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Community involvement is founded on the democratic principle that everyone who is touched by a community-wide issue should have a role in how decisions are made. It also offers the possibility of influencing decisions that affect the delivery of services, future ambitions, and the long-term viability of our communities. For governments and organizations, it's about forming long-term connections with communities and listening to their concerns in order to find meaningful answers to complicated problems. Ideally, the principle of inclusiveness is fundamental to deepening these partnerships, where government bodies build conversation with the very variety of their communities. (Hussey, 2021)

The selected issue we will approach for reflection is child poverty. For an effective report, we will compare the approaches of two associations, Action for Children and Leeds Children’s Charity. 

[bookmark: _Toc81484982]Action for Children

Children and young people are protected and supported by this programme. It accomplishes this by offering both practical and emotional assistance. It ensures that their opinions are heard. It also promotes to make long-term changes in their life. They now provide 512 services in local communities, schools, and online across the United Kingdom. Staff at nurseries and children's centers ensure that youngsters have the best possible start in life. Children and young people are placed in secure and loving families through their foster, adoptive, and contemporary residential programs. They intervene to protect children from abuse and neglect, as well as to assist individuals who care for others or are at risk of becoming homeless. 

Their connection with the Methodist Church has been a major source of inspiration since the program's inception. Methodists generously assist them in a variety of ways, including: 
· Fundraising throughout the year. 
· Making a bequest in their wills. 
· Making their church facilities available for important work such as children's centers, parenting groups, early childhood groups, and supervised visits. 
· Participating in their services as a volunteer. 
· Assisting them in their change campaigns. 
At least one Methodist serves on the board of trustees and national committees in England, Scotland, and Wales. Every year, they also present a report to the Methodist Conference.

They aim to create permanent change to the lives of children and young people by amplifying their voices. They accomplish this by conducting research, collaborating with lawmakers, and creating public campaigns. 

Cuts to critical programs have left vulnerable families and children without assistance, following a decade of financial cuts and underinvestment. The initiative is urging the government to take action. (Action for Children, 2020)
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Leeds Children's Charity offers poor and socially excluded children in Leeds aged 7 to 11 years free residential short breaks/respite. 

There's something for everyone, regardless of age or ability, with so many indoor and outdoor activities to choose from. Arts and crafts, dancing and music, orienteering, bushcraft skills, climbing, archery, cycling, team games, learning about nature, and much more are all encouraged.

The organization wants the children in its care to have opportunities for independence, adventure, enjoyment, safety, and nurture. They may have had little exposure to these things previously, but the team ensures that the kids will leave experiencing the good influence of these things because to their beautiful venue, high-quality amenities, and fantastic personnel. The wonderful ideals and experiences they bring with them do not go away. Teachers, social workers, and community connections have told us time and time again that children's behavior, learning, attention, happiness, and wellness have improved after they've visited us. That is one of the reasons why this charity's respite vacations are so beneficial to the whole community, not just the children it serves. (Leeds Children's Charity, 2021)
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Commitment and collaboration amongst stakeholders are required to accomplish success in community involvement procedures and make beneficial improvements to the system.
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A decision-maker is a high-ranking employee who takes difficult decisions that affect the company's operations. Employees that are good decision-makers are able to solve problems effectively and employ critical thinking abilities to discover answers. ( Indeed Editorial Team, 2021)

On the website of Leeds Children's Charity, we have the opportunity to meet the staff through a series of photographs accompanied by brief explanations. We may readily deduce that the director Dave Norman MBE, with the help of the Board of Trustees, speaks up in the decision-making process. The trustees' responsibilities, as far as we know, are to ensure that the charity is carrying out its purposes for the public good; to comply with the charity's governing document and the law; to act in the charity's best interests; to manage the charity's resources responsibly; to act with reasonable care and skill; and to ensure that the charity is accountable. (Leeds Children's Charity, 2021)

The Board of Trustees of Action for Children is listed on their website as being made up of around nine persons, although the charity is always welcoming new members, as the ‘Interested in becoming a Trustee?' button implies. Melanie Armstrong, the charity's Chief Executive Officer, is featured prominently on the leadership team website. (Action for Children, 2021)
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The local government, which consists of councils and wards, is critical to the implementation of changes.

MST is a family and community-based intensive intervention for children and young people aged 11 to 17, who are at danger of being placed in care or custody because of their offending or serious behavior issues. MST's primary objectives are to stop the cycle of anti-social behavior by keeping children safe at home, at school, and out of trouble.  The Leeds Children's Charity is collaborating with MST CAN to create a job program that will assist keep families together and prevent children from entering foster care. (Leeds Children's Charity, 2021)

Parents and caregivers bear the primary responsibility for children and young people's safety. The services provided by Action for Children assist them in keeping their children safe. 

It's possible that the charity will have to refer a child, adolescent, or an adult to statutory services. When intervention is the best way to keep children safe, they do so. 

Everyone they deal with is responsible for ensuring the safety and well-being of their clients. All their employees are expected to follow the company's safeguarding policy and to be accountable for the quality, efficiency, and effectiveness of their job.

The majority of the gifts received by the organization are unrestricted. This implies they aren't bound to any one project or region of the United Kingdom. This flexibility is critical because it allows the charity to focus its efforts where they are most needed. They have 512 services in communities, schools, and online, and they work all throughout the UK. (Action for Children, 2021)
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In 2015/16, poverty amounted to 20% of the UK population. As a result, given Leeds is statistically regarded to be demographically similar to the rest of the UK, it may be inferred that about 20% of the Leeds population was living in absolute poverty in 2015/16. Leeds has a population of 155,000 people (Financial Inclusion Team, 2018). Leeds Children's Charity's purpose is to help disadvantaged children in Leeds reach their full potential, to be the best they can be, for the benefit of themselves (first and foremost) and the wider community. (Leeds Children's Charity, 2021)

In the United Kingdom, 22% of children are now living in poverty. This equates to 2.8 million youngsters, 1.5 million of whom live in homes with at least one working parent. Action for Children assisted 604,885 children, young people, and families in 2020/2021. In England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland, the charity responds to local requirements. (Action for Children, 2021)
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The widespread use of social media has had a tremendous influence on people' and governments' levels of participation. Official profiles on Facebook, Twitter, and other social media platforms exist for representatives, municipal leaders, whole departments, and even the cities themselves. As a consequence, citizens and community members may provide real-time feedback and reactions to city operations and decisions. Cities can access a lot of data through social media, which they may utilize to influence message and get insights into citizen needs. Cities may learn more about their audience, use analytics to verify their reach, and even tailor particular messages to certain community groups and neighborhoods. The accrual of followers across social networks isn't the only metric of social media involvement. ( The Guide to Remote Community Engagement, 2020)

Both programs seek to aid children in need through foster care, cash (both programs have officials who handle donations to the charity's bank account), an educational foundation, and assisting their parents in obtaining work and overcoming their circumstances. Both initiatives have a website page where they describe their teams, their methods of operation, and their funding sources (usually donations). They also allow others to join as volunteers and contribute to improving the quality of the services supplied. Leeds Children's Charity, on the other hand, appears to have a higher level of social media involvement. The organization has a Twitter account, an Instagram account, and a Facebook account. They might interact with the local community or just promote their message and vision to a wider audience.
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The purpose of the paper was to compare two distinct approaches taken by two organizations in terms of community participation and promoting their mission, vision, and goals around the world. 

When compared to Leeds Children's Charity, Action for Children does not provide the same accessibility. Rather of integrating itself in other social media platforms, the group focuses on its website and enhancing the user experience there (such as Facebook or Twitter). More social media adoption might substantially improve the association's ability to attract more volunteers, and therefore more assistance in administering their organization.

Another significant distinction is that Leeds Children's Charity has a second source of revenue, which is Weddings at Lineham Farm. They have a person in charge of arranging weddings and festivities, as well as handling the funds earned from these events. The profits are reinvested entirely in the company, allowing it to increase the quality of its services.

Finally, these organizations have a big impact on the community, providing assistance and improving the town's financial situation and overall well-being. Of course, the difference that some changes could make should not be overlooked.
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