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In this essay I will be reflecting on my academic and digital skills. I will use Gibbs Reflective Cycle to reflect on what I learnt, what feelings and emotions I experienced and what I did not like. The Gibbs model has six steps – Description, Feelings, Evaluation, Analysis, Conclusion, and Action Plan, which will help me to fully develop my experience during my first term (Galli, F. and New, C.J., 2022).
DESCRIPTION 
Throughout the three months of the course, I learnt how to use digital technologies in the academic space, such as the Hwb app, Teams, and Moodle. I also started to understand how to make Harvard-style citations, which was and still is the most difficult for me in the whole course. The most memorable for me was the lecture about the university library, about the fact that you can use Artificial Intelligance and certain symbols to find the information you need, about the huge number of books, articles and reports hidden in the online and offline library of the university. It was very useful to have a librarian come and see how to search for the source I needed, because at first look the online library looks difficult to understand, and I have not been to the offline library yet, but I want to visit it. Also at first, I really enjoyed the project to find Dr Hart. This project involves the need to use critical thinking to investigate clues and compare facts that are given to us from suspects. There was an interesting activity where I had to find the name of the company through references given by one researcher, and then I had to make up three references based on websites and books given by our tutor. It was incredibly useful to practice making references as it quite difficult. Also, I was involved in a group activity where we were trying to figure out from the photos what happened to Dr Hart’s office. It is about teamwork and the ability to agree on one scenario based on the assumptions of everyone in the group.
FEELINGS 
My feelings have been very different throughout the term. Initially, when we were exploring the library facilities, I was incredibly impressed. I really liked the amount of information given to the students, it was very good. I was very surprised that a librarian came and explained to us how to use the online library. I can not tell you how helpful it was. I was surprised that so many people were willing to help us with our studying and that we could contact each person personally with questions. 
I also really liked the lectures and different tests. Our teacher was very good at presenting information, with a special energy, and I felt a friendly atmosphere in these classes.
I was certainly puzzled at times, like with the Harvard style citation, it was interesting and challenging. I am still not sure if I have learnt it, it is a bit confusing. 
As I said, at first I liked the teacher's idea of investigating the disappearance of Dr Hart, I was excited because I love detectives, deductive reasoning and Sherlock Holmes. But then I was a bit disappointed because all the information was too ambiguous and the outcome of the investigation in my case was very blurred because I was frustrated that there was little evidence. At the end of the investigation, I felt very unsure and I am not sure that I can say exactly what happened to Dr Hart and fight for that ending.
Teamwork is my worst nightmare. I hate teamwork. I know it is a useful skill and I know how to work in a team, but I do not enjoy it. I am a leader by nature, I can lead people, I can lead a team, but when I depend on other people's results, I get very stressed. Even as a child, I did not participate in team games. That is why each of our team assignments greatly reduced my motivation to work to my full potential that day. But if you think of it as a learning benefit, it's a good tool.
EVALUATION 
In my opinion this term has been incredibly useful. We learnt how to use the online library, the lecturer presented the information very clearly and accurately. It was very good that each lecture included theory, which we could see in the presentation, and practice, which immediately consolidated our knowledge. 
Although group work was a challenge for me, I realise that it was a good step in teaching us. When working in a group we learn to interact with the team, take responsibility and come to a common decision on what we will need in the future, so overall it was a good experience for the students (Cameron, S., 2021, p. 260). It also helped to engage those students in our group who were not very active. I think they felt more comfortable interacting with fewer people than with a whole group.
The investigation about Dr Hart's disappearance was a very clever assignment. This is something that really went over well at the beginning stages. It is a great way to get students thinking critically, trying to find the answer, and just having a good time thinking about and engaging their imagination. It was not great that absolutely all of the students wanted more clues and evidence in this task. In this assignment, critical thinking was very important, especially for writing reports (Yu, H. and Monas, N., 2020). According to Stella Cotrell (2023) all people use critical thinking in their lives but do not realise it. I realised this thanks to this assignment. Also in this assignment, there was a presentation and knowing how to present properly (Van Emden, J., 2022, p. 36) helped a lot.
With such an extensive library and an AI assistant in the library, the possibilities are enormous even if you have never searched for information before. In my country I had to deal with searching for information and it was much more difficult, simply because there was no website that so conveniently contained a huge amount of literature. In my opinion, this module taught us how to be students and how to use the benefits of university.
ANALYSIS 
Analysing our module, I can say that thanks to the excellent training of teachers and university staff we had the opportunity to explore the online library, and thanks to the professionalism of our teacher we were able to get into the topic Academic skills for the digital era. 
Thanks to the lectures, I have learnt strategies for staying motivated (Cottrell, S., 2024, p. 112), how to reflect right (Cottrell, S., 2021, p. 269), I really tried to understand how to use citations (McMillan, K., 2021, p.201) but I need more time to achieve this goal. Also, I learnt more about how to check and correct my essay better (Godfrey, J., 2018, p. 131) but I still make mistakes. I also learnt the differences between academic writing and regular writing (Wallbank, A.J., 2023) and tried writing a report using library help ().

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, if I were to go through this experience with the knowledge I have now, I would gladly do it again. I love learning and for me all the experience I have had has been invaluable. 
I learnt from this experience that at least my knowledge of English is not as bad as I thought. I also realised that it is possible to combine study and investigation, as in the assignment with Dr Hart. I used to think that it was better to learn from books and lectures, but this interactive learning has shown that it is even better than dry information and is much better to remember.
I think that if I had the chance to change things, I would have written a slightly different report on Dr Hart's disappearance. Because I was overwhelmed by the lack of information at the time, I was confused and a bit stressed. Now I look at it from a different perspective, but I hope I did well.
What about teamwork, I would not want to change anything about how I feel or how I do things. I did not like this kind of work, and I will not like it, I do not want to change it. Let's consider that this is my speciality, and it does not interfere with my life, so I did it as well as I could, and I am happy with it.
All in all, I realised that I would not have done it any other way. I tried and did my best in the first term. With the knowledge I have gained, I hope that next term I will be able to do better.
ACTION PLAN 
	Specific
	Measurable
	Attainable
	Relevant
	Time Bound

	 Improve citation skill and the skill of writing references
	 I will see progress when I will submit assignments to tutors and get feedback
	 This can be achieved by constant practice
	 It is completely relevant with my academic goals
	 Till the end of this year
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