of the dissertation needs to be specific and not general, therefore the focus of the dissertation will be looking at knife crime in young people and ethnic minorities, and looking at if the media create a morale panic regarding these groups of people in the United Kingdom. This is a specific area to be researching rather than looking at knife crime in general.

M – Measurable, measurable is how a specific area of the dissertation is measured and deemed to be reached. For example, if there is definite answer from questionnaires/surveys regarding an area of the dissertation then, this can be measured and if the aim has been answered the it is completed. This means that the measurable part of SMART objectives has helped to measure the success of that area of research. This area would be outlined in the Specific part of SMART objectives. Therefore creating a ripple effect to help gain the outcome needed to complete a specific aim and in turn completing a successful dissertation.


A – Achievable, the goal for the dissertation needs to be achievable. This means that the target for the dissertation isn’t too high, but at the same time not too low for it to be completed easily. Knife crime in ethnic minorities and young people has its specific aims, all of which seem to be achievable. It will not become clear if the aims are achievable until the dissertation is in full flow, and many hours of research has been undertaken. 

R – Realistic, the target of the dissertation needs to be realistic, for example, if the dissertation was titled ‘how can knife crime be stopped completely?’, then this target would not be realistic, as knife crime will be a thing for a number of years, likely forever. Therefore setting aims and objectives that are realistic and achievable is important for a successful project.

T – Time, this is an important aspect of the SMART objectives as everything that has been outlined above need to be completed on time. Deadlines are set and it is important to meet these deadlines, therefore time management is crucial. If deadlines aren’t met then the rest of the SMART objectives has gone to waste, and in turn the dissertation would not meet the required standard, and therefore not successful. The dissertation needs to be completed by January 27th so it is important to prioritise work and meet deadlines to be successful.

Looking into this topic will be very interesting as there is much to learn, research and investigate into. Knife crime has been a well reported crime for a number of years, and looking into this topic further will hopefully answer some difficult questions regarding it. Although getting answers to these questions are the aims of the dissertation, it may ask more questions, therefore having an open mind and an openness to change will be important going forward with this topic, as more questions that haven’t been thought about may need answering to have a successful outcome, and a successful dissertation. 
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