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Example: An academic essay structure (Rolls & Wignell, 2013, p
Academic essay 55)

structure

While the essay structure

provided by Rolls & Wignell
(2013) may appear overly

prescriptive, it does provide General statement
an excellent framework for Thesis statement
a student who is beginning Outline of main ideas you will discuss

essay writing, or a student
who has difficulty
structuring an essay.

Body of essay

Paragraph A
Topic sentence
Supporting evidence

This structure can be
expanded to accommodate

answers to even quite Supporting evidence

complex essay questions. Supporting evidence
Concluding sentence

If your student has

completed a brainstorm and

taxonomy for the essay Paragraph B

Topic Sentence
Supporting evidence
Supporting evidence
Supporting evidence
them into the essay Concluding sentence
structure framework.

question, you can work with
them to decide on the order
of their paragraphs, and put

Paragraph C

Topic Sentence

Supporting evidence

Supporting evidence

A word on academic Supporting evidence
Concluding sentence

language

Universities have differing
requirements relating to Conclusion

whether students can use
the first person “I” “we” in
their essays. Generally the

policy at Charles Darwin
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Writing a paragraph
Writing a paragraph
Paragraphs form the

building blocks of an essay. The following paragraphs have been adapted from Rolls and Wignell

In academic essays (2013, p 63).

paragraph should

; - Topicsentence  Adults should read to infants. Smith and Brown

introduce one main idea (2010) explain that this helps them to read at a

and provide supporting later stage because it helps them to see the

evidence that elaborates association between words on the page and

the main idea. This Supporting language. It should also help infants to view

supporting evidence needs sentences with  books and reading as a positive experience
evidence because ‘story-time’ s usually a cosy, one-to-one

to be referenced with in-

: experience between a parent and child.
text referencing.

The main idea is often

called a topic sentence, Topic sentence &  Another reason that global warming is a major
and provides the reader link sentence concernis its effect on habitats. This will occur as
A melting ice caps increase water levels around the

globe. Low-lying countries will be the most
seriously affected. A study by CSIRO (1999) had

Y 8 projected that by 2020 a number of Pacific Island
Gl sentences with countries will need to be evacuated. As human

beginning (topic sentence), evidence habitats will be affected, 5o too will be the
a middle (evidence), and if habitats for plants and animals.

itis a long paragraph, a
summary sentence at the

coming next n the essay.

Supporti

end.

An essay that flows wellis
easier to read. Encourage
your student to use linking
words and sentences to link
their paragraphs.

Good linking words

To begin
To conclude
In addition

In the same way The following essay illustrates the different sections of an academic
In this case essay. Because the essay asks for a personal reflection, it is

For this/that reason
In other words

In particular
Another possibility is
In contrast

acceptable to use “I” in this essay.

Thanks to Jamie Pomfrett for making this available
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