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[bookmark: _Toc56707500][bookmark: _Toc56707958]Introduction
The Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is defined as a system that has a collection of study materials that is delivered to students through the internet. The system has online assessments, online classes, study materials etc. this report will be focused on the aims and objective of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), the literature review of the topic will also be discussed along with that the methodology of the topic will broadly be discussed. With the help of a survey, clear data analysis will be done; both the primary as well as secondary data analysis will be done and discussed this report. Recommendations will also be given for the VLE  in this report.


[bookmark: _Toc56707501][bookmark: _Toc56707959]Rationale
In the last few years, the process of teaching, as well as learning, has changed a lot. Education has moved from monotonous classroom to online applications through phones and computers. It often provides a bunch of tools used for the assessments. Moodle is a popular virtual learning amongst all the learning applications that are growing very fast in the market. Since the spread of the pandemic COVID19 has impacted the whole world, the education system is now totally dependent on the online education system or on the Visual Learning Environment (VLE). The main criteria to get a good education are having good resources of education which is totally available in the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). The VLE can also be defined as a system used for the management of education (Gallacher 2015).


[bookmark: _Toc56707502][bookmark: _Toc56707960]Aims and Objectives
Aims
To understand the importance of Virtual Learning Environment amongst the students
Objectives
1) To find out the strategies that have an impact on VLEs.
2)  To search for the benefits of the impact on VLEs.
3) To find out the challenges of the impact on VLEs (McAvinia 2016).


Questionnaire
1) Do you think Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) has a positive impact on the student?
Yes
No
Maybe
2) Do you think online meetings of students have a negative impact on Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)?
Yes
No
Maybe
3) What is the main challenge a student may face in Virtual Learning Environment?
Digital illiteracy
Technical issues
Lack of learning environment
4) Is there any negative impact of VLEs on the student? If yes, then explain.
5) What are the benefits of VLE on students?

[bookmark: _Toc56707503][bookmark: _Toc56707961]Literature Review
The strategies which can impact the VLE are
1) The student, may use colour codes to point out the important notes, texts, books, points, etc.  it will help the student to find out the marked areas easily
2) to have a piece of good knowledge about the topic or the student can go through the images or diagrams provided, this helps to keep the points read in mind for a longer period of time.
3) The student should communicate with the tutor and ask for the problems clearly to understand the problem.
4) If possible, a group study can be conducted with other students which will help them to make their learning easier and gather a lot more information.
5) The students should keep the parents informed about their education and academics
There are few benefits of Virtual Learning Classrooms-
1) The initial benefit to the virtual learning environment is that many students are shy to speak in the classrooms but feels much better for interacting in the virtual classes. They overcome the shyness that others are watching them.
2) The mobility issue is also not a big factor for the students with the virtual learning they can access with the internet connection anywhere they want from and start their studies from there.
3) Another benefit of visual learning environment is that they can have group studies with the system and share their ideas from different places.
4) There is no need to do travel which is very expensive. The system is much cost controlled. This will cut off all the extra costs, and only the cost of internet access is to be paid. 
5) The virtual classes help the students to know the world better, know different culture and different backgrounds.
6) Using virtual learning environment improves the skills of computer literacy, the students will learn all the new technologies (Durcevic 2020).
Challenges which are to be faced in Virtual Learning Environment are-
1) Digital illiteracy is a challenge towards VLEs because it is important for a student to have good digital knowledge to access to online classes. It is important to understand the communication skills and the skills to operate the system (M. Munk 2016).
2) Technical issue can be a great barrier in the Virtual learning environment because the whole system runs on the internet. If the internet is not available or the Wi-Fi connection fails, then it won't be possible to attain the classes. 
3) Lack of motivation is a great challenge for VLE as well because to do online classes patiently, follow the assessments and then make progress is not an easy job. A person needs to be way more patient so that the task can be completed which is not possible for many people (Beek 2011).
4) Time management is another big challenge for the students. Even though the online classes can be accessed from anywhere still the, there are few barriers which stop to manage the time, for example, the students have co curricular activity classes which make them juggle between two.
5) There should always be a learning environment where the student is doing his studies. The student should get a calm, quiet environment to study. I lack persona; space acts as a barrier to their studies (Racheva 2017).


[bookmark: _Toc56707504][bookmark: _Toc56707962]Methodology
The methodology is an analysis of the values of methods or a systematic study that is applied in a disciplined way. It is an experiment that is required to do successful research, or else it can spoil the whole research project (McCombes 2020). 
Research design
While doing this research project, we have adopted the conclusive research design because it is appropriate for the project. It is appropriate for this project because it is applied to produce searching that is of genuine use in drawing a conclusion or making a proper decision. This type of research design is useful to top meet to objectives and the data needed to do it are completely mentioned in this research design. 
Research philosophy: 
There are basically four types of research philosophy, and that are realism, positivism, pragmatism, and Interpretivism. Each philosophy has its own characteristic and based on this characteristic; the effective research philosophy is needed to be chosen. In this research project, both the quantitative and qualitative method has followed; therefore, the realism research philosophy has selected here (Žukauskas, Vveinhardt and Andriukaitienė 2018).
Research approach:
 There are different types of research approaches, and that are inductive, detective, and abductive approaches. This research project has applied deductive research approach as this specific approach helps the research project to reach to the conclusion part only after appropriate observation.
Research method: 
In this research project, primary and secondary, both the methods have conducted. The primary method helps to collect the relevant information and data direct from the interviewers. On the other hand, the secondary method helps to collect the information from the literature reviews, books, journals, reports, newspapers, or from the previous research works.
Therefore, both methods have used in this project to get the proper information.
Data analysis: 
Data analysis is the most important part of the research project that helps to analyse the collected data and information in the proper ways (Import.io 2019). The quantitative data analysis process has conducted here to analyse the data by presenting the data chart. Moreover, qualitative analysis method has used to explain the information in a proper way (Trochim ND).
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	Do you think the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) has a positive impact on the student?

	Answer Choices
	Responses
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	85.71%
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No
	14.29%
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maybe
	0.00%
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Answered
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Skipped
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Analysis: 
According to the survey, 85.71% of the people answered 'yes' that is they agreed to the point that Virtual Learning Environment has a positive impact on the students, whereas
14.29% answered ‘no’ that is they disagreed to the point that it does not have a positive impact on the students. 
The survey was conducted on 7 people, where 6 of them agreed to the point, and 1 disagreed.
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	Do you think online meetings of students have a negative impact on Virtual Learning 
Environment (VLE)?

	Answer Choices
	Responses
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	28.57%
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No
	42.86%
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maybe
	28.57%
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Answered
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Skipped
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Analysis:
The above survey was done on 7 people where 28.57% that is 2 of the people agreed that the meeting of students has a negative impact on the students 42.86% that is 3 of people disagreed and said that it has a positive impact and 28.57% that is 2 of people confused about the topic and gave a varied answer between yes and no. The whole survey was conducted on seven people.
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	What is the main challenge a student may face in Virtual Learning Environment?

	Answer Choices
	Responses
	
	
	
	

	Digital illiteracy
	57.14%
	4
	
	
	
	

	Technical issues
	42.86%
	3
	
	
	
	

	Lack of learning environment
	0.00%
	0
	
	
	
	

	
	Answered
	7
	
	
	
	

	
	Skipped
	0
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Analysis:
The above survey was on the challenges faced by the students on virtual learning where 57.14% that is 4 of them have said that the digital illiteracy is a barrier towards VLE whereas 42.86% that is 3 of them have said the technical issue is the main challenge faced by them towards Virtual Learning Environment. The survey was conducted on 7 people.
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	Is there any negative impact of VLEs on the student? If yes, then explain.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Answered
	7
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	Respondents
	Response Date
	Responses
	Tags
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Nov 19 2020 05:09 PM
	Yes there are various negative impacts because students' health
gets affected due to constant exposure to electronic systems 
	
	
	

	2
	Nov 19 2020 05:09 PM
	No, there is no issue.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Nov 19 2020 05:08 PM
	No
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Nov 19 2020 05:08 PM
	No
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Nov 19 2020 05:07 PM
	Yes, as it makes them attracted to the computer.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Nov 19 2020 05:07 PM
	VLE can impact on the health of the students by effecting their eye 
Sight and mental energy can also get affected. 
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Nov 19 2020 05:07 PM
	There might be. 
Every thought or activities possess some positive and 
Negative impacts.
 Henceforth, there's a possibility of negative impact 
of VLEs on student
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	What are the benefits of VLE on students?
	
	
	
	

	Answered
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Skipped
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Respondents
	Response Date
	Responses
	Tags
	
	
	
	

	1
	Nov 19 2020 05:09 PM
	It helps multi-tasking and saves time during researches.

	2
	Nov 19 2020 05:09 PM
	It helps multi-tasking
	
	
	
	

	3
	Nov 19 2020 05:08 PM
	Increase computer literacy
	
	
	

	4
	Nov 19 2020 05:08 PM
	Gaining new skills
	
	
	
	

	5
	Nov 19 2020 05:07 PM
	This process can improve the digital knowledge of students

	6
	Nov 19 2020 05:07 PM
	It gives then a visual learning opportunity.
	
	

	7
	Nov 19 2020 05:07 PM
	I have no idea
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 


[bookmark: _Toc56707506][bookmark: _Toc56707964]Recommendation 
The Virtual Learning Environment can be improved if the student gains more technical knowledge other than the regular classes that will help them in their betterment along with the group studies. The two main challenges faced by the students are technical issues and digital illiteracy for which the students have to have good communication skills as well which will help them in conversing with the other students and tutors through the system. An efficient technical knowledge should be learnt by the student to cope with the technical issues and make the Virtual Learning environment better. The students need to get motivated to do their work better. 


[bookmark: _Toc56707507][bookmark: _Toc56707965]Conclusion
The research project is focused on the aims and objectives of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE).  A literature review is given on the topic, along with a survey amongst 7 people is conducted.  The methodology, along with the data analysis, is also discussed. Both the primary and secondary analysis is done in this research project. Furthermore, recommendations are also given in order to overcome the challenges faced by the students.
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Appendix
In-Class exercise: Questionnaire Design

Student Name: __Mirela Lazar___________________  Student ID: ___1921853__________
Module Name: Digital Skills and Research Methods Term 2    Group:     __3______________

Aims: This exercise is aimed to help you in questionnaire design for your assignment.  Please write down your questions that you are going to use in your primary data collection.  Try to have different types of questions such as yes or no question, multiple choice question, Likert scale question and open ended question.


Question 1) Do you think Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) has a positive impact on the student?
a) Yes
b) No
c) Maybe



Question 2) Do you think online meetings of students have a negative impact on Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)?
a) Yes
b) No
c) Maybe





Question 3) What is the main challenge a student may face in Virtual Learning Environment?
a) Digital illiteracy
b) Technical issues
c) Lack of learning environment


Question 4) Is there any negative impact of VLEs on the student? If yes, then explain.
a) No
b) Yes (exposure to electronics)
c) Yes (physical health)	




Question 5) What are the benefits of VLE on students?
a) Multi-tasking
b) Gaining new skills
c) Development of current skills



Question 6) Are you:
a)  Female               
b)  Male

Question 7) How many hours do you roughly spend per day on Moodle?
a)1-2h
b)2-4
c)4-6	

Question 8) What are you using to access Moodle?
a) Phone
b) Laptop/PC
c)Tablet

	
Question 9) Did you have any issues or bad experiences with Moodle?
a)  Yes
b) No

	
Question 10:   What age category are you in?
a) 20-30
b) 30-40
c)40-50




	
Further questions, please list your questions below.


What is the main challenge a student may face in Virtual Learning Environment?
Responses	Digital illiteracy	Technical issues	Lack of learning environment	0.57140000000000002	0.42860000000000015	0	Do you think Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) has a positive impact on the student?
Responses	Yes	No	Maybe	0.85710000000000031	0.14290000000000008	0	Do you think online meetings of students have a negative impact on Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)?
Responses	Yes	No	Maybe	0.28570000000000001	0.42860000000000015	0.28570000000000001	Page 4 of 20

