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The resource pack designed is targeted for aiding learning in KS2, year 3. The resource pack is Merlin themed as Merlin is a local legend within Carmarthen and teaching children about local legends and stories about where they are from helps them establish a sense of identity as they connect with their home/local town. The Welsh Government (2013) notes in a Cwricwlwm Cymreig document about history that although there was not an obligation to do so, many history teachers would teach about a British history dominated by England which does not show the distinctiveness between the different countries within the UK and can leave the other countries marginalised at times. Within the resource pack is a brief background to Merlin telling of how he discovered the red and white dragons fighting which led to the red dragon on the Welsh flag, as well as Merlin’s oak as it is more specific to Carmarthen. Although this resource uses a Merlin and wizard theme, it has a focus on teaching different elements of maths according to the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework, including the use of number facts and relationships, fractions, decimals, percentages and ratios, length, weight/mass and capacity, and shapes.
The first task is a conversion worksheet. It gives children the opportunity to apply their math skills to money as well as add, subtract and multiply decimals, which can then be translated into fractions and percentages. The Welsh Government (2016) expresses in the LNF that children in year 3 should be taught to use halves and quarters so the currencies in the worksheet are worth £5, £3.50 and £1.25. Once values are worked out, the worksheet tests ability to half and double certain values using the context of money. The activity can help children understand the value of money and how different items can have a range of different prices. It is important for young children to understand the importance of and how money works so they are able to better handle their finances as they get older. Mercieca (2014) writes that studies and surveys carried out by the Personal Finance Education Group shows that 64% of have their first bank or building society account before they even start secondary school and that nearly 75% of 15-year olds that have a bank account have a debit card. Bringing the concepts of money into education at an early age can set a foundation of financial knowledge to be built upon throughout education, leading to better financial skills as an adult.
The second activity of this resource pack requires learners to help Merlin figure out how many of different ingredients are required for his ‘potions’. This activity also requires learners to make their own drinks. The drinks are healthy, being made up of fruit, fruit juices, water and honey. A future area of learning within the Welsh curriculum is Health and Well-being and helping children understand how factors such as nutrition and how to make informed decisions about their health (Welsh Government, 2017) is incorporated within the cross-curricular activity. Number facts and relationships are part of the LNF (Welsh Government, 2016) and this activity encourages learners to recall their 3,4,5 and 10 multiplication tables to solve problems as well as reading and writing numbers up to a thousand. It also involves capacity and using litres and half litres to the nearest 100ml as each recipe is for 500ml of the drink. Furthermore, it helps teach learners the relationship between grams and kilograms and litres and millilitres. The second part of the activity is hands-on where learners will weigh and measure their own ingredients together in order to make their drinks. Isaacs (2007) expressed the importance of teachers bringing in different materials for children to interact and learn with that aid their development as part of Montessori’s approach. Allowing learners to make drinks with healthy ingredients can inspire them to use their creativity to make more healthy food or drink products to aid their nutrition as they develop. Bruce (2012) notes how Montessori believed children should receive real experiences rather than play experiences and this activity uses all real ingredients and equipment, teaching learners skills and knowledge that can translate into adulthood.
The third task within the resource pack involves learners going outside to measure and draw the foundations of the new magician’s headquarters for Merlin. This activity takes place outdoors allowing children the freedom of learning outside and integrating the outdoor environment with the indoor environment. Tovey (2013) outlines factors of outdoor learning and the Froebelian approach which include allowing children free movement during activities and giving them first-hand experiences, which help them operate at their highest level. Learning outdoors also instils a respect for the outdoors in the learners. This activity is designed to be done in groups. Baines et al (2009) state that learning how to interact and work with others is one of the most important parts of learning and growing up. Group work helps build intellectual and social skills such as helping others without over-helping and taking over, reaching compromises as well as developing the ability to bring others into the activity or discussion. This activity further uses fractions as the measurements must be done to a quarter of the measurement asked for. Length is an element of the LNF and this activity teaches children to understand what perimeter is and how it can be used as well as how to choose a relevant unit of measurement. The Welsh Government’s LNF (2016) also wants children to be taught to recognise and classify different shapes including triangles, squares, rectangles and pentagons, each of which are included in the activity.
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