AHHE5001:	Roderick Bowen Library & Archives (Archive Operation & Practice)
Assessment 2 Guidance Note
Assessment Component 2 – Plan for Research into University Land Holdings 
Report, 2,500 words (50 % of the module marks)

Task:  Research into aspects of the land and landholdings of the University of Lampeter and its preceding colleges.  

Aim:  To seek out documentary sources (Letter, Charters, Maps, Publications, etc.) which through light on either
(a) The origins of the college – for example why it is in Lampeter not Llanddewi-Brefi?  
(b) The growth of the college – who gave land so that the college could grow?  
(c) The extent of landholdings (or absence of landholdings) that the college has held.
You can look at one of these or two or all three depending on what you find.

Sources:  The Lampeter archive holds extensive documents on the original landholding and the establishment of the college and this is the most likely direction for your report.  Other archives may be used – especially on line sources.

Structure:  The report should contain the following 
1. Aim – the goal (or goals) that you decided to research.
2. Methods and Sources – this is essentially a description of what you did – the places you looked for information and the archive and meta-archives searched.
3. Evidence – this is effectively the “results” section – a list of what you found.  This might be table on the lines of:
	Archive Source
	Archive / Catalogue Reference Numbers
	Description of Source
	Date 
	Links
	Inference / Conclusion

	Where you found it.  E.g., Lampeter University Archive.
	The box, file or frond numbers, etc.
	Brief summary of the evidence: Essentially (a) What is it (map, letter or lease, etc.), (b) Who is the author / sender and recipient / audience of the document and (c) What is the content / purpose of document. 

	The date of the document.  Where undated state “undated” but you may be able to infer a date from the context or the other evidence.  Note this as an “inferred date”.
 
	Does the document link to other documents and if so how?
	What contribution does this make to an understanding of your principle aim?
Short paragraph.



4. Discussion – a discussion of your aim (or aims) in the light of the evidence found.  The discussion does not need to be long.  Here you should expand on the inference column in the evidence table (wise to write these at the same time) You might consider the gaps in the record as well as the record itself – the absence of key documents – where might they be located (National Library for example) 
5.  Conclusion – In terms of your aims – if your aim was, for example “How did the college acquire the land for its construction?”, you might outline a potted history of the events around the foundation (who gave what to who) and identify the key documents which support that view.  You might then reach a conclusion as to who were the key benefactors who made this possible.   At Lampeter this may be a well-trodden path but it illustrates the processes you would have used to gain understanding where no previous work has been done.
The conclusions should also provide the basis or springboard for future research.  To that end you need to identify where there are gaps and uncertainties and use this to delimit specific future research avenues (be specific - no generic “you could do more”!) 
Appendix:  The report should include an appendix listing all the records located to date together with a note as to whether the original records have been consulted.  

NOTE
[bookmark: _GoBack]The report does not have to be exactly 2,500 words – it can be shorter – the key is that it does contain all of the elements noted above and that it is laid out logically.  Most importantly it needs to demonstrate that it reaches conclusions based on evidence.
